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TO  THE  SONS  AND  DAUGHTERS  OF  ZfON,  SCATTER- 
ED ABROAD,  THROUGH  ALL  THE  EARTH. 


Kirtland,  Ohio,  May  13th,  1851. 

The  following  Address  is  designed  more  especially  to  illustrate 
the  peculiarities  of  the  Proclamation,  so  that  it  should  prove  a  stum- 
bling block  to  none,  and  be  readily  understood  and  appreciated,  by  all 
to  whom  it  is  sent.  And  after  all,  should  any  not  understand  it,  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  suspend  their  judgment,  and  not  be  in  haste  to 
condemn;  lest  too  late, — to  escape  the  awful  consequences  of  a  mis- 
guided zeal, — they  learn  their  sad  mistake. 

There  is  not  a  tithe  of  the  arguments,  for  any  one  subject  introduc- 
ed in  this  Address,  brought  forward,  for  want  of  time,  space,  and 
means  to  publish.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  Address,  and 
the  Proclamation,  is  published  at  my  own  expense,  for  a  gratuitous 
circulation,  the  cost  of  which  is  forty  dollars.  Therefore  this  is  the 
last  which  may  be  looked  for  from  my  pen  at  present,  as  my  pecunia- 
ry resources  are  exhausted,  so  that  [  am  not  left  with  means  to  enable 
me  to  gather  with  my  people;  but  I  trust  in  God,  that  he  will  open  my 
way,  in  this  matter,  for  as  commanded,  I  have  freely  sacrificed  my 
substance  for  the  good  of  the  great  cau«e  of  Zion;  and  this  is  done 
as  an  example  for  all  others,  who  are  looking  for  the  kingdom.  I  wish 
all  distinctly  to  understand,  that  this  is  published  as  the  Light  of  the 
Greater  work  of  the  Lord  in  the  last  days,  called  "  The  Work  of  the 
Father,"  whirh,  as  I  have  shown  in  this  Address,  is  a  dispensation, 
or  system  of  God's  Work,  among  His  people,  in  all  things  peculiar  to 
itself.  It  therefore  claims  the  place  and  authority  of  no  other,  ever  ou 
the  earth.  It  is  therefore,  (according  to  the  prophecies),  a  new,  as 
well  as  a  strange  act,  or  work  of  the  Lord,  which  is  addressed  to  the 
saints  alone.  This  Address  is  not  published  as  the  word  of  the  Lord: 
therefore  the  author  alone  is  responsible  for  its  contents;  and  should 
further  information  upon  the  subject  of  this  great  Work  be  requested, 
through  a.  post  paid  address,  if  judged  worthy  of  a  favorable  notice,  it 
will  be  cheerfully  attended  to.  The  author  hopes  within  a  few  months 
to  be  in  Kanesville,  Iowa,  from  whence,  in  the  Spring  of  1852,  he 
desires  to  pass  on  to  the  Valley  of  the  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 


ADDRESS. 

My  Beloved  People:  You  who  have  been  set  at 
naught,  and  counted  as  the  filth,  and  the  offscourings  of  the 
human  family,  merely  for  your  faith  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, and  following  Joseph  Smith,  the  Instrument  appoint- 
ed of  God,  to  translate  and  bring  forth  that  Book:  I  Glad- 
den your  humble  servant,  who,  notwithstanding  the  high 
and  holy  calling  of  God  unto  me,  in  that  he  has  called  mo 


to  bring  forth  the  Book  of  Life,  and  fo  be  the  instrument 
of  the  bringing  forth  the  work  of  the  Father,  that  salva- 
tion may  come  to  the  faithful,  according  to  the  prophecies. 
Yet  I  am  not  ashamed,  but  rejoice  to  call  them  my  breth- 
ren and  sisters,  who  love  the  Lord,  and  who  have  shown 
his  love  in  acknowledging  his  hand  in  bringing  forth  the 
fullness  of  the  Gospel,  through  the  means  of  Joseph  Smith, 
and  the  Book  of  Mormon.  And  now  as  the  Greater  Work 
has  ill  truth  commenced,  and  as  you,  from  your  faith  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  if  you  continue  in  that  faith,  are 
entitled  to  the  unspeakable  privilege  of  understanding 
this  Greater  Work,  I  feel  it  a  great  pleasure  to  take  my 
pen,  to  enable  you  to  enjoy  that  privilege,  that  we  may  re- 
joice together,  in  this  last  great  and  glorious  work  of  the 
Lord.  And  to  introduce  the  subject,  let  me  say,  that  the 
very  object  of  the  creation  of  man  is,  that  he  may  be  as 
his  Maker.  Hence  God  was  manifested  in  the  flesh,  in 
the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
was  a  man,  and  yet  he  also  was  God;  and  all  this  that  man 
might  understand  his  high  destiny.  For  both  Christ  and 
his  apostles  taught,  that  his  disciples,  if  faithful  to  the  end, 
should  be  like  him,  and  even  reign  with  him  upon  his 
throne,  which  also  is  the  Father's  throne.  Rev.  3:  20. 
And  to  carry  out  this  purpose,  it  became  necessary  that 
Jesus  Christ  should  die,  and  rise  again,  that  he  might  be- 
come a  quickening  Spirit,  in  all  the  heirs  of  salvation. 
Hence,  saith  the  apostle,  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were 
dead,  in  trespasses  and  sins.  Again  the  lust  Adam  is  a 
quickening  Spirit. 

Now  this  salvation  is  a  work  of  the  Lord,  in  a  dispensa- 
tion or  system  by  itself,  notwithstanding  it  is  connected 
with  all  former  dispensations.  Therefore  the  authority  of 
the  same  stands  alone,  i.  e.,  it  is  independent  of  the  au- 
thority of  all  other  dispensations,  as  each  dispensation  in 
its  time  is  independent  of  all  others  before  it,  and  peculiar 
to  itself;  and  also  each  is  preparatory  to,  and  somewhat 
resembles  the  one  which  immediately  follows  it.  HencR 
Moses  by  that  priesthood  which  was  the  birthright  from 
Adam,  the  emblem  of  which  was  Adam's  staff  or  rod,  who 
was  the  first  priest  and  father  of  all,  established  a  system 
of  the  typical  offering  of  blood  as  a  sacrifice,  pointing  to 
the  great  sacrifice  of  Jesus,  who  by  the  same  priesthood, 


which   he  received  through   Moses   in  the  Mount,  offered 
himself  for  the  salvation  or  redemption  of  all. 

Again,  John  the  Baptist,  the  last  authority  of  Moses' 
system,  and  the  forerunner  of  Jesus,  shed  his  own  blood 
in  defense  of  his  faith  Again,  we  see  not  only  Jesus, 
but  also  his  followers,  sealing  their  own  testimony  with 
their  own  blood.  And  also  we  behold  Joseph,  who  is  the 
instrument  through  which  the  system  of  Jesus,  or  the  Gos- 
pel of  the  Liimb  of  God,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  is  atjain  brought  for.'h  for  the  last  time,  and  hence 
in  its  fullness,  shedding  his  blood  also,  (in  consequence  of 
his-  faith),  for  the  shedding  ol  blood  sacrificially  is  a  prin- 
cipal characteristic  of  the  systems  of  both  Jesus  and  Mo- 
ses. Bui  notwithstanding  the  shedding  of  blood  is  prepar- 
atory to  salvation,  yet  it  is  not  salvation  itself,  for  that  is 
Life  Eternal,  and  not  Death.  Therefore  salvation  is  of 
the  Father,  which  is  to  receive  his  fullness,  or  in  other 
words,  to  be  as  he  is,  or  like  him,  who  is  the  Endless  Life 
itself;  but  the  preparation  for  this  salvation  is  of  the  Son. 
Therefore  faith  in  Jesus,  as  the  Son  of  God  and  Savior 
of  the  World,  made  the  believing  and  obedient  to  him, 
like  him,  as  touching  sonship  and  heirship,  but  the  inher- 
itance is  the  fullness  of  the  Father,  as  before  remarked. 
It  is  therefore  evident  if  the  inheritance  of  the  heirs  is 
Eternal  Life,  that  those  who  receive  this  inheritance  have 
passed  from  Death  unto  Life,  and  therefore  after  that  ne- 
ver die,  but  live  forever;  as  Jesus  said,  they  can  not  die 
any  more  ;  and  as  the  Revelator  says,  there  shall  be  no 
more  death;  for  the  former  things  (or  the  previous  dispen- 
sations) have  passed  away,  and  all  things  are  new.  Now 
if  all  things  are  to  be  new,  it  is  evident  that  a  new  char- 
acter of  authority,  as  well  as  of  dispensation,  must  be  in- 
troduced, when  the  time  of  the  fulfillment  of  this  predic- 
tion of  the  Revelator  shall  arrive.  Therefore,  as  salva- 
tion is  the  work  of  the  Father,  it  must  come  under  a  new 
name,  and  in  a  new  way  from  any  thing  before  it,  and  also 
be  an  entire  new  system,  in  all  its  order.  Therefore  in 
it,  all  former  covenants  and  authorities  are  done  away  for 
ever.  If  any  ask  in  what  particular  it  resembles  its  fore- 
runner, viz  ,  the  system  or  work  of  Joseph,  1  answer,  in  the 
use  of  the  sacred  things  which  have  been  hid  up  unto  the 
Lord, — for  as  faith  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  as  the  pre- 


requisite  of  all  claimants  of  salvation,  under  Joseph,  pre- 
supposed necessarily,  faith  in  the  existence  uf  l lie  sacred 
things,  without  which  faith.,  none  could  authoritively  claim 
the  inheritance;  even  so  in  this  Greater  work;  there  must 
he  faith  in  the  .--acred  things,  for  the  receiving  them,  in  me 
form  of  a  sacred  ordinance,  constitutes  or  brings  salva- 
tion. Therefore,  as  faith  in  the  existence  and  peculiar 
use  of  the  sacred  things,  as  the  plates,  and  interpreters, 
under  Joseph,  was  necessary  to  establish  a  claim  to  the  in- 
heritance, so  also  is  faith  in  the  existence  of  the  sacred 
things,  and  their  peculiar  use  in  the  work  of  the  Father, 
necessary  to  prepare  the  heir  to  receive  the  inheritance. 
Again,  Joseph,  by  the  means  of  the  sacred  things  which 
were  put  into  his  hands,  was  constituted  a  Prophet,  a 
Translator,  or  a  Law-giver,  and  a  Leader,  as  Moses,  unto 
his  people.  So  also  when  the  Prophet  like  unto  Moses, 
who  is  the  last  lead-  r  of  God's  people,  is  raised  up,  he 
must  lie  established  in  his  calling,  by  having  tho  sacred 
things  put  into  his  bands  also.  Therefore,  as  the  shedding 
of  blood  sacrificial ly,  was  the-  principal  characteristic  of 
the  system  of  Jesus,  and  also  of  John,  his  fore-runner, 
cv'ii  so  the  use  of  the  sacred  things  is  the  principal  char- 
acteristic in  the  work  of  the  Father,  as  well  as  in  the  work 
of  Joseph.  So  that,  as  before  remarked,  the  last  dispen- 
sation, in  some  things,  and  principally  in  its  main  charac- 
teristics, somewhat  resembles  the  dispensation  ne.\t  prece- 
ding it.  Again,  as  every  dispensation  since  Adrim  has 
been  prnphf.sir.il  of,  nuH  its  main  characteristics  therefore 
pointed  out,  wo  will  now  search  out  the  prophecies  which 
point  out  the  last  great  dispensation  of  salvation,  and  its 
forerunner,  viz:  The  fullness  of  the  Gospel  0.h  brought 
forth  by  Joseph.  We  will  commence  with  the  latter.  It 
ira  tV  'tn  Isaiah,  chapt  20th,  that  God,  in  a  miracu- 
lous   manner,  through  on   unlearned  man,   was  tn  bring 

foriii  a  certain  book,  as  the  words  of  an  extinct  people, 
which  was  to  correct  man  in  doctrinal  and  spiritual  mut- 
ter*, and  the  result  of  which     was  to  fill  the  hearts  of  the 

.uid  mer-k  with   rejoicing  in  the   Lord.     Again,   in 

■  <■   Hb,   ll.it    is   said,    7'n/f/i  shall  spring1  (or  come 

fr.rih)outof  the  E irtfi,  ond   at    the  same  time,   Righteous- 

bould  look  (or  Come)  down  from  Il'iv>-\.    And,  also, 
4l  that  time,  that  mercy  and  truth  should  meet  together, 


and  righteousness  should  set  men  in  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
Now  all  this  was  done,  in  the  bringing  forth  the  Book  of' 
Mormon,  as  all  can  testify  who  have  rejoiced  in  that  glori- 
ous work.  But  to  show  that  work  was  merely  introducto- 
ry to  a  greater  work  to  follow  it,  we  shall  refer  to  the 
book  itself.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  llrh  chapter  of  the 
second  book  of  Nephi,  the  29th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  is  re- 
ferred to,  and  explained,  to  refer  to  the  coming  forth  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  there  it  is  distinctly  stated,  thai 
the  book,  or  the  plates  contain  a  sealed  Revelation,  which 
Joseph  was  not  to  touch,  yet  the  Lord  himself  would 
bring  it  forth  in  his  own  due  time,  and  it  should  be  read 
by  the  power  of  Christ,  upon  the  house  tops;  for,  says  the 
Lord,  I  will  show  unto  men,  that  I  am  able  to  do  mine 
own  work.  Agiin,  in  another  place,  it  is  said  that  the 
Gentiles  shall  have  the  Book  of  Mormon  first,  to  try  their 
faith;  but  if  they  should  reject  that,  the  greater  things,  as 
the  sealed  revelation,  should  be  withheld  from  them. 
Therefore,  the  book  of  Mormon  only  was  to  come  forth  in 
the  day  of  wickedness,  that  those  who  believed  in  it,  might 
have  faith  in  God,  and  also  receive  the  greater  things, 
when  the  time  should  arrive  for  them  to  be  brought  forth. 
And  now  as  Joseph  was  forbidden  to  touch  the  sealed 
things,  and  as  his  death  has  forever  put  it  out  of  his  pow- 
er to  do  so,  it  is  clear  that  anolher  instrument  must  be 
raised  up  to  bring  forth  the  sealed  things,  and  as  the 
bringing  forth  the  greater  things  is  the  last  work  connected 
with  the  bringing  forth  the  Book  of  Mormon,  this  last  in- 
strument must  be  the  last  prophet,  and  who,  as  the  prophet 
like  unto  Moses,  is  the  last  prophet  spoken  of  in  the  pro- 
phecies, to  be  raised  up  on  the  earth,  must  be  the  same 
who,  (notwithstanding  th^  book  of  Mormon  says  he  is  the 
Holy  Ore  of  Israel,  and  Jesus  before  the  Nephites  also 
said,  I  am  lie,)  is  to  come  forth  according  to  the  Jlcsh. 
See  Nephi's  words,  page  63,  small  edition,  which  explains 
Ihe  words,  /  will  bring  them  forth  again,  1  will  do  mine 
own  work.  Agni'l),  they  shall  be  read  by  the  power  of 
Christ.  This  last  prophet,  in  both  the  Bible  and  Book  of 
Mormon,  is  called  a  Mighty  One.  See  Isaiah  28,  2,  and 
B.  M.,  last  paragraph  of  the  second  chapter,  second  Book 
of  Nephi,  and  here  he  is  introduced  as  one  to  come  after 
Joseph.      See  same  chapte: .      So  that  it  is  clear  that  Joseph 
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would  bo  his  forerunner,  and  therefore  prepare  the  way 
before  him,  bv  bringing  forth  the  fullness  of  the  Gospel  as 
on  Apostle  of  Jesus  Cnrist,  and  as  a  Prophet,  gathering 
n  people,  and  thus  preparing  them  to  receive  the  greater 
things  lobe  brought  forth,  as  before  remarked,  by  the  last 
prophet  to  come,  who,  as  previously  shown,  is  called  'he 
Holy  One  of  Israel,  and,  also,  he  is  called  a  Shepherd,  in 
the  same  place  in  the  B.  M.  where  he  is  called  the  Holy 
one  of  Israel.  And  he  gathereth,  and  numbereth,  and 
feedeth  his  sheep.  And  it  is  added  in  the  same  place, 
there  shall  be  onefold,  and  one  shepherd;  so.  of  course,  he 
is  the  last  Shepherd;  and  in  Psalms  80,  1,  he  is  called  the 
shepherd  of  Israel,  leading  Joseph  like  a  flock,  and  spoken 
of  as  dwelling  between  the  (Jherubims,  who  are  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Here,  there- 
fore, this  shepherd  represents  the  Father,  as  the  third  verse 
shows.  As  in  this  verse,  also  in  verse  19th,  he  is  called 
God,  which  explains  Isaiah  40,  9  toll,  where  it  says: 
Behold  the  Lord  God  will  come  with  strong  hand,  his  re- 
ward is  with  him,  and  he  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shep- 
herd, and  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  &c. ;  and  in  Gen- 
esis, 49,24,  He  is  called  the  shepherd  and  stone  of  Israel, 
and  here  it  is  said  he  is  to  appear  in  the  line  of  Joseph  of 
old,  which  explains  the  words  in  Psalms  80,  1,  viz:  thou 
that  leadest  Joseph  like  a  flock,  for  he  is  raised  up  among 
the  seed  of  Joseph,  and  also  among  the  Gentiles,  who,  thro' 
the  covenant  as  introduced  through  Joseph  Smith,  became 
one  in  Joseph  of  old,  for  the  birthright  of  priesthood  and 
regal  |  o  ver  was  his,  on  the  account  of  Reuben's  sin,  see 
1st  Chron.  5,  4,  and  therefore  was  the  greatest  blessing  be- 
stowed upon  Ephraim,  (see  1st  verse,)  Joseph's  youngest 
son,  which  was  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  raising  up  of  Joseph 
Smith)  who  was  of  the  blood  of  Ephraim,  and  also  of  the 
shepherd  ihe  stone  of  Israel,  who  is  of  the  same  lineage  as 
touching  the  flesh.  But  as  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit  of  pow- 
er, or  of  God,  rests  upon  him,  which  spirit  is  the  quicken- 
ed body  of  Jesus,  who,  as  before  shown,  is  a  quickening 
spirit,  and  who  was  of  the  line  of  David,  for  notwithstand- 
ing Joseph  was  not  his  natural  father,  yet,  under  the  law 
of  Moses  he  was  so  regarded,  as  every  lawful  hair  must, 
under  that  liw,  be  considered  as  having  a  father  in  the 
flesh.     Therelore,  the    Apostles  re:koneJ   Joseph  in    the 


lineage  of  Jesus:  for  he  must  be  regarded  in  the  male  line 
only.  Therefore,  in  the  fact  of  the  fullness  of  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  (which  spirit  is  himself)  resting  upon  him,  he 
is  said  in  Isaiah,  1 1th  chapter,to  be  a  rod  or  desccendant  of 
Jesse,  in  the  line  of  Dapid,  who  should  be  raised  up  as 
an  Ensign  among  "the  Gentiles,  to  bring  in  a  glorious  rest, 
and  gather  and  deliver  the  whole  house  of  Israel.  This 
character  is  here  called  the  Branch,  who,  in  Jer.  23,  5,  6, 
is  called  the  Lord,  our  Righteousness,  and  here  it  is  said, 
also,  he  is  to  grow  up  unto  David,  agreeing  with  the  B.  M., 
that  he  shall  come  forth  according  to  the  flesh,  and  as  the 
spirit  is  before,  and  greater  than  the  body,  (the  flesh)  he  is 
spoken  of  as  arising  in  the  lineage  of  David,  and  in  Eze- 
kiel,  37th  chapter,  he  is  called  David,  and  said  to  be  their 
Prince  forever.  In  chapter  34,23,  24,  he  is  called  a  shep- 
herd and  prince,  also,  and  in  Isaiah  55,  4,  the  Lord  says,  I 
have  given  him  (David,)  fora  witness,  a  leader  and  a  com- 
mander, to  the  people.  And  in  another  chapter,  19,  6,  his 
name  is  called  Wonderful,  and  also  Counsellor,  the  mighty 
God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  and  also  here  he  is  called 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  father 
David,  and  whose  Government  shall  have  no  end,  or  in 
other  words,  he  should  be  a  prince  forever,  as  before 
quoted. 

Therefore,  says  Christ,  when  among  the  Nephites,  and 
speaking  to  them  of  this  prophet  and  shepherd  and  prince 
who  was  to  be  the  first  born,  in  that  great  work,  where  all 
things  were  to  be  made  new,  and  where  Death  was  to  be  no 
more.  Behold,  I  am  he  of  whom  Moses  and  the  prophets 
spake,  &c,  for,  as  before  remarked,  this  last  prophet  is 
considered  and  named  in  these  prophecies,  after  the  spirit 
which  rests  upon  him,  instead  of  the  flesh.  Therefore,  as 
he  is  the  firs  I  one,  or  first  born  in  the  great  work,  he  is  the 
first  fruits  in  the  first  resurrection,  and  this  explains  1st 
Cor.  15,  21  to  21,  where  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  in 
the  character  of  the  Father,  is  spoken  of,  and  represented 
as  the  Son  giving  up  all  his  power  to  the  Father,  for  as  the 
Son  or  Mediator,  (which  is  the  power  of  the  Gospel  be- 
tween the  law  of  Moses  and  the  Judgment,)  he,  after  the 
great  work  of  judgment  commences,  of  course,  exists  no 
more;  after  that  he  is  only  seen  and  known  as  the  Father,and 
therefore  Jesus  said, I  and  the  father  are  one.   And  therefore 


the  reason  why  the  last  prophet  is  called  the  Lord  in 
the  Scriptures  is,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Father,  and  Prince  of  Peace  rests  upon  him; 
therefore,  he  represents  the  Lord,  for  his  Spirit  is  his  life 
and  power,  which  in  all  cases  is  the  person,  for  it  is  the 
spirit  of  a  person  which  gives  them  life  and  consequence, 
and  not  the  body,  for,  as  before  remarked,  the  spirit  is  be- 
fore, or  superior  to  the  flesh.  In  Isaiah,  21,  11,  it  is  said 
in  connection  with  the  setting  up  of  the  ensign,  for  the  na- 
tions, that  the  Lord  would  set  his  hand  the  second  time,  to 
recover  the  remnant  of  his  people  Israel.  Therefore,  it  is 
plain,  that  the  setting  up  of  the  Ensign,  who,  as  before 
shown,  is  the  Branch,  is  regarded  as  the  second  coming  of 
the  Lord,  and  Jesus  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  confirms  the 
same  idea  by  saying  I  am  he.  So  that  his  second  coming 
is  decided  by  his  own  words,  to  be  in  that  prophet  to  bo 
raised  up  like  unto  Moses,and  if  he  is  raised  up  among  men 
it  is  inconsistent  with  his  own  words  to  say  that  his  second 
coming  is  from  on  high,  or  from  the  skies,  for  his  coming  in 
this  manner  is  at  the  end  of  the  millennial  period,  when  he 
will  appear  the  third  time  on  the  earth;  with  his  saints  in 
Zion,  who,  through  the  first  resurrection,  are  Icings  and 
priests  with  him,  and  hence  it  is  said  in  the  Revelations, 
he  was  and  is,  and  is  to  come,  the  Almighty,  i.  e.  he  was 
as  the  Son,  that  he  in  spirit,  through  the  greater  priest- 
hood, and  according  to  the  prophecies,  might  appear  in 
the  character  of  the  Father,  in  which  character  he  would 
dwell  forever,  and  in  which  he  will  appear  the  third  time: 
however,  his  identity  to  those  in  the  flesh  at  that  time,  will 
be  that  of  th«  crucified  man,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Redeemer, 
but  clothed  with  the  glory  of  the  Father,  as  through  his 
work  in  this  character  he  is  enabled  to  appear  the  third 
time  in  his  first  identity,  fulfilling  what  he  said  to  the 
Jews:  I  and  the  Father  are  one.  Again:  He  that  hath 
seen  me,  hath  seen  the  Father.  So  that  in  his  third  ap- 
pearing, Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who  was  the  Son  of  God,  will 
be  seen,  and  recognized,  and  regarded  as  Jehovah,  or  the 
Elohim,  and  God  ond  father  of  all.  And,  therefore  says 
the  prophet  Zechariah,  chap.  14,  verse  5,  The  Lord  my 
God  shall  come,  and  ail  the  saints  with  thee,  which  ex- 
plains Jude's  quotation  from  the  prophecy  of  Enoch:  Be- 
hold, the  Lord  comet h  with  his  saints  to  execute  judgment, 


&c.  But  as  some  look  to  the  flesh  instead  of  the  spirit 
and  character  of  this  great  work  of  restoration  or  resur- 
rection, let  me  ask  such,  if  \heneio  name,  which  is  that  of 
the  Father,  is  not  promised  to  all  that  overcome.  See  Rev. 
3,  12.  Again,  is  it  not  said  in  Revelations,  that  this  new 
name  is  given  unto  so  great  a  number  as  a  hundred  and 
forty  and  four  thousand,  who  are  said  to  be  the  first  fruits 
unto  God;  and  is  it  not  also  said,  that  this  new  name  is 
given  in  a  certain  stone,  and  which  name  no  one  knew,  but 
the  number  who  thus  receive  it,  and  is  it  not  easy  to  see, 
that  this  mysterious  stone  is  the  shepherd  and  stone  of  Is- 
rael,who  is  to  lead  Joseph  or  the  number  above  mentioned, 
as  a  flock,  and  which,  therefore,  fully  explains  Rev.  14,  1 
to  5,  concerning  the  Lamb  on  the  Mount  Zion,  and  the 
hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand.  It  appears, 
therefore,  as  the  Apostle  says,  that  Jesus  comes  the  second 
time  to  be  glorified  in  his  saints,  and  if  so,  he  must  come 
in  them,  in  spirit,  as  before  remarked,  and  thus  he  would 
make  them  one  in  him  forever:  and  to  do  this,  he  of  course 
must  call  a.  first  instrument,  who,  notwithstanding  his  high 
calling,  is  not  superior  to  any  of  the  same  calling,  for  he 
receives  no  more  than  the  penny  with  the  rest  in  the  end. 
Therefore,  the  only  difference  between  him  and  the  others 
who  receive  the  same  crown  of  eternal  life,  is  that  he  has 
all  the  burden  of  the  great  work,  and  the  responsibility 
of  his  people,  resting  upon  him, and  which  he  is  compelled 
to  bear,  from  the  circumstance  of  his  being  the  firstborn 
or  the  first  called  in  the  great  work,  as  according  to  the 
order  of  God,  as  given  to  Adam,  the  first  born  male 
must  be  heir  to  both  the  priesthood,  and  the  regal  power. 
Therefore,  the  first  born  was  by  his  birthright,  both  a  king 
and  a  priest;  and  God  has  ordained  that  in  this  great 
work  of  salvation,  all  who  receive  the  first  born,  and  re- 
gard him  as  he  is,  shall  be  like  him,  i.  e.  kings  and 
priests,  and  therefore  such  shall  constitute  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  which  is  the  Church,  or  Assembly  of  the  first  born. 
And  for  this  purpose  he  has  in  his  hands  the  full  number 
of  the  sacred  things  in  order  that  God's  people  may  inquire 
of  him,  and  learn  the  fact,  so  that  they  can  trust  in  God, 
by  faith,  in  these  matters,  and  not  in  the  arm  of  flesh — 
Now,  as  all  these  things  are  a  matter  of  destiny,  who  is  to 
be  blamed  for  acting  in  his  calling,  be  it  ever  so  great,  for 

1* 


10 

he  is  compelled  to  do  so  or  lose  his  crown.  Therefore, 
all  can  readily  see  the  necessity  of  filling  their  calling, 
whether  it  is  to  be  ihe  first  or  the  last  in  this  great  work, 
for,  most  assuredly,  such  as  neglect  to  attend  to  their 
calling,  cannot  obtain  the  reward.  Therefore  as  salvation 
conies  through  the  first  born,  it  is  clear  that  those  who  are 
against  him,  fight  against  their  own  interest,  and  destroy 
themselves,  in  which  case  others  more  worthy  than  they, 
must  take  their  crown.  We  will  now  inquire  where  the 
man  called  the  Branch,  is  to  be  raised  up,  and  the  manner 
also, of  his  coming  forth,  and  this  we  can  learn  from  Isaiah, 
chap.  18,  and  Zech.  6,  11,  12.  From  the  first  quotation 
we  learn,  that  the  ensign  is  to  be  raised  up,  on  the  land 
shadowing  with  wings,  which  is  the  continent  of  America 
From  the  secoud  we  learn  that  crowns  are  to  be  put  on 
his  head,  as  he- was  thus  represented  by  Joshua,  the  high 
priest,  when  he  grows  up  out  of  his  place,  and  thus  he  be- 
comes a  king,  and  a  priest  on  his  throne.  Again,  in  Zech. 
3,  5,  he  is  also  represented  by  Joshua,  who  had  filthy 
garments  taken  from  him,  by  certain  persons  with  him, 
and  a  change  of  raiment  put  on  him,  at  the  same  time, 
also,  a  fair  mitre  (or  crown)  was  set  upon  his  head,  when 
it  is  said,  he  shall  judge  the  Lord's  House,  and  keep  his 
courts,  &c.  In  the  first  verse  of  this  same  chapter,  Josh- 
ua is  spoken  of,  and  also  an  adversary,  (as  Satan  in  He- 
brew signifies  an  adversary)  standing  at  his  right  hand,  to 
resist  him  whom  the  Lord  rebukes. 

Now  as  Joshun,  in  this  prophecy,  represents  the  Branch  to  answer 
to  the  figure,  or  tvpe  in  Joshua,  he  must,  in  the  first  place,  he  a  sin- 
ner, anrTthen  be  baptised  lor  the  remission  of  sins,  (as  represented  by 
the  garments),  when  crowns  are  to  be  set  upon  li is  head, which  makes 
Dim  ;i  king,  and  also  a  priest,  when  he  is  to  judge  the  Lord's  House, 
or  people,  and  rule  upon  his  throne,  and  also  he  is  to  build  the  Tem- 
ple of  the  Lord,  and  bear  the  Glory,  &c.  Now,  as  to  the  adversary 
of  the  Branch,  from  the  fact  of  his  standing  at  his  right  hand,  he  is 
understood  to  lie  (as  he  is  next  to  him)  his  forerunner,  and  who  for 
ihis  resistance  an!  other  things,  is  Called  in  Zech.  1 1 :  19  to  17 — a 
foolish  shrpherd,  whose  poiccr  should  be  taken  away:  and  therefore, 
if,  as  before  stated,  the  socond  eoming  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  Branch, 
his  forerunner  must  be  the  Chief  steward,  set  over  the  Lord's  house- 
hold or  people,  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  his  second  coming,  as 
spoken  of  in  Luke  12:  40  to  48.  I  need  Bay  hut  little  more  upon 
this  subject,  for  most  of  the  saintsaro  well  acquainted  with  the  pecu- 
liar character  and  couis^  of  Joseph,  and  also  his  opposition  to  me,  in 
consequence  of  tho  peculiar  calling  which  the  Lord  put  upon  me,  by 
his  own  hand,  in  A.  D.  1832.     And  about  the    timo    of  this  calling, 
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the  prophecies,  regarding  the  man,  calied  the  Branch,  and  also  Eli- 
jah the  prophet  to  come,  and  restore  all  things,  were  unfolded  to  me 
by  Divine  revelation,  which  caused  ray  brethren  in  the  ministry  also 
to  regard  me  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  a  spirit  of  envy,  as  Joseph'3 
brethren  of  old  regarded  him.  And  I  can  say,  therefore,  that  my 
people  have  hated  me  without  a  just  cause,  yea,  they  have  hat9d,  and 
persecuted  me  for  righteousness'  sake.  Yet  I  can  say,  as  did  Jesus, 
™  Father  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they  do  " 

And  now  my  people,  what  more  can  1  say,  lor  as  the  Lord  com- 
manded, I  have  sent   forth  the  Proclamation,  which  contains  a  mi- 
nute description  of  all  the  sacred  things,  except  two  glorious  crowns, 
one  of  silver  and  gold,  set  with  precious  stones  of  various  hues,    the 
other  of  fine  gold,  and  set  with  the  most  costly  diamonds,  and  also  the 
Directors,  all  of  which  are  to  be  used,  with  the  other  sacred  things. 
When  the  "Ancient  of  Days"  shall  sit,  to  give  power  or  judgment  to 
the  saints,  according  to  Daniel  the  Prophet,  and  also  John  ttie  Reve- 
lator.     B  it  as  it  is  not  shown  in  the  Proclamation,  how  the   sacred 
things  are  to  be  used,  to  constitute  the  sacred  ordinance  of  salvation; 
and  as  it  is  important  that  this   shall  be  understood,    I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  unfold,  as  it  was  given  unto  me,  the  wonderful  mystery  of  the 
receiving1  the  fullness  of  God,  which  as  before  shown  is  salvation,  and 
Ete  nal  Life.     And  in  order  to  understand  this  thing  clearly,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  work  of  the  Father  is  a  work  of  judgment, 
and  not  that  of  a  mediator,    as  was  the  work  of  Jesus,  in  the  Gospel; 
for  a3  before  shown,  he,  in  this  work,  appears  in  the  character  of  the 
Father,  to  judge  and  reward  all,  accordiug  to  their  works,  and  rule  the 
nations  with  a  rod  of  iron.     And  this  is  to  be  through  his  saints,  as 
whoever  overcomes  as  he  overcame,  he  has  promised,  with  him,  shall 
rule  the  nations,  with  a  rod  of  iron      See  Rev.  2:  26,  27.     Now  this 
mysterious!  and  wonderful  rod  of  iron  is  a  sword  which  is  put  into  the 
hand  of  all  the  saints,  by  which  ordinance  power  is  given  to  them  to 
judge,  and  rule  the   nations,  who  shall  rise  up  against  them  in  Zion. 
And  thus  judgment  is   to  be  given  to  the  saints.     Now  to  prove  this, 
see  Revelations  19;   15.     Here  it  is  said,  that  the  nations  should  be 
smi'ten  by  a  sharp  sword,  which  in  the  same  verse,  is  called  a  rod  of 
iron;   and  in  the    previous  quotation  it  is  said,  that  whoever  should 
overcome,  should  crush  the  nations  in  pieces  by  a  rod  of  iron,  and  rule 
them  by  it  also.     Now  to  understand  the  subject  perfectly,    I  will  re- 
fer you  to  Psalms,  149;   here  the  Psalmist  speaks  of  a  new  song  to  be 
suno-  in  Zion,  among  the  congregation  of  the  saints,  and  then  speaks 
of  salvation,  and  in  the  six  following  verses,  he   says,  speaking  of  the 
saints,  let  the  high  praises  of  God  be  in  their  mouth,  and  a  two  edged 
sword  in  their  hand,  to  execute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen  [Gentiles  j 
and  punisJ'.ments  upon  the  people;   to  bind  their  kings  with  chains, 
and  their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron,  to  execute  upon  them    the  judg- 
ment written, — and  then  is  added,  this  Honor  have  all  his  saints.  Now 
by  compaiing  this  Psalm  with  the  previous  quotations  from  the  Reve- 
lations, it  u  clearly  seen  that  judgment  is  to  be  given  to  the  saints,  by 
having  a  s.vord  piit  into  their  hand;  but  they    must   previously  have 
received  the  stone  with  the  new  name  in  i'.  See  Rev.  2:  17. 

The  next  thing  I  shall  notice  is  the  crown,  which  also  is  promised 
to  the  faithful,  and  here  it  is  called  a  crown  of  Life.  See  Rev.  11: 
10.     And  to  show  that  it  is  a  literal  crown,  that  one  could  take  from 
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another,  it  is  said  in  chapter  3d,  11th  verse,  hold  that  fast,  which  thou 
hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown.  Now  this  crowa  of  Life,  as  shown 
unto  me,  by  the  Holy  Angel,  is  composed  of  tico  crowns,  represent- 
ing the  two  priesthoods;  one  is  called  the  crown  of  Israel,  and  the 
other  the  crown  of  Glory.  The  second  crown  is  much  larger  than 
the  other,  so  that  it  sits  properly  on  the  first,  which  will  fit  a  person's 
head  of  a  common  size.  And  this  explains  Zech.  6:  11,12;  where 
Joshua,  in  representing  the  Branch,  has  crowns  set  upon  his  head; 
and  also  Rev.  19:  12;  where  the  same  mysterious  character  is  spoken 
of  as  having  crowns  on  his  head.  It  is  not  stated  how  many  crowns 
are  on  his  ,head,  either  in  the  first  or  second  quotation;  but  as  the 
crowns  represent  the  priesthoods,  which  are  two  only,  of  course  there 
are  only  two.  I  said  the  first  crown  was  called  the  crown  of  Israel, 
and  it  is  so  called,  because  it  represents  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  as 
it  is  composed  of  silver  and  gold  and  curiously  wrought  into  stars,  and 
adorned  with  twelve  precious  stones  of  the  same  kind  as  those  in  Aa- 
ron's breastplate.  See  Ex.  32:  10  to  13;  Hiid  also  the  two  stones  of 
a  Urimand  Thummim.  All  of  which  are  curiously  set  in  the  border  of 
the  crown.  The  second  is  called  the  crown  of  Glory,  as  it  represents 
the  glory  of  God,  which  shines  through  all  worlds  forever.  There- 
fore this  crown  is  composed  of  fine  gold,  curiously  wrought  into  stars 
and  half  moons,  and  adorned  with  thirteen  luminous  diamonds,  of  a 
very  large  size,  twelve  being  set  in  the  border,  and  one  on  ths  center 
of  the  top  of  the  crown.  The  diamonds  represent  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
Father,  with  his  twelve  Apostles  as  equal  with  him,  or  like  him,  who 
represent  the  Church  of  the  First  Born.  Therefore  these  two  crowns, 
used  as  one,  represent  the  fullness  of  the  power  and  glory  of  God, 
and  when  set  upon  the  head  of  those  who  are  to  be  endued  with  pow- 
er from  God,  make  them  equal  and  one  with  the  Father,  and  thus  they 
receive  hisfuUness,  and  become  one  with  him  forever  and  ever. 

The  next  thing  that  claims  attention,  is  the  Book  of  Life,  and  which 
is  so  called,  as  it  forms  one  of  the  seven  sacred  things  to  be  used,  in 
the  great  and  last  ordinance,  through  which  life  eternal  is  given.  And 
also  the  crown  is  called  the  crown  of  Life,  from  the  same  considera- 
tion. Again,  the  Book  of  Life  contains  the  Word  of  God,  or  of 
Christ,  who  says  my  words  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life,  which  explains 
these  words — I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in 
their  hearts.  Therefore,  in  the  last  Holy  ordinance  the  Book  of  Life 
will  be  placed  on  the  breast,  with  the  interpreters  between  the  plates, 
which  have  been  translated,  and  those  of  the  Book  of  Life,  which  ex- 
plains these  words — "Thy  Law  is  a  lam  >  or  light  to  my  feet"  For 
the  interpreters  represent  the  Light  of  God,  and  over  the  plates  (the 
last  plate,  with  the  circles  upon  it,  which  represents  the  Glory  of  God, 
heing  outward,)  is  fastened  the  Breastplate  of  Righteousness,  and 
which  is  so  called  as  it  covers  the  Book  of  Life,  and  thus  represents  a 
shield  to  the  heart,  illuminated  by  righteousness;  which  explains  Eph. 
6:  14;  where  the  Apostle  speaks"  of  the  Breastplate  of  Righteousness, 
and  the  Shield  of  Faith;  also  it  explains  Isaiah  59:  17 — "  He  (the 
Lord)  put  on  righteousness  as  a  breastplate;"  and  speaking  of  the 
crown,  in  the  next  clause,  says  "And  an  helmet  of  salvation  on  his 
head."  And  then  speaking  of  the  white  robe  to  be  used  in  this  or- 
dmanee,  see  Rev.  3;  5,  viz.,  "  He  that  overcometh  shall^be  clothed  in 
white  raiment,"  aaya,  "and  he  put  on  the  garment  of  vengeance  for 
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clothing,"  as  a  cloak.  See  also  and  compare  Rev.  xix,  II  to  16—*- 
where  the  same  character  is  spoken  of  as  he  is  arrayed  in  a  similar 
manner.  The  last  of  the  sacred  things  to  be  named,  is  a  curious  Ball, 
spoken  of  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  called  Directors,  from  the 
circumstance  of  there  being  in  it  tico  steel  points,  (called  spindles,  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon,)  which  points  directed  the  enquirer  by  faith  the 
proper  couise  to  take.  This  instrument  is  composed  of  a  small  brass 
ball,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  having  two  steel  points  coming 
out  of  it,  in  opposite  directions.  Around  each  of  these  points,  are  12 
square?,  and  between  these  24  squares  on  the  ball,  are  figures  of  vari- 
ous descriptions,  representing  various  things  on  the  earth,  as  vegeta- 
tion, animals,  running  streams  of  water,  &c.  This  ball  represents 
the  earth,  and  the  two  steel  points  represent  the  power  of  God,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  two  priesthoods;  the  twelve  squares  on  one  side,  repre- 
sent the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel;  the  other  twelve  represent  the  twelve 
Apostles.  In  a  word,  this  instrument  represents  the  earth  as  the  King- 
dom of  God,  and  this  the  seventh  sacred  article,  is  put  into  the  hand 
of  every  one,  both  male  and  female,  who  is  found  worthy  to  receive 
the  crown  of  Life.  And  this  explains  the  words  of  Jesus — "  Blessed 
au  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  [or  possess]  the  earth;"  for  this 
ball,  as  before  remarked,  represents  the  earth  as  the  Kingdom  of  God; 
therefore  in  the  figure  of  the  ball  in  the  hand,  is  represented  the  saints 
possessing  the  kingdom  of  God,  which  is  so  commonly  spoken  of  in 
the  scriptures,  that  a  quotation  on  this  point  is  unnecessary. 

As  I  have  now  given  a  general  description  of  the  sacred  things,  (as 
what  is  not  here  described  is  described  in  the  Proclamation,  and  also 
at  the  end  of  this  Address,  which  see,)  and  also  their  general  figura- 
tive meaning,  1  will  proceed  to  speak  of  the  manner  of  preparation 
necessary  to  enable  one  to  pass  through  this  last  ordinance;  for  as  this 
completes  salvation,  no  more  ordinances  for  this  purpose  are  to  be  at- 
tended to  by  those  saved  for  ever.  In  the  course  of  preparation,  the 
first  thing  to  be  attended  to  by  everyone,  after  a  seven  days  fast,  (eat- 
ing once  each  day,)  and  washing  a  white  robe  previously  prepared, 
which  explains  Rev.  vii,  14,  concerning  the  washing  their  robes,  and 
making  them  white,  or  clean,  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;  then  they 
must  be  washed  perfectly  clean,  from  the  head  to  the  feet,  which  ex- 
plains Isaiah  1,  16 — "Wash  you,  make  you  clean,"  &c;  also  chapter 
iv,  4 — "  When  the  Lord  shall  have  washed  away  the  fillh  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  Zion,"  also,  Psalms  51,  2 — "Wash  me  thoroughly  from  mine 
iniquity,  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin;"  verse  7 — "Wash  me  and  I 
shall  be  whiter  than  snow/'  After  which,  seven  measures  of  clean 
or  pure  water  which  has  been  consecrated  to  the  Lord,  are  poured  suc- 
cessively upon  the  head,  which  explains  Isaiah  xliv,  3 — "  I  will  pour 
water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty,"  &c;  and  also  Ezek.  xxxvi,  25 — 
"  Then  will  I  sprinkle  [it  should  read  pour,  as  in  the  first  quotation,] 
clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean,"  &c.  They  are  then 
anointed  with  seven  measures  of  Holy  oil,  poured  successively  on  the 
head,  which  oil  represents  the  Spirit  of  God.  This  anointing-explains 
Psalms  xxiii,  5;  speaking  of  the  last  days,  sep  Psa.  xxii— "  Thou  an- 
ointest  my  head  with  oil,"  &c.  Again,  Psa.  92,  10 — "I  shall  be  an- 
ointed with  fresh  oil  "  Again,  Psa.  xlv,  7 — "Thy  God  hath  anointed 
thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness,  above  thy  fellows."  And  with  reference 
to  this  holy  anointing,  the  apostle  says,  2d  Cor.  1,  21 — "Now  he  which 
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hath  anointed  us  is  God."  Again,  1st  John,  ii,  27 — "  The  anointing 
which  ye  have  received  abideth  in  you."  After  the  anointing,  the 
white  robe  is  pm  on  them,  when  at  the  proper  time  they  are  seated 
upon  the  throne  of  the  Ancient  of  days,  or  of  the  Father,  and  crown- 
ed; when  the  two-edged  sword  is  put  into  their  right  hand,  and  the 
Book  of  Life  and  breastplate  upon  their  breast,  and  the  Directors  are 
put  into  their  lit  hand,  when  all  who  have  not  passed  through  this 
ordinance  bow  the  knee,  and  thus  salvation  is  completed. 

As  1  have  now  described  the  ordinance  by  which  salvation  is  com- 
pleted, I  will  proceed  to  remark,  concerning  the  character  and  coming 
of  the  "Ancient  of  Days,"  and  his  throne,  &c,  as  this  is  a  subject 
connected  with  salvation.  To  commence,  let  me  say  that  the  word 
ancient  signifies  old,  and  therefore  the  name  Ancient  of  Days  means 
the  oldest  living  in  time;  for  days  of  course  means  time,  which  also 
relates  to  the  earth.  Therefore  the  oldest  person  living  on  the  earth, 
according  to  the  above,  is  t!ie  "Ancient  of  Days."  I  am  now  address- 
ing believers  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  as  well  as  in  the  Bible,  and 
therefore  I  shall  refer  to  that  Book,  and  to  the  Bible  also,  to  show  who 
this  character  is,  who  is  to  come  and  give  judgment  to  the  saints, when 
the  Kingdom  of  God  is  set  up  on  the  earth.  I  will  therefore  first  re- 
fer to  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Book  of  Nephi,  chap.  13,  3d  paragraph, 
where  Jesus  in  addressing  the  three  apostles  who  were  to  tarry,  says 
to  them,  "  Ye  have  desired  the  thing,  which  John  my  beloved,  who 
was  with  me  in  my  ministry,  desired  of  me,  therefore  ye  shall  never 
taste  of  death;  but  ye  shall  live  to  behold  all  the  doings  of  the  Father, 
unto  the  children  of  men,  even  until  all  things  shall  be  fulfilled;  when 
1  shall  come  in  mv  glory,  with  ihe  powers  of  Heaven;  and  then  shall 
ye  be  blest  in  the  Kingdom  of  my  Father."  I  will  now  refer  to  the 
Bible;  see  John  xxi:  22,  23,  24;  "Jesus  saith  unto  him  [Peter]  if  I 
will  that  he  [John]  tarry  till  1  come,  what  is  that  to  thee;  follow  thou 
me.  Then  went  this  saying  abroad  among  the  brethren,  that,  that 
disciple  should  not  die.*'  And  says  John,  24ih  verse,  "  This  is  the  dis- 
ciple which  testifieth  of  these  things,  and  wrote  these  things,"  and 
then  adds — "and  we  know  that  his  testimony  is  tine,"  as  much  as  to 
sny;  T,  John,  who  wroto  this  account,  heard,  and  know,  that  these 
words  are  true.  Again,  in  Rev.  x,  13,  the  Angel  says  to  John,  in 
Katmos,  when  he  was  about  an  hundred  years  of  age,  for  he  was 
banished  there  in  A.  D.  1)6 — "  Thou  must  prophesy  again  before  ma- 
ny people,  nations,  and  tongues,  and  kings."  Which  prediction  could 
not  have  been  fulfilled,  in  the  time  of  the  primitive  church.  There- 
lure,  it  must  be  fulfilled  in  the  latter  days. 

Now  John  was  tho  first  called;  i.  e.,  before  the  three  Nepldtes, 
and  therefore  is  the  oldest  of  the  fowr  in  the  ministry,  and  whether 
he  is  their  senior  in  years  it  matters  not,  as  he  is  the  oldest  in  the 
faith  of  Christ,  and  in  the  Apostleship;  hence,  he  is  the  oldest  in 
the  Authority  of  the  Gospel  dispensation  of  all  living  on  the  earth. 
Therefore,  John  the  Reoelntor,  is  the  mysterious  character,  called  the 
"  Ancient  of  Days,"  and  he,  therefore,  is  in  the  figure  of  Adam,  and 
represents  the  Father,  and  is  the  character  spoken  of  in  Rev.  4:  2, 
Bitting  on  the  throne,  and  holding  in  his  right  hand — see  chap.  5:  1, 
the  book  with  seven  seals,  which  is  the  Book  of  Life,  and  also  is  the 
same  character  on  the  Great  White  Throne,  before  whom  the  Books, 
and  the  other  the,  Book   of  Life,  are   opened;  also,  Rev.  20:   U,  12, 
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which  is  another  view  of  the  same  throne,  &c.  We  shall  therefore, 
next  speak  of  this  throne  of  the  Ancient  of  Days,  and  in  order  to  ful- 
ly explain  this  matter,  I  shall  refer  to  Rev.  4:  1,  2,  3,  4.  In  the  first 
verse,  John  was  called  to  see  things,  which  he,  the  Angel  says  must 
be  hereafter.  So  the  throne  spoken  of  in  verse  2,  was  not  then  in 
existence  and  therefore  must  be  set  up  after  that  time.  In  the  4ih 
verse  it  says  "round  about  this  throne  were  twenty-four  seats,"  called 
in  chap.  20:  4.  "  thrones;"  also,  in  Daniel,  7:  9.  Daniel  says,  '*  I 
beheld  till  the  thrones  were  cast  down."  It  should  read,  set  or  plac- 
ed; and  then  he  adds,  and  the  "Ancient  of  Days  did  sit,"  as  in  Rev. 
4:  2,  "A  throne  was  set  in  Heaven,  and  one  sat  on  the  throne,"  &c. 
"  And  round  about  this  throne,"  says  the  4th  verse,  "  were  twenty- 
four  seats  or  thrones."  Now  in  order  to  explain  this  clearly,  I  will 
refer  to  the  circles  composed  of  the  figures  resembling  the  sun,  stars, 
and  moons,  or  the  last  plate  of  the  Book  of  Life.  Where  the  center 
circle  with  rays  represents  the  throne  of  the  Father,  and  the  24  other 
circles,  are  designed  to  represent  the  24  seats  spoken  of  in  Rev.  4: 
4.  Therefore,  instead  of  24  seats  it  is  24  circles  of  seats  or  thrones, 
but  as  the  saints  are  in  white,  all  was  seen  by  John  in  vision  as  one 
great  white  throne,  and  each  seat  or  throne  is  so  arranged  as  to  con- 
ta'  l  two  persons,  and  the  star  here  represents  the  man,  and  the 
moon  represents  the  woman;  for  here  at  this  time,  each  pair  receive 
their  power  as  one  to  commence  their  work  preparatory  to  the  bring- 
ing forth  their  own  kingdom,  or  rather  the  kingdom  of  the  Father  af- 
ter the  pattern  of  the  first.  After  showing  that  John,  the  Revelator, 
is  the  Ancient  of  Days,  and  the  Book  with  7  seals  is  the  Book  of 
Life.  I  will  proceed  to  show  who  it  is  that  takes  the  Book  and  opens 
the  Seals.  It  is  said  that  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  root  of 
David,  is  the  character.  See  Rev.  5:  5.  And  in  order  to  understand 
who  this  is,  I  will  refer  to  Isaiah  II:  10,  viz.,  "  In  that  day,  there 
shall  be  a  Root  of  Je=se,  (who  is  the  Father  of  David,)  who  shall 
stand  for  an  Ensign  of  the  People,  to  him  shall  the  Genti'es  seek,  and 
bis  rest  shall  be  Glorious."  12th  verse,  "  And  he  shall  set  up  an 
Ensign  for  the  Nations,  and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Is- 
rael" &c.  Now  it  is  plainly  seen  that  this  Ensign  is  (he  R.oot 
of  Jesse,  and  inasmuch  as  he  is  the  Father  of  David,  he  is  the  root  of 
David,  also.  Now  who  is  this  Ensign  that  gathers  Israel,  aTid  brings 
in  a  Glorious  rest,  and  in  whom  the  Gentiles  should  trust,  but  the 
Lord  in  his  second  coming;  as  it  is  said,  when  this  Ensign  is  set  up, 
that  the  Lord  sets  his  hand  the  second  time  to  gather  Israel.  And  it 
is  declared  also,  that  then  they  shall  be  gathered  from  the  §four  cor- 
ners of  the  earth.  Now  as  the  House  of  Israel  was  not  thus  gatheied 
by  Jesus  Christ  at  his  first  coming,  it  is  evident,  that,  he  in  that 
character  was  not  the  Ensign  here  spoken  of.  Therefore,  as  it  is  plain- 
ly shown  that  this  Ensign  and  the  root  of  David  is  the  same  charac- 
ter, it  is  clearly  pioved,  that  he  is  the  character  to  open  the  Book  of 
Life.  And  to  confirm  the  idea,  that  it  is  the  Lord  ill  his  second 
coming,  he,  (Jesus,  himself,)  says,  "I,  Jesus,  have  sent  mine  An- 
gel," &c.  'T  am  the  root,  and  the  offspring  of  David."  There- 
fore, from  this  last  quotation,  we  are  to  understand,  that  as  the  term 
root  of  David  signifies  the  Source,  or  Creator,  or  Father  of  David, 
and  as  I  have  before  shown,  that  Jesus  in  his  second  coming  appears 
in  the  character  of  the  Father.       It    is  in  this    charactei  that  he  opens 
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the  Book.  For  mark,  it  is  said  that  the  Root,  not  the  offspring  of  Da- 
vid, opens  the  Book.  In  his  first  coming  he  was  the  soft,  the  off- 
spring of  David,  and  not  the  root,  as  all  can  see.  Therefore,  the  ex- 
pression, "I  am  the  root  and  the  offspring  of  David;"  signifies:  1 
am  the  Father,  and  the  Son;  the  very  words  of  the  Lord  to  the 
brother  of  Jared.  See  Book  of  Esther,  last  part  of  the  second  para- 
agrnph.  "Behold  I  am  Jesus  Christ.  1  am  the  Father  and  the  son." 
And  with  this  agrees  his  words  to  Philip,  "he  that  hath  seen  me 
hath  seen  the  Father;"  but  as  before  remarked,  he  did  not  assume 
the  name  of  the  Father  in  his  first  coming,  but  will  in  his  second, 
and  for  this  reason,  he  said  that  the  restoration  of  Israel  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Father  which  explains  Mathew,  26':  3li; 
26:  3b',  that  the  day  and  the  hour  of  the  second  coining  of  the  Lord, 
the  Father  only  knew.  Therefore  the  taking  the  Book  with  the  seven 
seals  out  of  the  hand  of  the  "Ancient  of  Days,"  is  the  great  sign  of 
the  second  coming  of  the  Lord.  For  when  this  scene  is  opened  to  the 
view  of  the  saints,  (and  no  other  eye  will  behold  it,)  they  will  then 
know  that  the  revelations- of  John  are  fulfilled,  concerning  the  second 
coming  of  the  Lord  as  the  root  of  David,  and  they  will  then  see  and 
know  that  the  Prophet  to  bo  raised  up  like  unto  Moses,  is  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel,  and  also  the  Shepherd,  who  is  to  lead  Joseph  like  a 
Hock,  who,  also,  is  the  Redeemer,  or  Deliverer,  who  is  to  come  to  Zion, 
and  also  unto  them  that  turn  from  transgression  in  Jacob;  and  when 
they  see  this,  they  will  fall  down  before  him,  as  it  is  said,  when  he 
takes  the  Book,  and  then  they  will  sing  the  new  sonrj,  which  none  but 
those  who  follow  him  can  ever  learn.  And  thus  the  one  like  unto 
the  son  of  man,  spoken  of  in  Daniel,  comes  to  the  Ancient  of  Days 
and  receives  his  Kingdom  and  Glory,  or  Honor  and  Dominion,  &c, 
as  spoken  of  in  Daniel  7:  13,  14,  after  which  he  makes  the  Saints 
equal  with    him. 

Therefore,  the  Opening  Scene  of  the  Judgment  in  the  greater  tem- 
poral woik  by  the  Ancient  of  Days,  is  the  one  like  unto  the  Son  of 
man,  (who  represents  his  people,  who  are  the  powers  or  clouds  he 
comes  with,  or  upon,  or  at  the  head  of,  as  differently  expressed  in  the 
Scriptures,  but  signifying  the  same  thing, )  coming  before  the  Ancient 
of  Days  and  receiving  a  Kingdom  as  before  stated.  It  is  said  in  Dan- 
iel, that  the  clouds,  or  saints  brought  him  near  before  jlhe  Ancient  of 
Days:  and  John  said  he  stood  in  the  very  midst  of  the  throne,  as  that 
would  be  his  place,  from  the  fact  of  his  being  the  chief  leader  of  his 
people. 

Now,  all  these  things  are  to  take  place  according  to  the  flesh,  or  af- 
ter a  temporal  manner.  Joseph  in  his  regal  power  glanced  at  this 
bubject  also. 

1  have  now  shown  the  order  of  the  Judgment  in  the  greater  tempo- 
ral work,  and  how  the  son  comes  with  the  clouds,  and  in  the  Glory, 
or  Character  -of  the  Father,  and  in  this  character  receives  his  King- 
dom which  shall  never  be  overthrown.  And  as  I  spake  of  the  24 
Circles  ot  thrones  as  one  great  throne,  because,  each  throne  being 
alike  made  them  one,  as  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  one.and  the  saints 
who  filled  them,  clothed  in  their  white  robes  alike,  gave  all  the  appear- 
ance of  one  great  while  throne  as  before  stated.  And,  as  1 
spake  of  the  woman  here,  having  the  same  honor  and  power  given  un- 
to her  as  the   man,  and  thus  to   become  one  with  him,  that  each  pair 
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might  begin  lo  prepare  to  bring  forth  the  Kingdom  of  God  after  the 
pattern  of  the  first,  but  did  not  fully  explain  this  last  statement,  and 
also,  as  Joseph  had  an  indistinct  view  of  this  subject,  I  will  now  re- 
mark further  upon  it.  I  will,  therefore,  first  refer  to  the  Apostle, 
who  says  that  the  man  is  not  without  the  woman,  nor  the  woman 
without  the  man  in  the  Lord.  1st  Cor.  11:  11.  Again,  "There  is 
neither  male  nor  female,  for  ye  are  one  in  Chrisl."  So,  from  this  it 
appears,  that  the  male  and  female  are  to  be  equal  and  one  as  the  Lord 
and  his  saints  are  one.  So  that  all  are  to  be  set  free  together,  and  iu 
that  state  of  freedom  they  are  no  less  one  than  God  and  his  people 
are  one.  For  as  the  woman  was  taken  out  of  man,  they  belong  to 
each  other  in  their  order,  and  must  become  one,  before  they  can 
bring  forth  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Therefore  as  before  remarked, 
they  all  must  pass  through  the  ordinance  of  Salvation  in  the  same 
manner;  and  thus,  all  are  made  free.  But,  as  before  stated,  as  the 
man  and  woman  are  made  one  in  the  order  of  God,  (as  Adam  was 
in  his  image  before  the  woman  was  created  out  of  him,)  they  must 
be  crowned  in  pairs,  but  this  does  not  necessarily  bind  them  together; 
that  h,  the  same  pair  are  not  bound  to  dwell  together  as  husband 
and  wife;  for,  as  before  stated,  this  is  the  order  of  an  ordinance  by 
which  Salvation  comes  to  both  male  and  female  alike,  and  thus  alt 
are  made  free  forever.  And.  therefore,  they  are  called  the  Church  of 
theirs*  born,  or  the  Congregation  of  the  mighty,  and  the  first  born 
of  each  pair,  (and  all  arc  the  first  born  then,  as  both  are  one  in  the 
Church,)  would  be  heir  of  his  Father's  throne,  as  well  as  his  Priest- 
hood. And  thus,  each  pair  commences  again  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
&ud  neither  they  nor  their  children  die  any  more,  for  they  are  as  the 
Angels  of  God,  says  Jesus,  "being  the  children  of  the  resurrection," 
i.  e.,  they  who  have  come  forth  in  the  first  resurrection,  having  pass- 
ed from  the  power  of  death,  of  course  they  are  Spirits  of  God,  i.  e., 
like  him;  and  their  children  would  be  Spirits,  also.  i.  e.,  as  the  angels, 
or  Servants  of  God,  and  never  die  in  Heaven.  For,  after  the  King- 
dom of  God  is  set  up  upon  the  Earth,  the  whole  Earth  becomes  his 
Kingdom,  which  is  called  by  Daniel,  the  Kingdom  under  the  whole 
Heaven,  and  which  is  called  in  the  Scriptures,  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven;  and  in  which,  the  Church  of  the  first  born,  and  all  their 
offspring  will  remain  until  each  pair  through  lhe\r  first  born,  prepares 
a  natural  world  as  this  was  iu  the  beginning.  Then  each  Angel 
will  pass  into  their  respective  world,  that  they  may  become  through 
the  first  resurrection  as  their  parents,  that  by  the  power  of  God,  they 
also,  may  bring  forth  his  Kingdom,  as  their  fathers  had  done  before 
them.  And  this  explains  the  words  of  Jesus:  "The  Father  sheweth 
the  Son  all  things  that  himself  doelh."  Again,  "He  hath  given  all 
things  unto  the  hand  of  the  Son."  Again,  "That  all  men  should 
honor  the  Son  even  as  they  honor  the  Father." 

And  thus,  as  before  remarked,  man's  high  Destiny,  is  to  become  as 
his  Creator,  and  for  this  reason,  he  is  mado  in  his  image.  And,  in 
order  that  spirits  may  increase  without  end,  they  are  male  and  female. 
And  thus,  the  work  of  God  in  Creation,  Redemption,  and  Salvation, 
or  Perfection,  continues  forever  and  ever.  And  thus  the  Church  of 
the  first  born  becomes  as  a  flock  of  sheep,  and  they  move  in  the  order 
of  nature,  and  there  is  no  strife  or  evil  among  them,  neither  is  there 
any  occasion  lor  any.      For    merchandising    ceases,  and,    indeed,  all 
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the  institutions  and  inventions,  or  former  usages  of  Society,  which 
God  does  not  then  approve,  is  known  no  more.  For  the  former 
things  have  pased  away,  and  all  tilings  have  hecome  ueic,  and  noth- 
ing will  be  among  them  to  molest  or  make  them  afraid;  but,  in  the 
language  of  prophecy,  they  will  feed  in  good  pastures,  and  lie  down 
beside  still  waters,  and  sleep  in  the  woods  "For  the  evil  beasts 
shall  cease  out  of  the  land.  See  Ezekiel  34:  25  to  29;  Rev.  7:  13  to 
17. 

Having  now  shown  the  character  of  the  society  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  which  is  the  Congregation  of  the  mighty,  or  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Church  of  the  first  born,  having  the  name  of  the  Fath- 
er written  upon  them  as  spoken  of  in  the  Scriptures.  I  will  remark 
more  particularly  concerning  the  greater  spiritual  work;  so  that  it  can 
be  plainly  seen  why  this  present  work  of  God  is  so  called  that  the 
saints  may  know  how  to  regarl  it,  and,  also,  its  authority.  And  in 
order  to  do  this  it  must  be  understood  that  the  great  work  of  Judgment, 
or  Salvation  completed,  is  of  both  a  spiritual  and  literal,  or  temporal 
character.  Again,  it  must  be  understood  that  the  spirit  is  not  tangible 
to  the  flesh  which  is  literal,  however,  each  is  tangible  to  that  of  its 
own  nature,  i.  e.  spirit  is  tangible  to  spirit,  and  flesh  is  tangible  to 
flesh. 

Therefore,  as  mind  or  intelligence  is  spirit,  all  connected  with  mind 
of  course  must  be  spiritual.  Hence  faith  being  a  principle  of  mind, 
of  course  is  spiritual.  Therefore,  because  this  present  work  of  the 
Father  is  a  matter  of  faith,  it  is  spiritual,  that  through  faith  the  be- 
liever may  attain  to  the  temporal  work,  which  is  to  see  the  sacred 
ihings  with  their  eves,  and  handle  them  with  their  hands,  which  is 
the  highest  degree  of  knowledge,  and  not  faith.  Therefore,  as  it  is 
ordained  of  God  that  salvation  is  to  be  received  through  faith,  so,  of 
course,  such  a  disposition  must  bo  made  of  the  sacred  things,  that 
those  who  would  see  them,  must  first  believe  that  they  c*n  do  so. 
Therefore,  has  God  caused  them  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
per instrument,  through  the  same  course  of  preparation,  as  is  required 
for  other  believers,  that  is,  faith,  and  the  washing,  and  anointing, 
and  robing,  and  at  last  receiving  them  from  him  who  represented  the 
Father,  and  all  attended  by  the  same  ceremony  that  will  attend  the 
sacred  ordinance  of  salvation  in  the  greater  temporal  work.  There- 
fore, if  the  power  to  judge,  as  the  first  born,  and  to  see  as  the  Father, 
is  given  in  this  sacred  ordinance,  to  each  of  the  saints,  in  the  greater 
temporal  work,  of  course  the  same  power  is  now  conferred  on  him 
who  is  the  first  called.  For  he  has  passed  through  this  ordinance. 
Th-  refore,  as  he  has  passed  through  this  ordinance  of  salvation  in  the 
greater  tempo: al  work,  he  is  now  prepared  to  judge  and  lead  his  peo- 
ple, and  prepare  them  to  receive  the  same  things  which  he  has  re- 
ceived, that  they  may  bo  like  him,  or  equal  with  him.  Therefore,  be- 
cause the  preparation  for  salvation,  or  the  greater  temporal  work,  is 
faith  in  the  Proclamation,  and  confidence  in  the  first  one  called,  as  a 
leader  in  all  things,  to  prepare  this  people  to  meet  the  "  Ancient  ot 
Days."  This  present  work  is  called,  (as  it  is  connected  with  the 
greater  temporal  work,)  the  greater  spiritual  work.  And  as  none  but 
him  who  is  the  first  called,  has  received  the  sacred  things,  in  the  form 
of  the  ordinance  of  salvation,  he  of  course  is  the  head  temporally,  as 
well  as  spiritually,  of  this  work,  until  his  people  are  made  equal   with 
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him,  after  which  they  will  appoint  him  their  head  again,  which  ex- 
plains Psalms  32,  1,  "  God  stanle'k  in  th>  congregation  of  the 
mighty,  he  j'udgeih  among  the  Gids  Also.  Psalms  9f->,  ',i.  For  the 
Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King,  above  all  Gods."  Also,  Rev. 
14,  1,  And  I  looked,  and  lb,  a  Lambs'ood  upon  tho  Mount  Zion,  and 
with  him  an  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  having  his  Father's 
name  w;itten  in  their  foreheads;  4th  verse,  These  are  they  who  fol- 
low the  Lamb  whithersoever  he  goeth.  Again,  see  Rev.  19,14,  And 
the  armies  which  were  in  heaven,  followed  him,  &c  Speaking  of 
the  one  culled  Faithful  and  True,  upon  the  white  horse,  at  the  head  of 
his  people,  and  who  is  therefore,  as  his  people  are  all  kings  and  lords, 
called  the  King  of  kings,  am'  Lord  of  lords  See  verse  16,  also  verse 
19,  which  also  fulfills  uiid  explains  many  other  Scriptures  speaking  of 
these  things.  Now,  Joseph  glanced  at  this  subject,  in  what  is  called 
the  "Paraclete,"  as  published  in  the  Times  and  Seasons.  After  this 
the  Lamamtes  are  brought  into  the  Kingdom  and  the  New  Jeiusalem, 
by  the  mighty  power  of  God;  as  they  are  ignorant  and  cannot  read  or 
understand  Preaching,  arid  this  will  fulfill  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Book 
of  Nephi,  chapter  10,  1st  paragraph,  "  And  then  shall  they  assist  my 
people,  (the  remnant  of  Joseph)  that  they  may  be  gathered  in,  who 
are  scattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the  land,  iu  unto  the  New  Jerusa- 
lem," «Vc.  Also,  chap  9,  paragraph  6,  "And  Ihe'powers  of  heaven 
shall  be  in  the  midst  of  this  people,  yea,  even  I  will  be  in  the  midst 
of  you;"  and  then  Jesus  ad'is,  "Behold,  1  am  he  of  whom  Moses 
spake,  saying,  A  prophet  shall  the  Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  you, 
of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me."  So  that  as  Moses  delivered,  and 
led  his  people  by  the  rod,  which  was  the  stiff  and  also  the  sceptre  of 
Adam,  even  so  will  this  last  prophet  deliver  and  lead  his  people,  by  the 
power  of  the  sword,  which  was  the  sceptre  of  Joseph  in  Egypt,  called 
the  rod  of  iron  by  which  he  will  break  the  Gentile  nations  or  Govern- 
ments :o  pieces,  and  by  which,  also,  he  delivers  the  Jews,  and  gathers 
them  to  Jerusalem,  and  extends  his  dominion  over  the  whole  earth,  as 
written  in  the  prophecies.  From  the  foregoing  it  is  clearly  seen,  that 
the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  is  according  to  the  flesh,  as  the  first 
coming,  the  difference  being  merely  in  the  manner  of  his  appearing, 
and  iu  the  character  he  assumes  in  his  second  coming,  as  also  the 
character  of  the  wor'i  he  comes  to  establish.  It  is  also  seen  that  sal- 
vation is  to  come  to  persons  on  the  earth  and  in  time,  to  those  who, 
through  faith  in  Christ,  and  a  previous  preparation,  are  worthy  of  it, 
and  no  other.  And  also  it  is  seen  that  salvation,  or  eternal  life,  is  re- 
ceived through  an  ordinance  ordained  of  God,  expressly  for  that  very 
purpose,  and  that  as  simple  in  its  nature,  and  as  easy  to  be  understood, 
and  to  be  attended  to,  and  fully  as  liteial  in  every  sense,  as  water  bap- 
tism, for  the  remission  of  sins.  The  true  character  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  the  great  judgment,  and  the  reward  of  the  saints,  is  also 
clearly  set  forth  in  this  address.  The  true  character  and  order  of  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven,  or  the  roign  of  Jesus  Christ  ou  the  earth  with  his 
saints  a  thousand  years,  is  also  so  plainly  laid  down,  that  even  a  child 
of  ordinary  capacity  can  understand.  The  time,  and  manner,  and 
the  instrument,  of  the  gathering  of  the  Jews,  as  mentioned  in  tho 
Roll,  (which  this  Address  is  designed  to  follow,)  is  also  plainly  set 
forth,  so  that  all  can  see  that  this  last  great  work  of  the  Lord,  is  in  all 
things  according  to  the  prophecies  in  both  the  Bible  and  Book  of  Mor- 
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mon.  Even  the  peculiar  manner  of  the  calling  of  the  above  men-r 
tioned  instrument,  as  also  the  opposition  to  him  by  lii.-t  forerunner, un- 
til the  Lord  rebuked  him,  is  likewise  so  plainly  set  forth,  that  none 
wlio  read  this  Address,  and  carefully  consider  it,  can  find  any  excuse 
ill  their  own  conscience  for  disregarding  these  things.  Therefore,  if 
tiiev  neglect  10  atlend  to  them,  even  th< ir  own  hearts,  before  God, 
will  condemn  ihein,  and  they  wi  1  be  compelled  to  acknowledge  their 
judgment  and  condemnation  just,  when  they  behold  that  they  have 
lost  the  crown  of  glory,  and  the  inheritance  which  has  long  been 
promised  to  those  who  are  humble  and  lowl\  in  heart,  and  in  all  things 
faithful  to  the  end  And  here  allow  me  to  remark,  that  God  always 
has  chosen  such  men  as  the  instruments  of  his  work,  as  were  despised 
by  the  world,  that  the  self-righteous  and  the  lifVd  up  might  be  hum- 
bled and  brought  low;  and,  too,  such  instruments  are  not  at  once  re- 
ceived and  followed  as  the  servants  of  God.  They  are  at  first  set  at 
naught  and  rejected,  even  by  their  own  people,  and  are  persecuted  in 
almost  every  way  that  human  malice  can  invent.  Their  character  is 
traduced  as  far  as  the  tongue  of  slander  is  capable  of  assailing  them, 
and  sometimes  they  are  treated  wiih  violence,  and  all  this  opposition 
and  persecution  usually  proceeds  from  those  who  make  the  highest 
pretensions  to  a  religion  of  some  kind.  And  that  such  characters 
might  receive  a  just  judgment  and  be  shut  out  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  for  their  iniquity,  does  Jesus  appear  in  his  low  humble  estate  both 
in  his  first  and  second  coming!  But,  notwithstanding,  for  a  little  sea- 
son, he  may  be  trodden  down  as  the  dirt  of  the  streets,  yet  he  will 
arise  in  his  mighty  power,  yea,  in  his  own  omnipotence,  and  tread  his 
enemies  under  his  feet;  and  then  wo  unto  them  who  have  despised 
the  day  of  smalL  things,  for  they  will  have  to  take  up  the  lametutation. 
The  harvest  is  past,  the  summer  is  ended,  and  we  are  not  saved 
And  such  as  now  despise  the  day  of  small  things,  are  here  reminded 
that  the  mighty  Moses  was  at  first  weak,  like  other  men,  and  had  to 
flee  for  his  hfe,  for  doing  an  act  of  kindness,  to  deliver  one  of  his 
brethren  from  a  cruel  tyrant.  And  also  that  even  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Groat  Redeemer;  he  who  is  about  to  rule  the  wicked  Gentile  nations 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  was  once  a  helpless  babe,  who  first  saw  light  in  a 
stable  erected  as  a  shelter  for  beasts;  and  as  surely  as  the  prophecies 
are  true,  so  sure  it  is,  that  the  character,  who  is  the  man  called  the 
Branch,  will  yet  arise  in  power,  as  the  mighty  and  strong  one,  spoken 
of  in  Isaiah,  23,  2.  1  will  hero  offer  a  few  remarks  concerning  the 
people  called  in  Isaiah  28,  1,  "The  Drunkards  of  Ephraim,"  and  say- 
that  they  are  the  people  commonly  called  Mormons.  My  reasons  are 
these:  1st,  they  are  a  people  of  God,  through  a  covenant  given  of 
God  through  Joseph  Smih,  the  prophet,  who  was  of  the  blood  of 
Ephraim.  Therefore,  as  the  authority  of  this  covenant  was  in  Eph- 
raim,  the  people  of  it,  who  are  Joseph's  Disciples,  are  of  Ephraim. 
2.  This  people,  called  Zion,  (see  Isaiah  2d,  16,)  have  stumbled  and 
and  staggered  at  the  authority  of  the  greater  Priesthood,  as  given  to 
the  Branch,  among  them,  who,  as  before  shown,  is  the  shepherd  and 
stone  of  Israel,  3.  They,  in  consequence  of  the  covenant,  are  exalt- 
ed above  a  I  otuer  people  of  the  Earth,  and  as  they  have  rejected  the 
above  mentioned  authority,  they  have  exalted  themselves  against  the 
Lord,  and,  therefore,  they  are  called,  in  Isaiah  2-*,  1,  the  crown  of 
pnJc,  ifcc,     But,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  tint  the  above   prophecy  is  mostly, 
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if  not  all,  fulfilled;  for  who  desires  to  see  a  repetition  of  such  things  aa 
are  past!  But  it  remains  with  the  saints  to  say  whether  they  are  sat- 
isfied with  the  past  as  a  fulfillment  of  the  above  prophecy.  One  thing 
I  must  say,  and  that  is,  that  none  can  now  stand  in  the  way  ol  God's 
Kingdom  which  he  is  about  to  set  up  on  the  earth,  for  the  time  is  come 
for  it  to  be  established,  and  wo  to  those  who  stand  in  its  way.  I  do 
not  wish  to  intimidate  tl.e  saints,  but  I  speak  advisedly,  and  I  entreat 
them  to  pause  and  reflect  upon  these  things,  and  not  provoke  the 
Lord  to  anger  again;  for  his  wrath  is  now  appeased,  and  his  bowels 
yearn  in  mercy  and  kindness  towards  Ephraim,  and  he  wails  to  bless 
his  people.  See  Jer.  31,  17  to  20.  If  the  Mormons  are  not  the 
people  as  mentioned  above,  then  another  people  of  like  character,  is 
yet  to  arise;  and  if  so,  Joseph  Smith  and  his  disciples  have  had  no 
Divine  authority  for  their  claim  as  the  people  of  God  But  if  thev 
are  the  people  of  God's  covenant  in  Ephraim,  which  thej  claim  lo 
be,  then  they  are  the  people,  as  mentioned  above.'  And  if  so,  then 
the  man  called  the  Branch,  is  brought  forth,  and  the  might)'  one  's 
arising  in  power.  For  his  forerunner  being  dead,  cannot  resist 
him  note.  Therefore,  of  course,  the  prophecy  concerning  this  resis- 
tance, and  the  rebuke  of  God  is  fulfilled;  and  consequently, great  things 
should  now  be  looked  for  by  all  the  saints.  One  thing  I  wish  to  call 
your  attention  to,  here,  and  that  is,  that  the  Branch  was  to  appear  in 
connection  with  his  forerunner,  who,  as  before  shown,  was  Joseph 
the  prophet.  Therefore,  if  Joseph  was  called  of  God,  as  a  prophet, 
to  prepare  the  way  before  the  Lord,  at  his  second- coming,  which  he 
declared  himself  to  be,  and  which  his  Revelations  show,  and  which 
also  his  followers  believe,  and  if  that  second  coming  is  through  the 
Branch,  then  Joseph  must  have  stood  at  his  right  hand,  or  next  to 
him  in  power,  and  also  have  resisted  him  in  his  calling,  as  stated 
elsewhere.  So  that,  in  this  thing,  the  prophecies  are  fulfilled 
As  to  the  connection  between  them,  was  not  this  peculiar  calling  in 
A.  D.  1832,  only  about  two  years  after  Joseph  had  organized  the 
Church;  so,  it  is  clear,  that  in  these  matters,  the  prophecies  are  ful- 
filled, as  above  remarked,  and,  therefore,  what  excuse  have  the  fol- 
lowers of  Joseph  for  rejecting  the  authority  of  this  greater  work;  for, 
a  denial  of  this  is  also  a  denial  of  ihejirst,  for  the  prophecies  connect 
them  together,  and,  therefore,  a  denial  of  either,  is  a  denial  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  as  well  as  the  Bible,  which  contain  the  prophecies 
regarding  them.  Hence,  whoever  denies  anv  of  these  things,  is  an 
infidel  and  under  condemnation,  because  they  reject  the  light  of  the 
truth  shining  in  their  own  hearts,  and,  therefore,  their  own  conscience 
condemns  them,  and  prepares  them  for  God's  judgments. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  I  think  proper  to  remark  a  few  words 
concerning  the  divine  authority  of  the  Branch  which  is  established  thro' 
the  means  of  the  sacred  things  also;  for,  the  evidence  afforded  thro' 
this  means  in  his  favor,  is  the  same  as  that  by  which  Joseph  was  es- 
tablished as  a  Prophet.  Therefore,  if  Joseph  is  to  be  received  in  this 
character,  because  he  had  some  of  the  sacred  things  put  into  his  hands, 
why  not  the  Branch  who  hid  litem  all.  If  it  is  said  that  there  were 
witnesses  of  his  having  (hem  in  his  hands,  so  there  are  witnesses 
now,  also,  that  they  were  put  in  the  hands  of  the  last  Instrument.  If 
it  is  sp.id  that  the  evidence  then,  was  of  a  tangible,  character,  I 
reply    that    Joseph's    work  was  of  that  character ;    as    the    trans- 
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lation  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  the 
Church,  &c,  was  nil  of  a  temporal  character.  But  this  work  being 
a  spiritual  work,  the  evidence,  to  sustain  it,  must  of  course,  be  of  the 
same  character  as  the  work  itself.  But  I  will  be  more  explicit  on  this 
Biibject,  that  it  may  be  distinctly  understood;  and  as  I  have  previously 
shown  why  this  is  called  &  spiritual  work,  I  will  here  remark,  that  in 
this  work  no  one  is  required  to  act  upon  human  testimony  alone,  they 
can  also  have  the  testimony  of  the  rpwrit,  provided  they  have  frith 
in  God,  and  which,  if  they  have  not,  thev  are  under  condemnation; 
for  such  faith,  as  before  shown,  is  required  by  the  Gospel.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  restoring;  this  faith  to  a  benighted  world,  was  Joseph 
called,  and  the  Book  of  Mormon  translated.  Therefore,  this  work  of 
Judgment  arraigns  before  its  tribunal  all  the  delinquents  of  the  Gos- 
pel Dispensation;  whether  in  the  time  of  Ihe  twelve  Apostles,  or  in 
that  of  Joseph,  its  last  Apostle.  And  because  professed  believers  in 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus,  have  not  such  faith,  they  are  under  condemna- 
tion, (as  above  remarked,)  and  upon  such  who  are  of  the  people,  call- 
ed the  crown  of  pride  &c,  will  the  judgment  first  come,  and  after 
ihrough  this  work  of  Judgment,  faith  is  again  restored,  then  the  un- 
believing Gentiles,  who  have  rejectee  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the 
Gospel,  must  also,  in  their  order  and  times  fall,  and  thus  all  will  be 
judged  and  rewaided  according  to  their  works;  for,  none  but  those 
who  overcome  evil,  and  are  faithful  to  the  end,  will  teceive  the  prom- 
ised inheritance,  or  in  other  words,  have  pari  in  the  first  resurrection; 
and.  which  is  to  be  understood  as  a  restoration  of  the  power  of  God 
as  given  to  Adam,  the  Father  of  all,  and  therefore  it  is  said  in  the 
Revelations,  lhat  those  who  were  the  first  fruits  in  the  great  work  of 
Restoration,  had  the  name  of  the  Father  written  in  their  foreheads,  i.  e., 
as  Adam,  the  fust  father,  represented  the  Supreme,  because  he  wts 
thejirst,  and  therefore  the  highest  of  all;  and  as  the  name  represents 
the  person  who  bears  it;  so  the  name  of  the  Father  in  their  foreheads 
shows  the  restoration  to  man  of  Supreme  power,  and  as  it  is  the  first 
time  that  such  power  has  been  returned  to  the  earth  since  Adam,  it 
is  called  the^rsi  restoration,  or  the  restoraft'  n  of  the  first  power  of 
<3-«wlin  man,  as  above  explained;  and  which  to  bring  about  the  ordi- 
nnrce  of  receiving  the  Sacred  things  as  before  stated,  has  been  ineti- 
tuti  d,  and  such  as  are  dead  who  are  entitled  to  have  part  in  the  first 
resurrection  will  be  represented  by  \he  living. 

Joseph  glanced  at  this  subject  when  he  instituted  the  ordinance  of 
Baptism  lor  the  dead.  For  the  dead  who  are  worthy  of  Salvation  in 
the  first  resurrection,  must  of  course,  pass  through  this  la«t  or  finishing 
ordinance  by  proxy.  And  thus,  ihrough  representation,  Jesus  and 
his  worthy  followers,  will  again  stand  on  the  earth.  Then  the  twelve 
apostles  through  their  representatives  will  sit  on  twelve  thrones,  judg- 
ing the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel;  and  then  the  meek  will  inherit  the 
earth,  and  the  faithful  will  rule  over  certain  cities,  as  stated  in  Christ's 
parable,  and  then  all  the  prophecies  and  promises,  and  parables,  re- 
garding the  new  earth,  or  world,  (for  all  things  will  become  new,)  will 
in  that  day  be  fulfilled,  for  nil  God's  work,  for  this  creation  must  take 
place  on  the  earth,  and  not  away  from  it,  for  the  earth  is  the  theater 
or  place  for  all  his  work  regarding  it. 

Concerning  all  old  covenants  being  done  away,  as  mentioned  in 
the  Proclamation,  I  have  to  remark  that  the    authority  and  ordinan- 
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ess  of  each  dispensation  or  system  of  God's  work,  being  new  or 
different  from  that  of  the  preceding  dispensation,  they  are  binding 
or  obligatory  upon  all  those  of  the  previous  system,  which  of  course, 
dispenses  with  ihe  first,  as  the  old  which  passes  away.  Hence,  the 
twelve  Apostles  did  not  preach  circumcision,  for  the  Gospel  dispen- 
sation did  not  require  the  observance  of  the  low  of  Moses;  but  the 
ordinance  of  water,  baptism  by  immersion,  was  enjoined  by  it  as  its 
introductory  and  main  ordinance.  Upon  the  same  principle  this 
last  great  work  of  Judgment,  does  not  require  the  ordinance  of  wa- 
ter  baptism,  because  it  comes  to  those  who  have  passed  through  that 
ordinance;  but  -Anew  ordinance  is  introduced  which  is  peculiar  to  it. 
Therefore,  as  the  ordinance  of  circumcision  made  servants,  and  that 
of  baptism,  heirs  of  God,  so,  also,  has  God  ordained  an  ordinance 
as  before  shown,  through  which  the  inheritance,  which  is  his 
Kingdom,  shall  be  given  unto  the  heirs  who  are  worthy  of  it. 

Therefore,  as  the  existence  of  the  true  God  was  revealed  through 
Moses,  and  his  real  character,  and  the  privilege  of  man  to  be  like 
him  through  Jesus  Christ;  so  through  the  Branch  will  he  establish  his 
kingdom  on  the  earth,  wherein  this  privilege  is  to  be  enjoyed. 

There  is  another  subject,  also,  which  1  deem  important  to  no- 
tice, and  that  is  the  statement  in  the  Roll  that  the  sacred  things  are 
only  seen  by  faith;  because,  in  another  place  it  says  they  shall  be 
seen  and  handled.  And  to  explain  this,"  I  would  ask  whether 
nuy  person  would  go  to  the  west,  (perhaps  some  two  thousand  miles,) 
to  see  these  things  if  they  had  no  faith  thatthev  would  see  them  after 
they  arrived?  Of  course  they  would  not.  Well,  then,  it  is  through 
faith  that  they  will  at  last  see,  and  know  for  themselves. 

Perhaps,  some  will  make  objections  to  the  size  of  the  Roll,  as  it 
is  not  so  large  by  a  great  deal  as  that  mentioned  in  the  prophecy  of 
Zeohariah.  To  such,  I  would  reply,  that  the  length,  twenty  cubits, 
and  the  breadth,  ten  cubits  is  a  mistake,  made  either  in  transcribing 
nr  translating;  for,  the  cubit,  as  now  understood,  being  one  foot  and 
nine  inches,  would  make  the  Roll  thirty-five  feet  long  and  seventeen 
feet  and  six  inches  wide.  I  ask,  could  such  an  enormous,  unwieldly 
sheet  ever  be  printed  or  sent  by  mail.  For  how  is  the  Roll  to  enter 
the  House  as  it  is  stated  in  chap.  5:  4,  unless  by  some  means  it  is 
carried  there.  Again,  why  is  it  called  the  'Flying  Roll,'  nnlcss  it 
is  from  the  consideration  that  it  is  transported  in  the  mails,  which,  by- 
steam,  or  otherwise  are  swiftly  carried  from  place  to  place,  things 
which  were  not  known  in  the  time  of  the  Prophets.  If  so,  then  of 
course,  it  must  be  of  dimensions  suitable  for  printing,  and  mail  trans- 
portation. Then,  if  there  is  a  mistake  as  to  its  size,  who  can  tell 
how  large  it  should  be? 

And  I  will  here  say  tbat  the  Lord  has  sent  forth  the  proclamation, 
as  the  Flying  Roll,  not  only  to  fulfill  the  prophecy  regarding  it,  but  to 
be  the  basis  of  J'aith  in  these  things.  For  who  can  so  minutely  de- 
scribe those  sacred  things,  and  translate  the  Title  rage  of  the  sealed 
record,  (and  also  a  few  of  the  characteis  were  translated  from  the 
Book  of  Life,)  without  seeing  them  ?  Indeed,  who  date  attempt 
such  a  thing  unless  God  commands  it  ?  Has  such  a  thing  ever  been 
attempted  before  by  any  person  ?  Some  may  reply  that  the  Beaver 
Island  Prophet  has  been  pretending  to  translate  the  Sealed  Record,  but 
did  he  not  say  they  were  fine  brats  instead  of  gold?  which,  if  so,  plainly 
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shows  he  knows  nothing  about  (lie  sealed  record,  and  it  also  shows 
his  ignorance  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Perhaps  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark here,  lest  some  might  look  for  the  Colorado  prupliet  or  some 
other  pretender,  to  possess  it  at  some  time,  that  it  was  never  givon  into 
the  hands  of  any  person  after  Joseph  returned  them  to  the  angel, 
until  it,  with  the  other  sacred  things,  by  the  same  angel,  was  brought 
uuto  me;  for  so  he  said  unto  me;  and  as  to  a  further  disposition  of 
them,  see  the  last  clause  of  the  3d  paragraph  of  the  Proclamation. 
Now,  as  to  myself,  all  the  first  elders  of  the  church  of  Christ  under 
Joseph,  are  well  acquainted  with  me,  and  cannot  in  reason  believe, 
that  [  would  attempt  to  deceive  in  this  matter,  for  my  moral  charac- 
ter has  to  this  day  stood  unblemished.  I  was  born  A.  D.  1809,  and 
received  a  tolerable  education;  and  before  A.  D.  1827,  I  made  a  pub- 
lic profession  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  soon  after,  obeying  the  sa- 
cred impulse  of  my  heart,  1  preached  Ivm  as  the  Saviour  of  sinners, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  I  have  endeavored  to  serve  him  as 
well  as  I  was  able.  I  first  joined  a  society  of  people,  who  I  believed 
were  Christians,  from  whom  I  received  a  written  recommendation  as 
a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  after  which  I  labored  for  some  time  among 
the  Baptists,  at  that  day,  as  1  thought,  the  most  devout  and  humble 
people  I  knew.  After  which  I  found  and  united  by  baptism  with  the 
true  church  of  Christ,  commonly  called  Mormons,  from  whom  I  re- 
ceived a  recommendation  as  an  elder  of  said  church,  about  which 
time  the  Lord  called  me,  by  his  own  voice,  and  appointed  me  by  his 
own  hand,  as  the  instrument  of  this  great  work,  in  which  I  now 
6tand.  And  since  that  time,  I  have  traveled  some  10,000  miles  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  have  baptised  about  200  persons  into  the 
church,  and  ordained  some  twenty  or  more  in  the  ministry,  and  not- 
withstanding my  limited  means,  1  have  expended  in  printing,  for 
gratuitous  circulation,  (for  the  cause  of  Zion,)  over  one  hundred 
dollars.  On  the  16th  of  March  last,  i  stood  in  the  Lord's  House  at 
Kirtland,  to  read  a  description  of  the  Sacred  Things,  which  the 
Lord  had  entrusted  to  me,  when  I  called  upon  any  person  who  had 
aught  against  me,  to  make  it  manifest,  but  every  one  of  a  considera- 
ble congregation  kept  silence,  notwithstanding  my  worst  enemies 
were  present.  As  the  Apostle  commends  tho^e  Bishops  or  Shep- 
herds who  have  a  good  report  from  those  without  the  pale  of  the 
church,  see  1st  Tim.  3,  7-  Such  testimonials  are  not  without  their 
weight,  and  therefore  such  may  be  safely  referred  to  here.  There- 
fore, setting  aside  the  numerous  testimonials  I  have  received  from 
different  pans  of  the  United  States,  in  the  form  of  ministerial  cre- 
dentials, letters  of  commendation,  and  certificates  of  character,  some 
of  which  are  certified  to  officially.  License,  to  solemnize  marriages 
cards,  &c.  As  my  proiession  now  places  me  before  the  public  eye, 
all  who  take  any  interest  in  this  great  work,  would  like  to  know  how 
J  was  regarded  in  Kirtland  at  the  time  I  came  before  the  public,  as 
the  instrument  of  this  Dispensation.  And  to  inform  them  I  can  only 
refer  them  to  a  certificate,  signed  by  23  of  the  principal  citizens  of 
the  place,  (several  of  whom  had  been  acquainted  with  me  for  many 
years,)  wi>h  a  view  to  aid  mo  iu  a  business  transaction. 

It  is  as  tollows: 

We.  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Kirtland,  would  say,  that  we  bc- 
liovo  implicit  confidence  may  bo  placed  in  Miv-F.  G.  Bishop,  by  all 
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persons  who  are  disposed  to  transact  business  with  him,  and  thai 
his  word  may  always  be  relied  on,  and  that  as  a  Christian  and  a 
gentleman,  he  is  entitled  to  public  confidence. 

Kirtland,  Ohio,  Oct.  1st,  1851. 

This  certificate  was  most  readily  signed  by  all;  several  of  whom 
are  now  my  enemies,  for  the  mere  sake  of  my  faith,  and  who  to 
destroy  or  interrupt  the  progress  of  this  work  of  the  Lord, are  aiding 
to  fulfill  that  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  speaking  of  making  a  man  an 
offender  for  a  word,  and  laying  a  snare  for  him  that  reproveth  in 
the  gate,  and  turning  aside  the  just  for  a  thing  of  nought,  and  who 
except  they  repent  must  meet  their  just  reward,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  See  Isaiah,  xxix-20.  21.  And  were  it  not  for 
such  characters,  I  should  not  have  inserted  this  Certificate  here, 
and  notwithstanding  such  persons  may  object  to  its  publication, 
their  foolish  course  compels  me  in  justice  to  myself  to  do  so. 
However,  the  names  of  all  the  signers  are  withheld,  as  I  have  not 
consulted  any  of  them,  and  would  by  no  means  publish  their 
names  without  their  consent,  and  neither  is  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
Ho  /ever,  I  have  the  original  certificate,  as  signed  by  each  person 
himself,  in  my  possession,  which  if  necessary  can  be  referred  to 
at  any  time,  and  which  I  regard  with  proper  gratitude  as  an  inval- 
uable testimonial  of  the  esteem  and  kindness  of  the  citizens  of 
Kirtland.  And  here  I  will  remark,  as  an  individual,  that  not- 
withstanding the  peculiar  character  of  this  great  work  of  God 
requires  me  to  pursue  a  different  course  from  any  instrument 
before  me,  yet  I  cherish  no  unkind  feelings  towards  any  one, 
however  they  may  not  think  me  worthy  of  their  society,  and  cast 
out  my  name  as  evil,  and  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  me  for  the 
Lord's  sake;  yet  I  pursue  my  even  course,  rejoicing  in  God  that 
I  am  counted  worthy  to  suffer  a  little  for  his  name's  sake;  for 
says  the  Apostle,  "  All  who  will  live  godly  in  Christ  shall  suffer 
persecution,"  and  says  Jesus,  ','  Wo  unto  you  when  all  men  speak 
well  of  you,"  for  so  were  the  false  Prophets  regarded  ;  again  says 
Jesus,  "A  prophet  has  no  honor  in  his  own  country  and  in  his 
own  house."  Therefore,  such  as  will  stoop  so  low  and  so  dishonor 
themselves,  as  to  disregard  their  own  words  in  seeking  to  injure 
the  reputation  of  the  innocent,  merely  on  the  account  of  a  dif- 
ference in  their  faith,  notwithstanding  they  may  make  high  preten- 
sions to  religion,  yet  they  must,  like  all  others,  be  judged  and 
rewarded  according  to  their  works.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here  to  speak  of  a  certain  vision  which  I  saw  in  a  state  of  trance 
in  1826.  It  was  on  a  Saturday  evening,  and  on  the  7th  of  May, 
as  I  was  retired  in  the  forest  and  engaged  in  solemn  prayer  to 
God,  that  I  suddenly  became  insensible  to  any  thing  around  me  on 
the  earth,  and  yet  I  was  fully  alive  to  the  scene  before  me,  a 
description  of  which  I  will  attempt  up  a  few  words.  1  seemed  to 
stand  on  air  and  surrounded  with  spirits,  yet  none  of  these  seemed 
plainly  visible.  But  before  me  there  appeared  something  resem- 
bling a  wall,  extending  North  and  South,  in  which  there  appeared 
an  aperture  or  opening  somewhat  resembling  a  door,  out  of  which 
shone  a  brilliant  light,  and  in  which  I  saw  distinctly  as  I  ever 
saw,  three  persons  who  were  brighter  than  the  light  in  which 
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they  moved,  descending  near  the  place  where  I  stood.  My  face 
was  towards  the  East, — they  fixed  their  eves  upon  me  and  entiled 
s>  thai  I  was  in  a  perfect  ecstacy  while  gazing  upon  the  heavenly 
vhiiants,  who  ascended  to  the  apenure,  when  they  disappeared. 
But  at  the  verv  iosanl.  another  personage  appeared  heioe  me, 
who  was  mucli  dilfereni  from  tfje  others,  as  he  appealed  as  a  man 
and  not  as  an  aimel  as  the  three  fir-t.  His  hair  wa.<  grey,  and 
hung  curler]  around  his  shoulders,  and  his  countenance  was  digni- 
fied beyond  all  I  ever  conceived  of  human  majesiy.  This  person 
I  regarded  with  feelings  of  indescribable  awe.  He  at  the  same 
time  fixed  his  eyes  upon  me  intently,  to  that  degree  that  1  trembled 
before  him,  when  suddenly  his  countenance  beamed  with  a  smile 
so  heavenly  that  I  was  thrilled  in  my  w  hole  syMeni.  It  seemed 
as  if  a  power  rested  upon  mv  head  which  pervaded  my  entire 
person.  Althesmre  instant  this  wonderful  personage  disappeared, 
and  1  again  returned  to  consciousness  in  the  body  as  before,  deeply 
pondering  on  this  extraordinary  \i-ion.  When  I  first  saw  the 
ihree  persons,  I  Knew  they  were  angels,  ami  by  an  impulse  of  ihe 
same  character.  I  saw  this  person  as  the  Ancient  of  Days,  of  whom 
I  had  read  in  the  Prophecy  of  Daniel.  Now  this  vision  was  pro- 
nounced by  Joseph  the  Prophet,  before  a  Council  of  the  first 
E  ders  in  the  Church.  <  convened  in  Kiriland  in  A.  D  1833.)  to 
whom  I  related  it,  a  Holy  Vision  from  God,  but  he  said  he  did  not 
know  i'.s  meaning,  but  th»t  it  was  a  matter  of  importance,  and  i 
was  told  that  I  snontd  yet  understand  i',  as  it  regarded  myself. 

And  now  since  the  work  of  the  Father  has  commenced,  this 
mvsterious  vi-ion  has  been  fully  opened  to  my  understanding,  and 
]  have  been  instructed  this  is  its  signification.  The  three  angels 
are  the  three  Neophites  remaining  on  the  earth,  and  theirdesceud- 
ing  towards  and  near  me  and  smiling  upon  trie  signified  that  1 
should  come  into  the  work  under  Joseph,  who  acied  under  the 
po^er  given  him  by  them,  and  that  they  would  be  sent  to  me  also, 
which  wrjuid  rill  me  with  treat  joy,  all  of  which  would  prepaie 
Ihe  way  for  me  to  come  btfore  the  Ancient  of  Days  to  receive  the 
spirit  and  power  of  the  Fatner  to  act  in  his  name  on  the  Earth. 
And  here  I  will  relaie  a  circumstance  which  took  place  in  A-  D. 
1842,  in  Nauvoo,  which  wjl!  explain  ihe  above  signification.  By 
fail h,  I  received  a  promise  from  the  Lotd,  that  one  of  the  three 
Aiephites  should  soon  visit  me,  but  that  I  would  not  know  him, 
and  accordingly  soon  after,  when  I  was  thinking  nothing  about 
the  promise,  an  old  man  of  rather  low  stature,  and  somewhat  thick 
ser,  with  a  bald  head  and  grey  hairs,  and  ordinarily  dressed  in  a 
suit  of  light-colored  cloth,  and  carrying  two  singular  appearing 
canes,  called  on  me,  and  requested  to  board  with  me  a  few  days, 
but  which  I  declined,  as  I  was  not  in  circumstances  to  board  any 
person;  however  1  invited  him  to  stop  and  dine  wiih  me,  which 
lie  did.  During  the  time  he  appeared  very  singular,  but  not  suf- 
ficiently so  to  awaken  any  suspicion  that  he  was  the  rAmtor  lor 
whom  1  looked.  He  sung  a  hymn,  which  I  copied,  and  have  now 
in  my  possession.  He  offeied  me  one  of  Ins  canes,  which  how- 
ever I  r.eclined,  as  I  did  not  need  it.  He  had  considerable  to  soy 
about  the  Church  and  about  Jo$ej>h,  and  although  he  retmed  a 
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stranger  to  the  Church,  yet  when  he  left  me,  he  said,  "I  will  go 
down  and  see  BioHier  Jo:-eph  !"  which  somewhat  surprised  ne, 
and  afterwards  I  heard  lhat  he  called  al  Joseph's,  but  soon  after 
was  missing,  and  no  one  knew  v\  here  he  went.  Soon  afier  this 
1  w  as  in  the  spirit,  when  to  my  great  astonishment  I  was  informed 
thai  the  promised  visitor  had  come  ami  left  again  in  the  person 
above  desciiln-d.  This  same  person  was  the  first  I  saw  of  the  your 
remaining  disciples,  a  ml  when  he  appeared  miio  me,  he  ashed, 
"  Do  yon  know  me?"  when  I  at  once  recognized  the  mysterious 
visitor  al  Nauvoo,  as  he  appeared  in  every  way  the  fame  person. 
He  then  inlorined  me  that  the  reason  he  called  on  me  at  the  first, 
was  that  I  might  know  him  when  he  called  on  me  again,  and  this 
to  inspire  me  with  confidence  in  him  as  God's  messenger.  Among 
Oiher  tilings  he  said  that  the  twelve  Apostles  as  chosen  oy  Jesus  weie 
Killers  and  not  High  /'/teste,  and  thai  he  and  his  two  breihren,  as 
Peter.  James  and  John  appeared  to  Joseph  and  Oliver,  to  appoint 
them  to  be  Apostles.  He  also  informed  me  that  the  Greater  things  as 
spoken  of  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  were  about  to  come  fonh,  and 
that  he  whose  name  was  Nephi,  who  was  the  same  Holy  Angel 
ivliu  first  appeared  to  Joseph,  was  sent  to  infnm  me  ot  these 
things,  and  to  bring  to  me  at  the  proper  time  the  Sacred  Things 
which  had  been  long  hid  up  in  the  tanh,  al  er  he  had  given  me 
much  light  on  the  Prophecies  regarding  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  the 
last  days,  and  also  much  instruction  concerning  Jos'ph  and  his 
work,  as/a Iso  the  character  of  his  Authority,  and  had  spoken  of 
his pecul  ar  course,  and  deaih,  &c.  He  said  John  the  Revelator 
w  as  one  of  ihefo.-.r  Angels  spoken  of  in  the  Revelations,  and  that 
he  and  his  two  Brethren  w  tre  the  other  three.  He  then  raid  that 
John  would  next  appear  to  me,  and  instruci  me  with  regard  to  the 
peculiar  character  of  the  great  work  oi  the  Loid  about  to  com- 
mence, as  that  was  not  entrusted  to  him.  Accordingly,  soon  aTer, 
a  remarkable  personage,  ancient  and  very  dignified  and  venerable 
in  his  appearance,  appeared  unto  me  and  said  his  name  was 
John,  and  confirmed  all  that  Nephi  had  told  me,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  unfold  trie  Scriptures  until  I  was  filled  with  astonish- 
ment at  his  wonderlnl  Revelations,  for  he  optntd  my  mind  to  see 
and  comprehend  the  Great  Work  of  the  Faiher  which  he  said  was 
then  about  to  commence,  and  tha  1  was  cuosen  of  God  many 
years  since  to  be  the  principal  instrument  of  it.  He  also  said  it 
was  my  destiny  from  the  beginning,  and  opened  my  mind  to  com- 
prehend E  ernal  things,  so  that  all  was  open  and  plain  to  my  view, 
which  filled  me  wii.h  great  joy.  After  he  had  Concluded  his  in- 
structions lo  me,  he  told  me  that  I  was  then  again  in  the  hands  of 
Nephi,  for  to  be  directed  by  him  in  all  things  preparatory  to  receiv- 
ing the  Sacred  Things,  which,  when  I  was  fullv  prepared,  should 
be  given  into  mv  hands.  But,  however,  when  he  lefi  me,  he  in- 
troduced, or  ra  her  pointed  out  io  me,  the  other  two  Nephite  dis- 
cip'es,  and  gave  me  their  names.  The  e  dest  of  the  l%d  tin  n 
st  >  »d  before  me.  and  gave  me  a  short  ac..o"ni  of  his  histi  r  y,  and 
spake  of  the  coning  ol  Christ  among  Hie  Nephi'es,  as  it  is  given 
in  the  B>ok  of  Mormon,  saying  the  account  was  trve.  and  he  also 
spake  of  the  principal  incidents  of  that  remarkable  event,  and 
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said  he  was  a  witness  that  what  Nephi  and  John  had  told  me  was 
true,  and  blessed  and  left  me  as  John  had  done.  Next  came  the 
third  Nephite  before  me,  and  confirmed  all  the  others  had  told  me; 
also  he  related  some  very  interesting  incidents  in  the  course  of  his 
history,  and  blessed  me  also.  After  a  season  Nephi  again  appeared 
to  me.  and  commanded  me  to  fast  that  day,  and  said  that  he  would 
bring  the  Sacred  Things,  which  were  seven  in  number,  and  that  I 
should  see  them.  1  accordingly  obeyed  his  instructions  and 
fasted,  and  in  the  afternoon  about  3  o'clock  I  retired  to  a  small 
room  and  kneeled  down  before  the  Lord  and  prayed  that  the 
Sacred  Things  might  be  brought  before  me.  When  I  had  ceased 
praying,  Nephi  appeared  with  the  Sacred  Things  in  his  posses- 
sion. He  then  laid  before  me  the  Golden  Plates,  with  the  leaves 
parilv  open,  which  had  been  translated  by  Joseph,  out  of  which 
there  shone  a  beautiful  light.  They  were  then  turned  over,  and 
certain  things  pointed  out  to  me,  when  the  Interpreters  were  laid 
before  me  in  a  similar  manner,  and  also  the  Breastplate,  after 
which  the  Sword  of  Laban  was  presented  and  suspended  before 
me,  theM«r/eof  which  appeared  as  a  flame  of  Jire,  which  greatly 
astonished  me,  when  I  was  informed  by  the  Angel  that  this  sword 
was  the  emblem  ol  God's  Justice  and  Wrath,  which  is  spoken  of 
in  the  Scriptures  as  a  flame  of  fire.  The  smaller  crown  was  then 
laid  before  me,  after  which  the  larger  crown  was  presented  also, 
and  lastly  the  Directors.  The  history  cf  each  of  the  sacred  things 
was  also  given  by  the  Angel,  as  they  were  severally  presented. 
He  said  the  Book  of  Life  was  written  by  the  brother  of  Jated,  who 
also  prepared  the  Interpreters  and  the  larger  crown  as  the  Lord 
commanded  him.  He  also  said  that  the  smaller  crown,  and  the 
sword,  and  also  the  Directors,  were  prepared  by  Joseph  in  Egypt, 
as  the  Lord  commanded  him,  all  of  which  were  used  and  preserved 
among  the  House  of  Israel,  and  a  fierwards  given  to  the  Nephites, 
who  by  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  with  the  larger  crown  hid 
them  up  in  the  earth,  with  other  treasures  in  the  same  Hill  where 
Moroni  deposited  the  Golden  Plates  and  the  other  Sacred  Things 
which  werejn  the  hands  of  Joseph.  With  the  Sacred  Things  was 
also  brought  and  laid  before  me  the  manuscript  of  the  116  pages, 
which  was  translated  by. Joseph,  and  taken  by  Nephi  from  Martin 
Harris,  for  so  he  said  unto  me.  The  manusciipt  was  on  ruled 
paper  of  a  blucish  cast  and  J'oolscap  size,  the  writing  coarse,  and 
heavy,  which  description  Martin  afterwards  said  was  correct  in 
every  particular.  After  being  commanded  to  fast  six  days  from 
that  day  in  the  same  manner,  each  day  until  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  which  would  RM  he  seven  in  all,  and  receiving  a  promise 
that  the  Sacred  Things  should  be  given  into  my  possession  on 
the  seventh  day,  I  arose  from  my  knees  and  left  the  room  with 
my  heart  filled  with  inexpressible  joy,  as  I  had  now  seen  the 
Sac"ed  Things  for  ims-clf,  and  also  knew  that  the  Lord  was  about 
to  commence  his  great  work  for  the  deliverance  of  his  people  in 
Zion,  lor  which  I  and  many  others  had  long  wept  and  prayed. 
For  several  evenings  during  the  succeeding  da\s  of  the  fast,  (as 
each  evening  I  spent  about  an  hour  in  my  little  room,)  I  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  the  presence  of  Nephi,  who  every  time   laid  the 
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Sacred  Things  before  me  in  the  above  order,  using  similar  words 
at  each  time.  After  I  had  retired  to  rest,  my  mind  was  so  com- 
pletely absorbed  and  engaged,  I  had  no  inclination  for  sleep,  and 
al:  hough  the  room  was  naturallv  dark,  yet  to  me  it  would  frequent- 
ly be  so  lignted  up,  that  I  could  see  objects  around  me  very  plain, 
(although  my  companion  at  my  side  said  she  could  see  nothing  ) 
Someiimes  in  the  midst  of  the  light  Nephi  would  appear  before  me, 
so  that  I  could  look  plainly  upm  him  at  which  times  he  continued 
his  instructions.  At  length  the  seventh  day  came,  on  which  I 
was  commanded  to  prepare  mysHf  by  washing,  anointing,  and 
robing,  all  of  which  was  done  in  the  evening,  after  which  I  retired 
to  the  little  room  and  took  my  seat,  and  again  in  deep  and  ardent 
prayer  awaited  in  great  faith  the  promise  of  the  Angel.  But 
Nephi  came  not,  for  he  had  fin:shed  his  mission  to  me.  At  length 
I  was  wrapt  in  vision,  and  stood  before  a  Glorious  Throne,  and  he 
that  sat  thereon  reached  f  rlh  the  crowns,  now  two  in  one,  and 
set  them  on  my  head,  and  he  also  placed  the  Sword  in  my  ri^ht 
hand  and  the  Gildeu  Plates  (with  the  Interpreters  in  the  same) 
in  my  bosom,  which  was  covered  by  the  Breastplate  which  was 
put  upon  my  breast,  after  which  he  placed  in  my  left  hand  the 
Directors. 

Now  the  character  upon  the  Throne,  from  whom  I  received  the  Sa" 
cred  Thing's,  as  before  stated,  was  the  "Ancient  of  Days."  There- 
fore Nephi  and  his  two  brethren,  as  the  three  Angels,  prepared  the 
Way,  whereby  I  came  before  the  fourth,  to  receive  the  sacred  things 
ill  the  last  ordinance,  by  which  power  was  given  unto  me  to  act  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  on  the  earth.  Therefore,  herein  was  the  won- 
derful and  mysterious  vision  (of  the  only  trance  of  the  kind  1  was 
ever  in)  completely  fulfilled;  for  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  trance,  I 
was  thrilled  with  a  fullness  of  joy.  While  1  am  speaking  of  visions, 
for  the  information  of  such  as  have  not  heard,  of  the  real  cause  of 
Joseph's  peculiar  sentiments  regarding  myself,  I  will  remark,  that,  in 
the  summer  of  A.  D.  18'J2,  as  I  was  on  my  bed,,  late  at  night,  and 
engaged  in  deep  prayr  to  God,  to  show  me  the  character  of  the 
Priesthood  otMel-Msiilc'c — which  I  greatly  desired  to  understand — ( 
was  in  the  Spirit:  (however,  1  saw,  and  was  conscious  of  things  around 
me;)  when  suddenly  there  appeared  between  me  and  the  window, 
through  which  the  moon  shone  pleasantly,  a  person  of  God-like  ma- 
jesty, yet  he  seemed  as  perfect  meekness  itsel'-.  He  was  of  the  mid- 
dle stature,  and  somewhat  th  ck  set  i a  his  person,  with  auburn  hair, 
which  hung  in  graceful  curls  upon  his  shoulders:  his  complexion  was 
ruddy,  and  his  features  somewhat  round  an  I  full,  and  his  eye  piercing; 
his  appearance  indicated  a  person  of  near  the  middle  age.  He  was 
dressed  in  a  while,  loose  flowing  robe  of  fiae  texture,  which  reached  to 
his  feet,  and  which  appeared  to  be  plain  and  without  seam  ;  iho 
sleeves  reached  to  the  hand  and  the  bosom  was  open.  He  had  noth- 
ing else  upon  his  person,  and  his  pre-seuce  inspired  me  with  the 
deepest  awe.  He  approached  to  the  bedside,  and  making  a  solemn 
pause,  regarded  me  for  a  moment  with  a  look  seemingly  of  the  deep- 
est intensity.  I  was  alone  in  the  room,  the  door  of  which  was  closed, 
and  as  it  was  about  the  hour  of  midnight,  a  solemn  silence  reigned 
around  me.     He  then  raised  his  hands  and  placed  them  on  my  head, 


at  which  t  experienced  the  sani9   sensation  ai  when  the  Ancient  of 
Divssmil'd  u  i  ri  iin.  fin;  I  wis  filled  with  lie  II  >!y  Spirit  in  a  inau- 
nhr  that  to  igua  c  inint  ex  iress,  when    he  said  •*  I  urd  lin  y<»u  a   Hiorh 
Priest,''  a  i  I  hi  a  ">o  mil  w  i-  ^igi  n  invisible      i  w.v  n  >w  compleie- 
h-  wrao.ie  I  in  wisio",  ail  i  i  this  state,  placed  0:1  a  .-on  or  toroi.e  with 
a  si  in.ru' ar  crown,  apparently  of  (S)U,  on    my  head,   an<l  a  iio-.i  edged 
sword  in  mv  right  h  an  I.      I   wn  t  ie.  a  i  .formed    by  the  same   person, 
who  soeni  <d  to  lie  near  ma.  tint  this  wis  t.»  teach  me  th-  character  irf 
tin  Hughpriesihoo  I :   an  I   th  u   I  should   yet  lead  the  Chinch.     (I'ha 
next,  mo  ning,    I    related   the  virion,  which  soon  came  to  the  eais  of 
J  neiih.  who  regi-da  I  111  J    tVo  .11  that  ti in r--   forward,   as  Saul  rega  ded 
Divil,  at'tM-  Stomal  hid  anointed   him    King  over  Israel,  and   ma   y 
also  of  ill-  Eida-s  envied  iu  •.  after  t ner  hand  th-  visi  m.  as  Joseph's 
biwth  ei  «nvio.l  him  oil  ace  mat  of  his  dreams.    Bui  the  time  It  is  now 
cons  fir  h  itred  to  giv  «  pli  -e  to  I  «ve.  and  envv  to  br  >tharly  kindness. 
Tli 3re fore  L  feel  li'te  Joseph  to   fo  giv3   mv   breihren.    for  what  they 
have  d  1  ie;   for  w  tat  tiny  meant  (•■»•  ev.l,  G  d  has  tinned  far  good;  for 
li  ;reio  li  is  a  ti  rare  bae  a  c  irrie  I  oil  .  all  of  w  licit  in  the  end  w.ll  glo- 
rilV  Gil:  for  in  all  tin  relation    wi  1  Jo-eph  and  his  people,    whether 
i  1  resisting  ins  or  wh  never,  all  ti  n  been  accord  in  5  to  the  prophecie-, 
wiictmtn   ha   fill  illel       An  I    11  at  with -t  nidi  ag  ill  j  Ian  guatge   ol  the 
Lord,  wi  given  through  1113  as   his  seivint.    is  sometimes  sharp  and 
piercing,  like  a  ivvi-e  Iged  sw  >rd    vet  why  should  1  be  bla  11  d;  ior  ar3 
n  >i  the  Revelations  sent  forth  to  Gad's  p  -ople  nil  •.  and  who  w  II  pros- 
p  r  t  >  oppose  the  truth  winch  is  of  God.'     Therefore   [  would  say  to 
tin-  brethren,  (as  Jasep  1   of  old  )    I   am  your  brother,  and  therefore 
still  t  >  my  heart  y  »ii  are  da  ir.     You  c  i-t  ma  aw  iv  from  you  and    re- 
gi-dod  me  as  d  Tad,  yet  for  your  sakes  God   has  preserved   rue,  and 
stdl  retains  m-  here,    and  wh  oe  I  must  remain,    for  this  earth   is  my 
lia'itr  I  and   nl<o  tnv  eternal  ab>d;;  and  I  desire  no  other;   but  I  ptay 
w.th  all  saints  th  it  it  m  iy  be  changed,   so    that    the    Righteous  may 
d.vell  11,101  its  face  forever;   which  will  tike  place  in    the  due  time  of 
ihe  L or' I.  when  it  will  lie  forever  at  rest.     A11'1  behold  this  is  the  great 
rest  of  G  1 1  which  this  great  work  comas  forth  to  usher   in  and  estab- 
lish,  and  therefore  such  as  disregard  it,  like   ihe   Jews   under    Moses. 
cm  not  enter  into  his  Rest      No.v  such  as   suppose    in?    deceived,   in 
these  things,  for  after  read.n  r  the   I1, o  da  mil  ion,  and  this  Address,  no 
person  acquainted  with  me,  or  possessing  an  ordinary  understanding, 
can    believe  that  I  would  intentionally  deceive— therefore   I  would  ask 
such  if  they  had  seen  all  the  visions,    which  are  here  described,  and 
had  leimed  from  dilFereiU  celestial  messengers,  things  which  no  man 
knew,  and   which  in  every   thing  agreed  with   God's    woid;   and  had 
even  conversed  with  such  messengers  face  to  face,  and  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Neahi.  had  ale  a  <l  ilraak.  as  Abraham  of  old,  with  sue,  and  actu- 
ally retained  ill  their  possession  the  strongest  evidence  of  ihe  fact,  and 
h  1 1  s>een  ail  Handled    the   Sacred  Things — I  say,   I  would  ask  such 
persons,  whether  they  could  a  I  mi  t  for  que  m  1  nent  the  thought,  that 
there  was  a  possibility  of    their  being  deceived:   if  not  then,  why  do 
you  doubt  these  thing!  f      l'\>r  have  voll   not  long  looked  and  prayed 
for  the    G  ever    T.iiur*  sp >keu  <  f  in  the  IJook  of  Mormon  to  come 
forth,  that  tho  great  work  of  tue  deliveranca  ol  Zion  in. gin  commence, 
by  the  arising  of  her  Deliverer.     And  now  as  this  Work  is  in  perfect 
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keeping  with  the  Prophecies,  T  ask,  is  it  of  God  or  not?  and  if  it  is  of 
Go  I.  should  you  not  rejoice  that  God  has  again  spoken,  and  set  his 
hand  to  deliver  his  op  nessed  people.  Look  at  the  signs  of  the  times; 
see  the  ••anianites  surrounded  by  the  Gentiles,  who  now  gravely  dis- 
cuss the  subject  of  the  a  .u  hilatiou  of  their  race;  see  how  the  eu- 
croaehmems  of  their  enemies  upon  their  rights  stir  them  up  to  save 
themselves;  look  ai  the  rieice  wars  which  aie  beginning  their  woik  of 
deMruetiou,  from  the  South  to  the  Noun,  along  the  whole  line  of  their 
habitations.  Again  look  at  ihe  country  once  the  United  •  tales  of 
America!  I  say  once,  for  where  now  is  the  Union?  see  how  gravely 
sage  statesmen  sit  i  •  conclave  m  discuss  the  subject  of  dissolution. 
See  how  proudly  one  calls  himself  a  Unionist,  or  vice  versa;  names  a 
few  years  since  unknown.  Again,  look  to  the  Far  West;  see  a  hun- 
dred thousand  people  congregated  in  the  veiy  midst  of  the  Aboriginal 
lords  of  the  land — and  planted  there  too  by  the  hand  of  lhat  Govern- 
ment, which  once  inscribed  upon  its  escutcheon,  Equal  R  gkts,  and 
proudly  boasted  of  its  liberal  institutions!  And  then  ask  jouiself,  is 
the  end  in  ar?  and  if  so,  where  is  he  who  is  io  come  and  deliver  his 
people?  Can  you,  my  people,  look  at  the  signs  of  the  present  time, 
aiH  not  believe  that  mighty  things  are  at  ihe  very  doors?  For  a  few 
years  past,  wars  and  rumors  of  wars,  distressing  casualties  of  every 
character,  and  immense  destruction  of  property,  and  also  of  human 
l.fe,  both  by  sea  and  land,  have  only  been  regarded  as  the  common 
news  of  the  day.  Signs  of  an  unusual  character  have  often  been 
seen,  both  in  the  sky,  and  on  the  earth;  eaitbquakes  have  been  com- 
mon, and  frequently  in  different  places,  the  sea  has  heaved  itself  be- 
yond its  bounds,  innnd 'ting  whole  towns,  and  in  consequence  of  all 
these  things,  and  oi  false  alarms,  that  the  Lord  was  coming  to  destroy 
the  earth,  great  fear  has  come  on  the  people  throughout  the  whole 
Birth.  As  Jesus  said  it  would  be  at  his  second  coming  in  the  Glory 
(or  chaiacter)  of  the  Father,  to  Judge  the  World.  Theiefi.ie  how 
awful  must  be  the  d;  rkness  01  lhat  mind,  that,  does  not  understand  the 
character  of  ihe  times,  or  ol  the  present  age  of  the  world,  'I  u  such 
persons  the  coming  of  the  Lord  i«  as  a  thief  in  the  night;  and  upon 
such  the  stone  falls,  and  giinds  them  to  powder,  iu  the  language  of 
Jesus  when  on  the  earth.  Now  you  that  still  doubt,  ask  yourselves 
what  you  will  have;  if  vou  are  not  satisfied  with  this  Work,  which  is 
in  perfect  keeping  with  all  God's  written  Word.  Wheie  will,  or  can 
you  go  to  find  that  salvation  which  y<  u  have  lung  panted  for?  If  the 
word  and  power  of  Eternal  Lile  is  not  here,  where  is  it? 

I  will  now  leave  those  who  sull  doubi,  to  answer  this  momentous 
question  for  themselves,  and  address  another  cla*s.  who  a  so  call  them- 
selves Mormons,  who  are  scattered  abroad,  and  who  fear  to  go  U|>  to 
Zion;  and  to  such  1  would  say,  lay  aside  your  fears  and  tell  thut  you 
have,  and  help  the  poor  siints  to  Ziun;  for  the  day  of  her  Deliverance 
has  <'ome,  and  why  therefore  should  you  far,  for  the  Loid  will  now 
purif a  his  people,  and  set  his  house  in  order,  and  dwell  viith  them  as 
h'  has  promi-ed  iu  his  woid.  when  he  that  has.  will  be  the  same  as  he 
that  has  not,  for  all  will  lie  eq;ud  Therefore  if  you  tain-  too  lung,  tho 
door  of  the  Kuisdom  will  most  assuredly  be  closed  ayain-t  \ou,  and 
vou  will  call  for  admittance  in  vain;  tor  ii  you  are  not  theie  to  ia  e 
vour  place,  of  course  you  will  lose  your  crown;  and  then  instead  of 
reiguiug  you  must  serve — tear!  hear! 
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Again  I  would  say  a  few  words  to  those  who  disregard  these  things. 
Remember,  the  Prophecies  must  be  fulfilled  in  all  things.  Therefore 
if  you  are  determined  not  to  hear  that  Prophet,  it  would  be  better  for 
you,  and  those  saints  also  who  are  preparing  for  the  Kingdom  of  God 
now  at  hand,  that  you  go  not  among  them;  for  then  your  unbelief  and 
stiffneckeduess  will  only  harm  yourselves,  Indeed,  I  conjure  you,  if 
you  would  a  little  longer  prolong  a  miserable  existence,  not  to  tempt 
the  Lord  to  disregard  his  word.  And  for  this  reason  it  is  said  in  the 
Proclamation,  "  let  none  gather  to  Zion,  but  the  meek  and  lowly  of 
heart,  who  trust  in  the  Lord."  If  any  enquire  what  they  shall  do  as 
touching  the  greater  Spiritual  work,  1  answer,  attend  to  the  word  of 
the  Lord  as  given  in  the  Proclamation;  therefore  let  your  light  shine 
around  you,  and  if  you  are  not  with  the  saints  in  Zion,  make  no  delay 
to  gather  with  them.  For  the  time  is  come  for  the  Eagles  to  be  gath- 
ered to  the  placa  of  the  body;  and  a  short  work  will  the  Lord  noio 
make  on  the  earth;  and  those  who  delay  too  long,  will,  as  I  have  said, 
lose  their  crown.  As  to  the  very  time  when  the  door  of  the  Kingdom 
will  be  closed  against  the  Gentiles,  (which  will  bring  in  their  fullness, 
at  which  time  the  greater  Spiritual  work  ends,  and  the  Ancient  of  Days 
comes.)  it  will  be  when  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  for  all  nations  to 
hear  the  Gospel,  and  for  all  the  saints  to  be  warned  of  these  things, 
and  the  faithful  gathered.  The  warning  is  given  through  the  Procla- 
mation, which  has  now  gone  to  the  four  winds,  a  thousand  of  which 
are  published,  and  some  fitty  of  which  were  sent  to  all  the  principal 
Authorities  in  the  Valley  of*  the  Saints,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number 
to  Kanesville,  Iowa,  and  also  several  to  the  old  countries.  And  if  the 
editors  of  the  various  publications  among  the  saints  will  do  their  du- 
ty, and  publish  the  Proclamation  as  the  Lord  commands  them  in  it, 
within  three  years  from  the  6th  of  April,  iS5rH,  the  entire  body  of  all 
the  faithful  saints  will  be  gathered.  A  hint  to  the  wise  is  sufficient ; 
and  therefore  those  who  have  been  warned,  who  are  not  upon  the 
ground  in  season  to  meet  the  Ancient  of  Days,  of  course  cannot  see 
him,  for  he  only  comes  to  give  Judgment  to  the  saints,  who  are  chosen 
from  among  the  Gentiles,  who  then  receive  power  to  bring  in  the  rem- 
nant of  Jacob,  so  that  his  coming  ends  the  greater  Spiritual  work,  and 
b'gins  the  day  of  power.  Put  as  every  faction  that  has  arisen  among 
the  saints  since  Joseph's  death,  (none  of  which  I  ever  approvod,  and 
I  also  foresaw  the  overthrow  of  them  all,)  lias  generally  commenced 
with  a  re-baptism  of  their  members,  I  say  to  all  the  saints  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  if  you  are  his  people  you  are  made  so  throughy«if/i,  and 
baptism,  which  makes  you  one  in  him;  and  if  so,  why  do  you  netd  a 
re-bapiism?  Whs  such  a  thing  ever  heard  of  as  the  same  person  born 
the  second  time?  and  are  not  those  baptised  l/oin  of  the  water?  Do 
you  not  understand  that  a  re-baptism  under  the  samo  authority  sup- 
poses that  you  have  not  received  baptism  before?  Thetefore  if  yon 
from  a  clear  conscience  have  ever  received  baptism  and  confirmation 
under  the  authority  which  God  gave  through  Joseph,  tho  Prophet  of 
his  people  and  the  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  need  not  look  for  a 
rc-baptism.  But  inasmuch  as  you  are  humble,  and  trust  in  God,  you 
are  an  heir  of  his  Kingdom;  and  now  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  believe 
all  tlie  truth;  and  therefore  you  must  receive  the  greater  spiritual  work, 
and  attend  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  the  instructions  as  given 
through  the  a.tme,  in  all  things.     Therefore,  where  there  i*  a  small  or 
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a  large  company  of  saints  in  a  place,  let  them  as  soon  as  possible,  dis« 
pose  of  all  their  worldly  effects,  such  as  they  do  not  take  with  them; 
and  also  they  should  cheerfully  assist  such  as  have  none  or  little 
means  to  help  them  to  Z.oa,  so  thav  all  the  siints,  both  rich  and  poor, 
may  be  gathered  together;  and  this  the  Gospel  of  Jeans  lequi  es, 
Tnerefore.  such  as  htva  nuans  and  do  not  help  fie  poor  siints  10  Zi- 
Oi,  W  il  bj  ju  1  'id  anmort'ij  of  tin  crow  i  of  internal  Life;  and  this 
ex  jliim  i\-  wards  of  Ja-nis — '  Hlow  ktrhly  sh  ill  they  w'.io  have  rie.hr 
es  eater  Alto  lie  Kinglom  of  Grid. "  Bjcau-se  there  all  are  onr.,  and 
ei/unl  in  all  things;  and  therefore  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  now  at 
hand,  a:l  things  Will  belong  to  l lie  body  of  the  saints,  according  in  the 
order  of  Gj  I,  because  they  ae  one;  and  when  the  Ancient  of  Days 
comes,  the  true  order  of  the  Kingdom  in  all  things  will  be  established, 
so  that  none  ii3ed  have  au.y  fears  concerning  the  matter. 

A  i  >th  3r  i  hiu  .j  ah  >  wmIJ  be  c  )  ii  ui  j  liable,  an  1  im  uirtaiit  to  the 
scat  ere.l  saints  where  there  is  a  company  or  not,  and  that  is — as  the 
Twice  are  gathering  the  saints  to  Zion,  that  they  put  themselves  un- 
der their  directi  m  for  that  purpose.  Bji  if  there  is  no  opportunity  for 
doing  so,  let  them  organize  themselves  into  a  company  in  the  best 
m  inner  possible,  so  that  thev  can  assist  each  other  on  the  way  As  [ 
have  said,  when  the  saints  are  gathered,  the  prepaiation  to  meet  the 
Ancient  of  Days,  by  the  washings,  anointing,  tfcc  ,  which  has  been 
described,  will  be  attended  to  bv  all  who  leccive  the  crown,  as  before 
shown;  and  which  is  the  Great  and  Last  Ordinance  of  the  Greater 
Spiritual  Work,  called  in  the  Proclamation  the  Holy  Anoint  ng..  And 
then  will  come  in  truth,  according  to  tie  Prophecies  of  the  Solemn 
Assembly,  at  which  Joseph  glanced  when  he  called  the  tilde rs  together 
in  the  Temple  at  Kirtland  fiat  they  might  be  endued  with  Powei  from 
on  H  gh.  Therefore  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  say  to  all  the  saints, 
both  mile  and  fern  tie,  from  the  time  you  receive  these  things,  le'  jour 
l;ght  shine  around  you,  that  others  who  are  worthy  of  salvaiion,  may 
also  understand,  an  t  thus  you  shall  be  saviors  to  them,  and  lima  the 
light  of  this  work  shall  spread,  among  all  the  saints.  Tin  refore  as  this 
work  cannot  spread,  unless  you  let  your  light  sh  ne  around  y<>u,  the 
light  in  you  will  expire.  And  if  the  light  in  you  becomes  dark,  how 
great,  trulv,  will  be  that  darkness!  And  bow  awful  also  must  be  \nur 
condemnation!  Is  it  not  said  in  the  Proclamation,  that  the  Lotd  will 
excuse  njne  of  his  people,  but  commanos  them  to  publish  htswoid 
and  warning  by  every  means  that  lays  in  their  power?  and  can  )ou 
not  tell  vour  wife,  or  your  husband,  or  your  child,  or  your  parents,  or 
your  friends,  that  you  believe  and  receive  this  work,  as  the  woikof  the 
Lord,  and  that  you  shall  attend  to  it  as  such,  and  gr.ther  with  his 
people,  if  you  are  notlheie?  Should  y  a  not  obey  God,  ralher  than 
the  flash?  VVno  ther  fore  shall  prevent  you  from  doing  your  duty? 
Shall  the  Husbitn  hinder  the  Wife,  or  the  Wife  the  Husband,  horn 
obeying  theLo.d?  What  excu.-e  then  shall  be  offered  to  the  Lord  by 
any,  for  a  negh  ctol'  duty?  Are  you  not  aware  that  you  have  nn  in- 
fluence, and  ill:  t  ym  use  that  influence  for.  or  against,  God's  Wmk? 
If  you  believe,  i  nd  do  not  make  it  known,  how  shrill  others  be  influ- 
enced by  you  to  en  i aire  into  these  things?  But  if  you  let  jour  faith 
be  kaiwn,  then  alt  who  believe,  will  kno'.v  each  other,  and  associate 
together,  and  ed  y  each  other.  Now  there  are  not  a  few  who  are  con- 
victed of  the  tr  ah  of  this  wo.k,  vel  thev  are  afraid  \a  make  it  ki.o.vii, 
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some  are  afraid  of  being  abused  perhaps  by  violence;  and  others  that 
t'lev  will  be  laughed  at.  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  wavs 
of  Gucl,  wIid  inalie  themsclv  s  b  tse  in  their  ignorance.  Such  fearful 
pcrs  his  are  not  aware  that  thev  are  ashamed  of  Jesus  and  his  people,  by 
being  ash  uned  of  this  Work,  and  that  he  will  he  ashamed  to  own 
them,  in  the  Kingdom  of  the  K.ther.  They  little  think  that  now  the 
dialling  line  is  lising  drawn,  hv  ihis  Work,  between  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked.  Bui  such  is  the  fact,  and  many  will  see  it,  when  it  is  too 
late.  Therefore  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  to  such,  except  you  lake  up 
your  or  >ss  and  obev  him  in  all  thi  >gs,  and  let  vour  light  shine  around 
you;  the  light  will  leave  you.  and  confusion  will  (ill  vour  minds,  and 
you  will  be  left  to  fight  agaui^t  him  and  be  cut  off!  Therefore  if  those 
Who  have  conviction  in  their  hearts  of  the  iruth  of  this  work,  will  at 
once  come  out.  and  let  it  be  known,  they  will  have  occasion  do  long- 
er to  grope  in  darkness,  and  mourn  and  weep  over  the  afflictions  of 
Zimi,  but  the\  will  be  tilli  d  with  great  joy  for  the  Spirit  ol  (Sod  as  a 
fire  wdl  b:irn  in  their  bo.-oms  continually,  so  that  they  cannot  contain 
their  feelings,  and  others  wrtll  catch  the  Hallo  toe. I  Flame,  and  such  will 
flock  together,  and  speak  of  the  things  of  God  to  i  ach  other,  and  edi- 
fy'one  anoth  r,  and  thin  will  streiigt  en  each  other  and  faith  will  in- 
crease, and  the  gifts  will  he  given  and  exercised,  so  that  the  sick  will 
be  healed,  and  the  spirit  of  Propb.'cv  will  rest  upon  all  who  attend  to 
these  things,  when  they  can  and  will  rejoice  to  say,  the  great  work  of 
the  Lord  has  begun,  and  he  has  again  spoken  to  Ins  afflicted  people, 
who. have  long  been  waiting  for  him.  Therefore  now  let  us  go  up  to 
Zion,  where  we  may  learn  hi*  ways  and  rejoice  in  his  presence  ever- 
more. And  therefore  s  'ch  will  have  confidence  in  the  principal  In- 
stalment of  this  W'irk:  and  seek  counsel  at  his  hand;  and  according 
to  their  faith  it  will  be  their  privilege  to  do  so. 

As  this  is  called  the.  Work  of  Judgment,  and  as  certain  judgments 
are  spoken  of  in  the  Proclamation,  it  is  due  the  saints  that  they  shidl 
wi  lerstand  this  subject,  as  they  are  immediately  concerned.  And  I 
will  simply  remark  that  various  judgments  are  predicted  in  the  proph- 
e  ies  to  be  poured  ont  on  the  wicked  in  the  last  days;  and  as  those 
who  sin  against  the  greatest  light  are  the  most  wicked,  it  is  said  th&t 
judgment  mu>t  begin  at  the  House  of  God.  Therefore,  this  work  of 
judgment  commenced  among  those  who  profess  'o  be  God's  people, 
and  a!-o  at  the  Mouse  thev  built  to  his  name,  and  hence  it  is  b  dd,  as 
this  people  are  of  the  covenant  in  Lphraim.  as  before  shown,  a  wo!  is 
p  rftionneed  against  them,  espi  ci ally  in  this  land,  because  they  have 
departed  from  the  Lord,  and  have  become  so  proud  and  lifted  up, 
t  lat  thev  know  m>t  his  v  ice.  and  have  become  joined  to  their  idols, 
hi  that  nothing  but  judgments  will  awake  them,  and  even  then  they 
will  not  he  if,  but,  however,  tho  Wise,  who  are  those  who  st  II  fear  the 
Lord,  as  Diuic)  sivs,  will  understand,  and  not  wait  for  the  j  idgments. 
Then,  in  award,  ftpe  judgments  arc  kept  in  stmefor  the  rebellious  an  I 
wicked,  who,  havin.'  llo  fsttb  cannot  Ix;  shielded  from  them,  as  those 
whose  trti-t  is  iu  the  Lord.  Tlierefoie,  as  t'»e  judgments  are  predict- 
ed in  come,  thev  cannot  be  stayed,  but  the  Rightiuus  only  can  esc  pe. 
To  the  righteous  are  promi-ed  ble&fkigs  instead  of  woes,  and  can  it  lie 
said  in  truth,  that  pestilence,  famue  or  war,  or  any  thing  (n  disturb 
their  peace  is  a  Messing  r  Then  aio  not  these  things  or  any  thing  else 
which  brings  peiplexity  and  duress,  whether  an  earthquake,  a  lorna- 
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do,  a  hail-storm,  or  even  such  weather  as  will  occasion  a  blight,  of 
sick:i3ss,  or  any  other  evil  to.bj  regarded  a*  judgments;  for  if  there 
was  no  wickedness  on  the  (faith,  would  not  the  faith  of  God's  people 
brinj  blessings  instead  of  judgments?  Therefore,  it  i-s  clear  that  all 
evil  is  in  conseque.ice  of  unbelief  and  wickedness,  and  when,  theie- 
fore  righteousness  shall  prevail  on  the  earth,  these  things  will  cease, 
an  I  God  wdl  pour  his  blessings  upon  his  people,  and  thus  the  curse 
will  be  taken  from  the  Earth.  Hut  as  to  the  time  of  any  particular  judge- 
ments,— that  is  in  thebtsom  of  the  A'mighty,  until  he  chooses  to  re* 
veal  his  secret  to  his  servants,  the  prophets,  and  when  he  does  so,  he 
has  a  purpose  in  it. 

Therefore,  let  none  tempt  him,  or  defy  his  power,  lest  judgments 
in  some  shape  come  on  them  as  a  thief  in  the  night.  And  I  will 
ihoreforn  remark,  that  as  the  greater  the  light  rejected,  the  greater  the 
sin,  and  the  greater,  also,  the  ju  Igment;  therefore,  as  the  work  of  the 
Father  is  the  greatest  of  all  God's  work  amouj;  men,  the  greatest 
judgments  are  reserved  for  those  who  disregard  it.  But  there  must  be 
Urns  tor  this  wor*  to  take  root,  as  the  grain  of  mustard  seed,  so  that  a 
solemn  conviction  of  its  truth  is  fixed  on  the  minis  of  those  to  whom 
it  comes.  So  that  their  own  heaits  may  condemn  them  for  reJ3ctins  it. 
Therefore,  although  the  sun  may  rise  and  set  as  usual,  and  the  gentle 
shower  descend  to  moisten  the  parched  earth  to-day,  it  is  no  sign  that 
it  will  be  so  to-morrow;  in  a  word  theie  is  no  safely  or  security  prom- 
ised except  according  to  faith:  therefore  such  as  have  not  faith  and 
good  works  to  correspond  with  it.  are  in  danger  of  the  judgments  of 
God  continually,  which  sooner  or  later  will  most  assuredly  overtake 
them.  For  the  hour  of  God's  judgment,  as  before  stated,  has  come. 
I  now  s^nd  forth  this  Address  by  the  Commandm  ntof  the  Lord,  as  I 
ae.it  forth  the  Proclamation.  I  have  received  no  assistance  to  publish 
either,  as  it  is  the  wo  d  of  the  Lord  that  the  "  Good  tidings'1  shall  bt? 
sent  forth  without  money  or  priie,  to  fulfill  the  prophecies.  Therefore 
as  now  the  facilities  of  the  piess  and  the  mails  are  afforded  me,  I  am 
not  called  to  travel  and  preach  as  heretofore,  and  in  this  way,  hundreds 
in  different  directions  can  hear  at  oi:ce,  whereas  it  would  take  a  long 
time  for  one  to  go  to  them.  Therefore  the  Lord  has  chosen  this 
course,  to  spread  this  light  abroad,  and  thus  he  will  make  a  short  Woik 
of  warning  and  gathering  his  people,  as  he  has  said.  And  Were  it  not 
f>r  the  above-mentioned  facilities,  I  and  others  Would  be  required  to 
do  as  the  Apostles  did,  who  did  not  enjoy  such  privileges,  as  they  were 
not  known  in  their  dav.  Again  in  this  wiv  many  can  hear  and  learn 
of  this  work,  who  otherwise  would  remain  ignorant  of  it.  and  also  this 
Address  can  go  (as  the  Roll  has)  where  the  door  would  be  closed 
against  a  person.  Again,  this  Address  contains  as  much  information 
as  would  be  given  in  several  public  discourses,  so  that  persons  are  not 
put  to  the  trouble  of  attending  a  public  meeting  to  learn  about  these 
things,  and  neither  does  it  cost  them  any  thing  but  a  tiifle  for  postage. 
And  also  such  of  the  Saints  as  choose  to  inform  themselves  about 
this  work  can  do  so  in  this  way  without  being  opposed  by  their  friends 
i  1  going  lo  hear  a  preacher,  and  when  they  become  satisfied  th-it  it 
is  «f  God,  they  are  not  called  upon  to  be  baptised  in  order  to  join  the 
Church,  for  if  they  believe  with  all  their  hearts,  and  desire  salvation, 
like  Lot  and  Noah  they  musi  leave  all  behind,  and  gather  with  thfl 
Saints,     i  would   here  say  a  few  words  upon  Rights  and  Duti&s,  and 
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remark  that  i»  this  lund,  and  under  this  Government,  all,  whether 
bond  or  free,  have  the  right  of  liberty  of  Conscience  guaranteed  to  them, 
and  therefore  God  excuses  none  of  hid  people  from  attending  to  this 
work.  Therefore  whether  you  are  a  wife,  or  a  child,  or  a  servant,  if 
you  believe  and  feel  it  to  be  your  duty  consequently  to  let  your  light 
•hine  to  others,  who  by  their  faith  in  the  Book  or  Mormon,  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  Preparatory  work  by  Joseph,  are  entitled  to  the  knowledge 
and  privilege  of  this  work,  it  is  your  right  and  duty  to  do  so.  And  the 
person  who  shall  oppose  you  in  so  doing  will  be  accursed  of  God  for 
opposing  his  work.  But  remember  that  they  cannot  possibly  hinder 
you  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty,  for  the  free  liberty  of  speech  is  the 
right  of  all.  Now  I  am  thus  particular  in  writing-,  because  1  cannot 
see  you  to  instruct  you  in  these  or  any  other  matters  important  for  you 
to  know.  I  will  here  remark  further  concerning  "  The  Flying  Roll." 
It  is  said  in  Zechariah  v.-3d,  "this  is  the  curse  that  goeth  forth,"  and 
certain  characters  are  to  be  cut  off  according  to  it.  In  the  4th  verse 
it  is  said  that  the  Lord  shall  bring  it  forth,  and  that  it  shall  enter  the 
house  of  such  characters,  and  remain  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  consume 
it.  Now  is  it  not  seen  at  a  glance  that  this  "Flying  Roll"  is  a  Rcve~ 
lation  from  the  Lord,  which  is  sent  forth  by  his  commandment  to  be 
carried  by  some  means  into  the  houses  of  certain  persons,  (for  mark 
it  does  not  enter  every  house,)  and  which  shall  prove  a  curse  to  6uch 
characters  as  are  named  in  these  two  verses,  who  in  a  word  are  the 
Rebellious  among  God's  people,  as  explained  in  the  Proclamation, 
which  is  the  Roll  itself.  And  for  this  reason  it  was  only  sent  to  those 
who  profess  to  believe  in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Concerning  its  being 
a  curse,  and  consuming  the  wicked  in  that  House,  it  is  thus  to  be 
understood  ;  that  whoever  receives  it  is  under  condemnation  if  they 
do  not  read  it,  because  they  know  it  is  their  duty  to  prove  all  things, 
and  if  they  do  read  it  in  a  proper  spirit  they  will  be  convicted  of  its 
truth,  and  then  if  they  reject  it  they  will  be  under  condenmatkn  also  ; 
therefore  wherever  the  Roll  has  entered  any  House,  it  matters  not 
whether  they  read  it  or  not,  if  it  has  come  into  their  hands,  they  are 
judged  by  it  to  condemnation,  and  should  they  destroy  it  the  resuh  is 
the  same.  Therefore  is  it  said  that  it  shall  remain  in  the  midst  of  the 
House,  and  consume  it,  &c  ,  signifying  that  sooner  or  later  those  who 
reject  it  in  that  House  will  be  cut  off  by  the  righteous  judgments  of 
God.  Hence  if  it  is  a  curse,  which  signifies  that  it  is  the  vehicle  of 
the  power  of  judgment,  wh'ch  power  is  spoken  of  as  the  curse  which 
will  finally  devour  the  wicked  on  the  whole  earth:  see  Isaiah,  xxiv-6, 
also  xxix-2,  and  Malachi  iv-6,  as  also  many  other  prophecies  speaking 
of  the  curse,  judgment,  &c.  to  come  in  the  last  days.  Therefore  aa 
before  remarked,  if  it  is  a  curse,  it  is  because  it  is  rejected,  in  which 
case  such  persons  may  expect  perplexities  and  vexations  of  different 
kinds,  as  perhaps  diseases  of  a  singular  character,  and  sudden  death, 
and  accidents  may  happen  to  their  property.  And  they  may  experi- 
ence losses  in  various  ways,  perhaps  by  fire,  or  a  hail-storm,  or  a  tor- 
nado, or  a  blight  upon  their  crops;  in  a  word,  the  blessings  of  God  as 
given  through  nature  itself  are  being  withdrawn  from  such  persons, 
who,  because  they  reject  the  privileges  which  God  has  given  them, 
are  left  without  his  protection,  and  fall  into  the  power  of  the  destroyer, 
who  will  not  sparo  them,  for  as  before  stated,  God's  great  work  of 
judgmont  is  begun,  and  none  who  know  and  disobey  his  word  shall  be 
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able  to  stand.  Hence  such  characters  who  presumptuously  defy  the 
power  of  God's  judgments,  in  that  they  disregard  hi3  word,  are  by  iheir 
own  wicked  works  accursed  from  God  at  his  coming.  Therefore  as 
the  blame  rests  upon  themselves  in  ihe  hour  of  their  peril,  they  have 
no  faiih  to  call  on  the  Lord,  for  their  own  conscience  accuses  them, 
and  thus  they  sink  down  under  his  wrath  and  indignation,  whereas 
had  they  received  and  attended  to  the  warning,  they  would  have  had 
faith  before  God,  and  could  have  claimed  his  protection  and  been  saved 
in  his  kingdom,  to  have  rejoiced  with  his  people  evermore.  The 
spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  and  I  feel  constrained  to  speak  in  his 
name,  and  ask  you,  O  ye  stiff-necked  and  unbelieving  ones,  why  yon 
do  not  receive  these  things?  What  excuse  can  you  have  in  rejecting 
this  great  and  glorious  work  of  the  Lord  ?  Know  you  not  that  you 
must  perish  as  the  wicked,  if  you  harden  your  hearts  against  the  Lord, 
and  reject  his  last  warning  to  you  ?  Do  yon  think  to  come  up  to 
Zion,  and  there  stand  against  this  mighty  work  and  prosper?  Will 
you  not  be  cut  oft' if  you  refuse  the  Authority  of  the  same  ?  Do  you 
think  that  God  will  suffer  his  word  to  fall  to  the  ground,  for  your 
sa'ies,  ye  rebellious  ones  ?  Better,  yes,  far  better  for  you,  that  you  had 
never  been  born,  than  that  you  should  thus  destroy  and  make  your- 
selves  miserable,  in  that  State  from  whence  you  will  behold  those 
whom  you  have  despised,  reigning  in  inexpressible  peace  and  joy  on 
earth,  while  your  memory  and  conscience  torments  you  as  a  flame  of 
fire  preying  upon  your  vitals,  and  this  for  a  thousand  years.  O  ye 
foolish  one.-.  !  I  envy  you  not  the  pleasuie  that  wealth  or  prosperity  may 
afford  you,  for  the  little  period  allotted  you  before  ycu  will  hear  the 
awful  sentence,  "  Depart  ye  cursed  into  everl  isting  tire,  prepared  for 
the  Devil  and  his  Angels."  But  I  pity  your  folly  and  weakness, 
and  would  save  you,  but  if  you  will  not  hear  me,  I  bid  you  farewell 
and  leave  you  to  the  lot  which  you  have  chosen  for  yourselves. 

And  now  1  speak  a  few  words  to  all  the  scattered  saints  who  are 
waiting  for  the  redemption  of  Zion  ;  and  I  ask  you  why  do  you  feel 
so  unconcerned  about  this  great  work  ?  Do  you  realize  that  it  is 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  that  the  desti  uction  of  the  wicked  is  verily 
at  hand,  and  that  you  have  no  time  to  lose  in  preparing  to  meet  the 
"Ancient  of  Days?"  Then  why  do  you  tarry?  "Arise  ye  and 
depart,  for  this  is  not  your  Res!.  Because  it  is  polluted,  it  shall  de- 
stroy you,  even  with  a  sore  destruction." — Micah  ii — 10.  Yes,  ;i  sore 
destruction  is  decreed  upon  the  wicked,  therefore  if  you  remain  among 
them  you  must  perish  with  them.  Again  I  say  unto  you  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  awake  and  bestir  yourselves  lest  you  are  caught  sleeping 
when  the  great  Bridegroom  arrives,  for  behold  I  say  unto  you  he 
cometh  quickly  to  meet  his  people  in  the  place  he  has  appointed  unto 
them. 

And  now  1  speak  unto  my  people  who  are  gathered  in  Zion,  await- 
ing the  corning  of  the  Lord  on  Mount  Olivet  at  Jerusalem,  and  say 
unto  them  thai  they  are  deceived  with  regard  to  the  second  coming  of 
the  Lord,  for  does  not  Jesus  himself  say,  Revelation  xvi-15,  and  also 
the  Apostle,  2  Peter  iii-4  to  10,  that  his  coming  is  as  a  thief,  i.  e..  u 
the  wav  he  is  not  looked  for,  or  rather  unexpectedly.  Therefore  if  e 
comes  "down  on  Mount  Olivet  at  Jerusalem,  in  this  generation,  as  he  s 
looked  for,  will  not  his  own  words  fall  to  the  ground.  Again,  where 
is  the  Restorer,  who  must  rirst  come  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming 
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on  Mount  Olivet  1  Wheie  is  Elijah  the  Prophet,  who  is  coming  be- 
fore that  event  to  turn  tl>e  hearts  of  the  Fathers  to  the  children.  &c„ 
so  that  the  whole  Earth  is  not  cursed  at  his  coining.' — Milachi  iv-5,  (i. 
Are  not  the  Gentiles  as  liable  lo  be  deceived  in  the  second  coming  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  Jews  Weie  in  his  first '.'  Did  not  Jesus  say  that  who* 
ever  should  fall  upon  this  stone  should  be  broken,  but  upon  whom- 
soever it  should  fall,  they  should  be  ground  to  powder  ?  The  Jews 
were  broken  or!",  as  the  brandies  from  the  olive  tree,  because  they 
stumblec  at  Christ  the  stone,  and  they  will  be  grafted  in  again,  but  the 
Gentiles  because  of  th  ir  stumbling  at  ihe  same  stone,  in  his  second 
coming,  will  be  destroyed  from  off"  the  Earth.  If  this  is  not  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  of  Jesus,  what  can  ihey  inein  ?  and  if  so,  where  is 
the  second  stumbling  at  the  stone  ?  for  can  any  stumble  at  him  when 
he  comes  on  Mount  Olivet  ?  The  idea  of  stumbling  and  falling  sup- 
poses a  rejection  of  the  stone,  and  the  overthrow  of  those  who 
leject  it,  and  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  any  one  on  the  Earth  will 
reject  the  Lord  when  he  comes  down  on  Muunt  Ulvet  and  re- 
bukes and  destroys  by  the  most  dreadful  judgments  the  armies  of 
Gog  and  Magog,  who  at  that  time  are  gathered,  not  against  him,  but 
against  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem.  Does  not  the  Prophet  Z-chariah  say, 
Eee  chapter  xiv-16,  at  that  time  all  the  families  of  the  Eanh  are  re- 
quired to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  to  worship  the  King  the  Lord  oi  Hosts  ? 
Can  there  be  any  chance  for  any  to  reject  him  at  that  time  '  Again  , 
how  could  the  Lord  be  no  respecter  of  persons,  if  \\is  first  coming  was 
in  such  a  way  that  the  Jews  could  not  understand,  and  his  second  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  Genti  es  can  understand  ?  Airain,  where  is 
Ihe  Zi  >n,  in  which  is  a  stumbling  stone  and  llock  of  oilence  to  both 
the  Houses  of  Israel? — Romans  ix-il3.  Isaiah  viii-14,  <id,  lb".  Was 
old  Jerusalem  Zion  ?  then  if  the  New  Jerusalem  is  Zion,  the  stone  of 
stumbling  is  laid  there  also  For  the  Lord  in  his  first  coming  Was 
onlv  rejected  by  Jatla'i.  one  of  the  Houses  of  Israel,  hence  to  fulfill 
the  Prophecy,  he  must  also  lie  rejected  by  the  other  House  of  Israel, 
which  is  Ephraim,  and  which  must  be  at  bis  second  coming,  as  the 
Shepherd  ihe  Stone  of  Israel,  in  the  line  of  Ephraim.  Therefore,  as 
he  was  rejected  by  Judah  in  his  first  coming,  when  ho  came  in  the 
line  of  Judah,  even  so  will  he  be  rejected  by  Ephraim  in  his  second 
coining,  which  is  in  the  line  of  Ephiaim.  Again,  who  are  the  Crown 
of  Pride  \  and  why  are  the  same  people  called  the  Drunkards  of 
Ephraim  ?  Is  it  not  because  they  have  stumbled  at  the  stone  laid  in 
Z  on  I  and  as  the  Jews  of  Jud  ih  lookid  at  the  second  comi  'g  of  the 
Lord  for  the  first,  are  not  the  Gentiles  also  looking  at  his  third  coming 
lor  the  second  1  If  you  say  you  know  no  third  coming  of  the  Loid, 
so  said  the  Jews  that  they  knew  of  no  second  coming  ol  the  Lord,  and 
therefore  lo  this  day  they  regard  his  second  coming  as  the  first,  and 
look  for  him  to  be  raised  up  among  men,  as  the  Prophet  like  unto 
M  jses,  whom  ihey  also  regard  as  Elijah,  to  Come  and  restore  all 
tilings,  and  tliev  consider  all  the  prophecies  which  speak  of  the 
Branch,  and  a  Prophet  to  come  on  the  Eaith,  to  relate  to  their  long 
looke  I  for  Messiah.  1  have  conversed  with  some  of  the  learned  Jews 
Upon  this  su  >j  ct.  one  uf  whom  was  a  Rabbi  or  teacher,  and  I  have 
consulted  their  writings  to  some  extent.  The  German  Jews  are  look- 
ing for  the  near  approach  of  their  Messiah,  and  indeed  the  great  body 
of  the  Jews  a/e  beginning  to  think  ubout  gathering   to  Jerusalem,  to 
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prepare  to  meet  their  expected  Deliverer,  but  as  I  said  they  do  not 
loot  lor  him  from  ihe  skies,  but  10  be  raised  up  from  among  men,  and 
many  look  to  America  as  the  country  where  the  ensign  'S  to  be  raised; 
And  ii  'heir  present  expectations  i^iey  will  not  be  disappointed,  lor 
their  Deliverer,  as  I  have  abundantly  shown  in  this  Addiess,  will  ap- 
pear in  a  different  chaiauer  from i  that  in  which  the  first  catn",  when 
Judah  and  the  ten  tribes  will  receive  him.  But  those  uf  Lphraim, 
i.  e.,  the  principal  authorities  as  above  stated,  at  first  will  reject  him, 
until  they  are  humbled  as  stated  in  Isaiah  xxviii-lst  to5th,  when  the 
res'ulue  will  receive  the  crown  of  life,  and  afterwards  be  protected  of 
God — see  verse  u*.  For  further  light  on  this  subject,  see  the  Pioclam- 
ation,  last  paragraph  bu'  one. 

The  sentiment,  therefore,  that  the  Lord  will  make  his  second  ap- 
pearance, on  Mount  Olivet  at  Old  Jerusalem  in  this  generation  is  not 
according  to  the  Scriptures.  The  Book  of  Mormon  very  particularly 
and  emphatically  states  that  the  coining  of  the  Prophet  like  unto 
Moses  is  to  be  according  to  the  flesh ;  and  in  the  same  para- 
graph, this  same  character  is  called  the  Holy  one  of  Israel;  and  as 
Jesus  said  to  the  Nephites  whe  >  he  stood  among  them,  that  he  was 
that  prophet,  it  is  clear  that  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  is  to  be 
according  to  the  flesh.  And  to  this  agrees  the  folowing  expressions 
in  the  Prophecies.  •'  He  shall  grow  up  out  of  his  t'la  e  ;"  "Sou  of 
righteousness",  arise;"  '"Grow  up  a  mo  David;"  ""Lift  txp  an  Ensign;" 
"Raise  vp  for  them  a  plant  of  r.nowu  ;"  "Come  out  of  Zinn  ;"  '"A 
c'lill  is  bjrn  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulders  ;"  &c, 
and  manv  other  similar  expressions,  relating  to  the  same  character; 
a!!  of  which  most  clearh  prove  that  the  second  coming  of  th  Lord 
is  not  generally  understood.  But  a-  elsewhere  in  this  Addiess.  I  have 
explained  this  subject,  1  think  1  have  proved  to  a  demonstration  to 
such  as  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon,  as  well  as  the  Bible,  that  such 
as  look  for  the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  rom  the  skies,  and  not 
according  to  fie  flesh,  are  deceived,  and  will  be  dreadfully  disappoint- 
ed. See  Book  of  Mormon,  page  35,  small  edition.  As  to  myself,  ill 
addition  to  the  light  here  given  from  the  piophecies,  1  have  learned 
from  one  who  cannot  be  mistaken,  and  from  whom  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing information,  viz:  that  the  coming  o(  Elijah  the  Prophet, 
prepares  for  the  third  and  last  manifestation  of  the  Lord  among  men 
on  the  earth.  And  therefore,  Elijah  comes  in  the  name  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Father,  and  purifies  and  builds  up  Zion,  and  redeems,  or  de- 
livers Jerusalem.  After  which  he  sets  the  House  of  Israel,  (gathered 
at  Jerusalem, )  in  order,  under  the  law  of  Moses,  as  at  the  first,  under 
Moses,  and  thus  he  purifies  the  sons  of  Levi,  when  they  again  offer 
an  acceptable  offering  to  the  Lord,  as  in  the  days  of  old;  and  this  state 
of  things  continues  to  the  end  of  the  millennium,  during  which  time 
the  Gentile  Nations  are  all  subject  to  the  Divine  Government  among 
the  House  of  Israel  at  Jerusalem. 

And  thus,  the  Lord  reigns  over  all  the  earth,  and  all  know  him, 
because,  when  the  Kings  of  the  Geniile  Governments,  who  had 
arisen  against  him  in  Zion,  (  ee  Boo\  of  Mormon,  pa»e  37.  small 
edition,  also  page  G2,  and  Rev  19:  19.)  were  overthrown  and  destro\ed 
by  fie  from  Heaven,  all  the  Earth  was  in  great  fear  on  his  account, 
for  by  this  they  knew,  that  \\e  Lord  had  come  again  on  the  earth,  and 
thevwho  were  not  cut   off  were  willing  to   serve  him,    and  therefore. 
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they  all  dwell  in  great  peace  until  the  millennium  was  ended,  when 
the  King  of  all  the  earth — as  Elijah  of  old — left  his  people  at  Jerusa- 
lem, and  like  Moses,  was  seen  no  more.  When  the  Gentiles,  who 
had  then  hecoine  as  the  sand  of  sea  for  multitude,  were  tempted  to 
throw  olF their  allegiance  to  the  Government  at  Jerusalem,  and  rise, 
en  masse,  to  overthrow  the  Power  they  had  served  so  long;  hui  at 
Jerusalem  the  Lord  meets  them  again,  who  now  appears  with  all  his 
saints  in  Zion,  (who,  for  this  purpose  have  been  translate!/  with  their 
head,  which  explains  Thess.  4:  17,  and  a'l  similiar  scriptures.)  when 
this  irreat  company,  called  Gog  and  Magog,  are  destroyed  bv  fire  from 
Heaven.  See  Rev.  20:  7  to  10;  also.  Kzekiel,  chaps  38  and  39. 
Then  the  Jews  look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced  and  set  up  a 
great  mourning  for  him.  Zech.  chap.  12:  10  to  14.  And  then  they 
bv  their  own  Priesthood  are  baptised  for  the  remission  of  sin--,  chap. 
13:  1,  ill  the  river  or  fountain  which  flows  from  under  the  threshhold 
of  the  last  Templei  fizsk.  47:  1;  Zech.  l-l:  8;  after  which,  as  be- 
fore remarked,  the  Geu'.ile  Families,  or  Nations,  who  are  left,  are  re- 
quired to  so  up  from  year  to  year  to  Jerusalem  to  worship,  (Zech  1  4: 
to  16,)  until  all  the  earth  know  and  worship  the  Lord  in  his  true  clm- 
acter;  when  the  faith  of  altwiU  be  such  that  the  earth  with  all  if  in- 
habitants will  pa-s  behind  the  vail,  i.  e.,  b*  translated  or  rent/  atod; 
and  thus  the  work  of  God,  with  regard  to  this  Earth  is  finished,  anl 
time  is  no  mere  ! 

I  have  now  given  the  light  on  this  subject  as  it  was  given  me;  and 
I  bear  witness  that  he  who  told  rne  thess  things,  did  not  lie,  for  he 
opened  my  n.iud  to  see  for  myself,  and  when  the  time  comes  that  the 
words  which  were  sealed  shall  be  read  upon  the  housetops,  See 
B  jok  of  Mormon,  page  1 18,  then  all  who  hear  them  will  kuow  wheth- 
er 1  have  any  authority  for  what'  I  have  «aid  in  this  address.  And 
now  sum  us  believe  not  Nfbaes  and  the  Prophets,  and  Jesus  and  his 
Apostles  concerning;  these  things,  will  not  believe  though  one  should 
come  from  the  dead. 

Should  any  enquire  when  the  D>olc  nf  Lfe  is  to  be  translated,  pub- 
lished and  circulated  as  the  Book  of  Mormon  was.  I  answer,  that  tile 
Book  of  Life  will  come  forth  arrmig  the  saints,  and  to  (hem  onlj  af- 
ter the  scourge  is  paH,  and  the  truth  is  received  by  them;  when  the 
light  of  the  Ho:>k  of  Life  will  be  received  and  understood,  by  all  the 
Saints, (the  fame  as  the  Hook  of  Mormon  now  is)  forthen  they  will  have 
received  power  from  Gad  and  bee  >me  established  in  the  new  work; 
rejoicing  i  i  it  ai  at  the  first  under  Joseph. 

A?  touching  any  of  the  Si -red  things,  at  present  no  one  need  look 
any  further  than  their  faith  enables  them  t>  see.  I  would  hive  been 
glad  to  have  bad  a  rapper  [date  engraving  of  the  Sacred  Things  in 
this  pamphlet;  but  as  this  pleasure  is  denied  me  for  want  of  m-aas,  I 
m  isl  content  myself  for  the  present  to  refir  ths  Saint;  in  the  valley 
to  Gov.  Young,  to  whom  a  pencil  drawing,  of  the  whole  uu  iber  of 
the  Sacred  Tiling*,  (which  very  nearly  resembles  the  original,)  is 
sent.  As  to  myself,  I  would  Bay  to  my  people  in  Zion,  that  nothing 
wnild  afF>rd  me  greater  pleasure,  than  to  dwell  with  them,  in  the 
p  ace  that  the  Lord  ha<  appointed  as  a  refuge  for  his  people  in  a  time 
o"  trouble,  which  is  at  the  very  doors.  An!  I  hop;  tint  t  >e  way  will 
toon  opon  before  me-,  so  that  my  ardent  wish  s  may  be  realized  1 
have  no  desire  for  seli*-aggrandi2"me  it.    1  .now  my  calling,  my  dulv. 
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and  responsibility,  and  I  cannot  shrink  from  it,  for  wo!  is  me  if  1 
fihould  attempt  to  excuse  myself,  as  I  have  the  example  of  Jonah  and 
other  Prophets  before  me  to  warn  me  of  the  consequences  of  disobe- 
dience. My  movements  in  years  past,  (in  many  things  which  no 
doubt  has  appeared  singular  to  many,)  were  all  preparatory  to  the 
present  work.  And  such  as  feel  disposed  to  viock  at  those  Strange 
things  that  are  referred  to,  isa  28:  21,  22.  I  do  not  look  to  be  received 
at  once  by  my  people,  for  1  know  they  will  not  at  first  receive  me; 
and  therefore  I  am  instructed  to  preach  this  great  light  through  the 
means  of  this  address,  and  send  it  before  me  to  the  West,  and  also  to 
the  four  winds;  that  the  sound  may  go  out  into  all  the  earth;  and 
when  this  work  has  had  sufficient  time  to  take  root  iu  the  minds  of 
the  thinking  and  reflecting  saints  they  will  begin  to  embrace  it.  For 
so  have  I  been  instructed.  And  let  me  say  to  my  people  that  it  is 
not  a  small  thing  in  the  sight  of  God  for  elders,  and  men  who  profess 
to  ba  High  Pr  ests  of  the  holy  Order  of  Gad,  which  Prie-thood  holds 
all  power,  to  disregard  and  trample  under  foot  this  most  Glorious  work 
which  is  for  their  Salvation;  and  well  may  the  Prophet  cry  wo!  to 
tho«e  who  do  it. 

I  am  not  sent  to  you  with  signs  and  wonders,  for  you  have  the  Bi- 
ble and  Book  of  Mormon;  and  you  say  you  believe  them;  and  you 
profess  to  be  the  most  intelligent  people  in  the  things  of  God  of  any 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Therefore,  Ian  sent  to  you  wilh  light  in- 
stead of  wonders;  and  I  come  not  to  bring  you  into  bondage,  but  to 
set  you  free.  This,  Joseph's  calling  did  not  permit  him  to  do.  But 
now  the  time  has  come  when  all  God's  chosen  people,  shall  be  equal 
end  one,  and  the  very  object  of  this  work  is  to  bring  this  about. 
Therefore  if  you  oppose  me  in  this  work,  you  will  oppose  your  own 
interests  and  harm  yourselves  only.  However,  such  a  course  grieves 
me;  yea,  I  mourn  over  your  unbelief,  and  stiff  neckedness.  God  is 
my  witness  that  I  have  never  desired  to  harm  you  in  any  way:  but  I 
have  always  sympathized  with  you  in  your  afflictions.  And  I  now 
rejoice  at  your  prosperity,  and  to  see  the  saints  gathering  with  you 
from  all  the  world.  And  until  you  understand  that  another  dispensa- 
tion of  God's  work  has  begun;  you  of  course,  will  feel  the  responsi- 
bility of  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  gathering  the  Saints  which  there- 
fore is  your  duty  to  attend  to  until  the  gathering  is  finished,  and  which 
now  is  near  at  hand.  For  the  gathering  must  cease  in  season  to  pre- 
pare for  the  great  Solemn  Assembly. 

Again,  none  are  called  of  God  to  gather  with  the  Saints,  who  do 
not  participate  with  them  in  the  last  great  Ordinance  of  Salvation, 
for  no  unworthy  person  will  be  permitted  to  be  present  at  that  scene. 
Such,  only,  who  are  called  to  participate,  will  be  there:  which  ex- 
plains the  parable  concerning  the  one  without  the  wadding  garment 
at  the  marriage,  who  was  bound  and  cast  out;  and  this  is  a  reality. 
Therefore,  let  none  presume  to  think  that  they  can  break  through  to 
gaze,  lest  the  Lord  break  forth  upon  them  as  Moses  said  to  his  peo- 
ple. I  know,  and  say  unto  you  in  his  name,  that  the  Lord  is  not 
pleased  that  the  unbelieving  and  unworthy  should  gither  with  the 
Saints.  For  now  Judgment  will  be  laid  to  the  line,  and  righteousness 
to  the  plummet,  and  God  will  cleanse  his  people,  and  separate  them 
from  the  wicked.  Isaiah  3:  13,  26,  28, 17  to  22.  For  the  New  Je- 
rusalem is  to  be  a  Holy  City  and  no  unclean  thing  shall  dwell  there. 
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Therefore,  Fsav  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  let  all  who  are  in  that  place, 
or  who  think  of  gaing  there,  take  warning;  for  the  wicked  shall  not 
prosper,  neither  shall  they  dwell  there,  saith  the  Lord,  and  wo  to 
those  who  disregird  this  warning,  far  the  judgments  of  Gsd  will 
mos:  assuredly  overtake  ihem  in  that  place.  Again,  I  say  let  all  be 
careful  how  they  trifle  wi(h  this  warning.  Bullet  them  regard  it  as 
th«y  mav.  1  am  hetcefo  th  clear,  an  1  their  blool  shall  be  upon  thfir 
own  Ii3al<.  And  furt  ler,  as  the  ti.Ukoriti.es  of  the  Church  in  the  Val- 
i'il  cannot  but  seethe  importance  of  this  last  warning  to  the  unbe- 
lieving, and  wicked  among  them,  they  inu<t  certainly  see  that  it  is  not 
wisdom  to  invite  anv  but  Siints  to  setile  there.  Therefore,  if  they 
have  done  so.  or  shall  do  so  hereafter,  they  must  be  answerable  for 
the  consequsnce*.  And  this  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  Therefore  for 
the  sake  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Zion,  and  ihat'she  may  prepare 
herself  for  the  great  marriage,  it  is  wisdom  and  highly  important  that 
this  matter  shoul  1  b3  attended  to  Without  delay,  and  the  evil  remedied, 
immediately.  A-id  I  w  >uld  here  remind  the  Saints  in  Zion  ol  the 
ev.l  of  intermeddling  with  Politics.  They  can  but  remember  the 
scenes  at  Niivoo,  and  cannot  have  forgotten  what  caused  the  death. 
of  Joseph;  therefore  let  them  take  warning  by  the  past,  lest  simihar 
s-eies  are  reuewe  I  anno;  them  in  ills  "  V  illeij  of  Peace,"  for  like 
cames  always  prod. ice  Itki  o  feels.  If  avarice  and  ambition  for  dis- 
tinction find  a  place  in  your  bosoms,  you  well  understand  that  the  spirit 
of  meekness  and  charity,  or  brotherly  love,  must  bo  driven  out;  and 
you  well  know  ihe  consequences  of  thus  grieving  the  meek  ;mdq-iiet 
spirit  of  Jesus,  who,  notwithstanding  he  was  the  greatest,  yet  he  be- 
came a  servant  to  the  least  of  all. 

I  will  here  speak  of  one  great  evil  which  will  most,  inevitably  at- 
tend the  presence  of  the  unbelieving  among  you;  and  that  is,  they 
will  most  assuredly  try  to  overp  iwer  you.  Renumber  that  you  as  one 
people,  are  eudnavoriug  to  s~rve  God  in  all  things;  but  they  are  not 
of  yo.i  hut  of  the  world,  an  I  will,  so  mar  or  I  tier,  if  they  have  pi  ice 
among  you,  endeavor  by  their  example  to  draw  you  away  from  the 
Lird.  Tney  will  seek  to  obtain  o'R;e  among  you,  and  use  every 
means,  p.s  others  of  the  world,  to  effect  their  object.  And  when  they 
are  electe  I.  remember  you  have  given  them  power  by  which  they  will 
obtain  an  influence  over  you,  and  they  will  use  it,  and  corrupt  and 
draw  you  away  fr nil  the  Lord.  Indeed,  once  give  them  your  suffra- 
ges and  your  peace  is  destroyed  just  in  proportion  to  the  influence  they 
gain  over  you.  And  you  of  the  Saints  who  are  in  uflice  there,  under 
the  appointment  of  the  world,  I  would  say  to  yon,  be  not  li 'ted  up, 
lest  \e  fall:  for  1  tie  honors  of  the  world  will  soon  pass  dwayfurecer. 
Then,  use  vour  influence  to  do  good,  and  your  appointment  shall  lie  a 
bb's-iing  lo  th;  S  dots  over  whom  you  are  placed.  But  if  you  suffer 
voursi-lvi's  to  he  exalted,  and  forg3l  Zi  >a.  and  do  not  faithftllf/  serve 
her  ritrkteoua  cau-=e,  she  must  suffer  in  consequence,  and  you  will 
m>*ai  assuredly  he  judge  I  as  unfaithful  stewtrds  in  th  ■  Lord's  House. 
Notwithstanding  the  appointment  o.'  a  political  government  m  Ihe 
pr*«ent  tftite  of  thing*,  if  prupdrly  regarded,  is  a  gre  it  privilege  yet 
it  is  tie  gre  ite  <t  snare  and  temptation  to  Acarir.e,  Prile,  and  Ambition 
ever  thrown  before  the  Saint*.  Loot  at  the  little  municipal  govern- 
ment of  Nauvoo.  Did  it  create  humility  and  brotheily  kindness,  or 
strife  and  envy  7     Remember  my  people   the  words  of  the    Apostle, 
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"  [he  friendship  of  the  world'is  enmity  with  God,  whosoever,  there- 
fore,   is  the  liieud  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God.  ' 

A  mihsr  hint  I  woul  J  give  the  sai  its,  concerning  building  a  Temple, 
t'ini  iii  the  Ne:o  Jams  den  J  >h  i  saw  none,  for  the  Tabernacle  of  the 
Lord  K 1 1  n  -s  -If  (wliL'h  the  Temple  of  Silomou  was  a  type  of.)  will  be 
there.  S -e  Ft  v.  21:  22.  And  then  the  very  Glory  and  Honor  of 
the  N  i;i  >ns  of  ihe  Gentiles  will  he  drought  i  no  the  city.  S>-e  verses 
24  t;i  2i.  And  alihongh  there  will  he  no  IVinple  in  the  Holy  City, 
Vet  the  Throne  of  God,  which  is  the  throne  of  the  Ancient  of  Days, 
at  I  aUi  oi'  thi  Lvnh,  (ft -v.  5:  1st  ail  lith  verses,)  will  be  there, 
(chip.  21:  .'J,)  when  the  eshall  he  no  ino^e  curse,  (for  the  scourge  will 
then  hive  |ias«ed  away.)  and  the  saints  will  reign  forever  and  ever. 
Sji  v-rses  3  and  5.  As  lh<  disciples  of  Joseph  are  divided  into  m»ny 
ficti  >tn,  I  wish  to  say  to  all  the  s  tints,  that  such  »s  have  set  up  them- 
selves to  'ead  a  company,  as  a  Prophet  or  spiritual  Leader  if  they 
have  no.  fillen,  they  must  soon  fall,  and  give  place  to  the  Kingdom 
of  <  Jo  I  which  is  now  <  onting  forth.  And  in  sti  :h  as  believe  that  the 
Co:i-titu  ion  of  this  United  Si  ties  Givernment  is  to  be  carried  out  in 
tie  Kriglun  of  G  >1,  fu'ther  th  m  vie  trite  Principles  of  libertv  are 
c  Hieerue  I.  are  nnst  grossly  deceived.  Kor  in  that  Kingdom  are  all 
things  male  new.  E/en  the  G  ivei  nment.  an  I  all  its  order,  ami  laws 
are  di.L-reiU  from  any  thing  now  known  on  this  Eirth-  Kor  the  result 
of  the  administration  of  that  givernment  is  peace;  notwithstanding 
in  righteousness  he  will  judge,  and  make  war.  a  id  go  forth.  conquer- 
ing  a  d  to  conquer.  Rev.  (i:  2,  4  Now  as  all  these  things  are  to 
take  place  according  to  the  flesh,  the  saints  who  beli-ve  tnis  woik, 
can  understand  what  lo  look  for.  And  here  I  would  cau  ion  the  re- 
bellious among  tho^e  who  prefer  to  tarry  with  the  wicked,  to  take  war- 
ning lest  they  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  fighting  against  the 
King  of  kings.  Therefore,  as  troublesome  tim^s  arn  at  hand,  for  this 
great  nation,  when  such  as  will  piul  take  the  sword  and  fight  against 
ttieir  neigVur,  must  flee  to  Zion  for  safety  and  pence  ;  let  all  the  saints 
throughout  the  land  take  warning  and  without  delay  ^Zee  to  fie  place 
of  R'f.ige,  which  Gol  Ins  prepare-!  for  his  people,  lest  the  rising 
storm  in  all  its  fury  hursts  sud  leuly  upon  them. 

I  have  i\ov  given  (through  this  pamphlet)  to  the  saints  some  intel- 
ligence from  the  B  iok  of  Ufe,  snd  Hg!it  received  from  heavenly  mes- 
sengers, which  is  my  answer  to  such  as  ask  the  source  of  my  know- 
ledge concerning  what  I  have  written;  1  have  not  stPted  positively 
the  time  for  any  particular  ju  Ignient  or  thing  to  take  (dace,  for  that 
is  not  wisdom:  therefore  all  are  cannoned  to  be  on  their  watch,  lest 
they  are  too  late  for  the  great  marriage,  which,  as  1  have  said,  is  at 
the  verv  doors. 

T  lerefo.v,  withdraw  your  comtenance  nnd smfiort  from  the  unbe- 
lieving among  vou.  and  the  evil  of  their  proence  will  very  soon  bo 
remdied:  tortfiev  wih  ba  compelled  1 1  leave  you  to  obtain  a  subsis- 
ts! ;e.  B.tt  if  voii  ti'ife  an  1  uite.rm  irry  with  them,  and  elect  them  to 
offi  :e.  the/  will  bring  the  world  n,on  you  at  last,  and  you  will  be  trod- 
den down,  and  S  <tan  will  set  np  his  throne  in  your  midst,  and  rulo 
you  wall  an  an  iron  band.  Let  the  ivisr  understand  and  take  warn- 
ing, lest  tlw  are  soon  caught  in  the,  dreadful  snare,  which  is  set  for 
them  bv  Satan.  1  have  never  preieuded  to  be  perfect,  and  therefore, 
in  my  judgment  iu  some  things,  I  may  have  erred,  which  is  to  be  attrib- 
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uted  to  bit  weakness  as  a  man;  but  what  I  have  seen  I  knoic,  and 
thereforel  know  and  declare  before  God  and  men,  that  this  is  ills 
work,  and  I  believe  He  will  sustain  it  in  all  things,  as  he  has  said. 
Before  1  lay  aside  my  pen,  I  will  say  to  those  who  ate  looking  for  a  ful- 
fillment of  a  revelation  of  Joseph  concerning  certain  things  to  lake 
place  in  Jac:soi  countv.  Mo.,  thatt'iey  are  deceived  in  iheir  views  in 
regard  to  this  matter ;  for  the  saints  do  not  come  into  possession  of  the 
Kingdom,  until  the  "  Ancient  of  Days  "comes,  and  gives  judgment  to 
them,  which  is  to  give  them  power  in  this  work  of  judgment,  after 
which  they  will  possess  the  Kingdom  under  the  whole  Heaven  Dan. 
7:  22 — 27.  Again,  such  as  tarry,  and  do  not  come  to  meet  him.  of 
course  cannot  receive  power,  and  therefore  they  will  not  he  numbered 
among  those  who  receive  the  inheritance,  which,  as  before  shown,  is 
the  Kingdom  of  God  on  the  earth,  in  which  they  will  reign.  There- 
fore I  would  say  to  all  the  saints,  that  until  the  opening  of  the  first 
seal,  the  company  spoken  of,  in  Rev.  1!):  4  to  1G,  (which  is  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fulfillment  of  Dan.  7:  27,  23,)  will  not  appear.  Then 
will  be  fulfilled  Isaiah  41:  25  to  28;  also  chap.  42:  1  f>  14.  and  all 
similar  prophecies.  Therefore,  let  the  saints  be  patient,  and  wait  un- 
til the  Lord  unfurls  his  banner,  and  like  Moses,  raises  his  Rod  to  lead 
his  people,  and  "  rale  the  nations."  Therefore,  let  them  now  hear 
the  Trumpet  and  gather  to  the  Ensign,  (Isaiah,  18:  3)  that  they  may 
be  ready  to  take  their  p'aces  in  that  glorious  company  who  are  clothed 
id  fine  linen,  clean  and  white,  who  have  the  name  of  the  Father  in 
their  foreheads.  See  Rev.  14:  1  to  5,  and  18:  14.  and  19:  14.  Re- 
member Daniel  says  "  the  wise  shall  understand,"  therefore  attend  to 
this  timely  warning,  lest  you  lose  your  place  id  the  Kingdom  which  is 
now  i_t  the  very  doors 


ON  SPIRITS. 

Before  closing  this  address,  I  would  say  something  cenceming  the 
Spirit  Demonstrations,  that  are  now  being  made  in  many  parts  of 
the  civilized  world.  I  allude  to  what  is  commouly  termed  the  "  Spirit 
Knockings,"  and  other  singular  manifestations  by  spirits.  And  as  I 
have  been  an  eye-witness  to  these  strange  things,  at  different  times, 
and  in  different  places,  and  having  some  experience  myself  in  these 
matters,  and  also  having  learned  from  the  Lord  concerning  them,  I 
ought  to  be  enabled  to  judge  correctly  concerning  these  things.  And 
my  judgment  is,  that  certain  spirits  of  those  who  once  lived  on  this 
Earth,  have,  since  A.  D.  1848  particularly,  been  making  communica- 
tions, in  various  ways,  to  those  in  the  flesh,  to  show  that  the  spirit  lives 
after  the  body  is  inanimate  in  death,  and  also  retains  its  former  facul- 
ties or  powers,  so  far  as  mind  is  concerned  ;  and  also  that  spirits  of  a 
like  character  or  mind,  associate  together,  and  learn  from  each  other, 
as  when  here  in  the  body;  all  of  which  corresponds  with  the  Scrip- 
tures. And  my  judgment  further  is,  that  all  spirits  in  that  state,  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  things,  or  the  purposes,  or  tho  work  of  God. 
They  onlv  know  what  they  knew  here,  or  in  other  words  their  knowl- 
edge is  confined  to  the  things  that  regard  this  world,  whether  past, 
present,  or  future,     But  as  touching  the  designs  of  God  any  further 
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than  he  has  revealed  them  on  the  earth  to  men,  they  are  utterly  ig- 
norant. And  hence,  when  they  attempt  to  teach  sacred  or  divine 
things  to  those  in  the  fiesh,  they  go  beyond  their  sphere;  and  such 
teachings  are  not  to  be  received.  It  is  now  proved  to  a  demonstration 
that  they  are  as  free  there  as  when  in  the  body,  and  therefore  can  &  do 
communicate  such  things  as  they  desire,  whether  it  is  truth  or  error, 
for  they  are  as  liable  to  err  there  as  when  here,  as  they  are  governed 
by  the  same  principles  of  mind.  Therefore,  they  may  err  in  judgment, 
as  Gabriel  said  to  Daniel, '-there  is  none  (of  the  angels)  that  holdeth 
with  me  in  these  things  but  Michael."  Mark,  Gabriel  is  speaking  of 
what  is  contained  in  the  Scriptures;  see  Daniel  10:  2l ;  and  Peter 
said  that  the  things  he  preached,  the  angels  desired  to  look  into — 1st 
Pet.  1  :  12;  which  proves  what  I  have  said — that  spirits  have  no 
knowledge  beyond  their  sphere  of  intelligence ;  and  neither  can  they 
see  any  farther.  Therefore,  as  God  has  chosen  man  as  his  tabernacle, 
and  the  instrument  through  whom  he  works,  he  reveals  to  him  his  pur- 
poses and  work,  but  not  to  spirits,  except  such  angels  as  he  chooses  to 
send  to  such  persons,  whom  he  designs  as  instruments.  Therefore, 
ea^  s  the  prophet  Amos,  "  God  will  do  no  thing  but  what  he  reveals  his 
secmt  to  his  servants,  the  prophets."  And  for  this  reason,  angels  were 
always  sent  to  prophets,  or  other  instruments  of  his  choice,  to  reveal 
his  secret  to  them.  Hence,  as  I  before  remarked,  God  does  not  reveal 
his  purposes  to  all  spirits,  and  therefore  they  cannot  teach  the  will  of 
God  to  man  in  general;  hence,  when  spirits  communicate,  (whether  by 
knockings  or  what  is  called  clairvoyance.)  with  those  still  in  the  flesh, 
if  they  transcend  their  sphere,  and  attempt  to  teach  the  will  of  God, 
or  make  known  his  purposes,  regarding  men,  in  time  or  eternity,  they 
err,  either  through  design  or  ignorance,  in  either  of  which  there  is  dan- 
ger of  deception.  And  therefore  as  before  remarked,  such  teachings 
should  not  be  received.  My  judgment  further  upon  this  subject  is,  that 
the  three  unclean  spirits,  spoken  of  in  Rev.  16  :  13,  14,  are  now  arising, 
and  will  at  length  deceive  the  whole  world,  and  at  last,  by  their  miracles 
of  knocking,  speaking  aloud,  singing,  &c,  and  operating  on  matter  in 
various  ways,  to  deceive  the  Gentile  world,  which  is  composed  of  the 
three  great  classes,  called  the  Dragon,  or  Paganism,  and  the  Beast,  or 
Sectarianism,  and  the  False  Prohpet,  or  Moslemism,  that  they  will  all 
unite  their  forces,  in  a  great,  grand  crusade  against  God's  Kingdom  in 
Zion,  called  Armageddon,  or  Mountain  of  the  Gospel,  which  signifies 
Mount  Zion.  see  16th  verse  :  but  there,  at  that  time,  of  the  great  day 
of  the  Battle  of  God  Almighty,  the  Beast,  and  the  Kings  of  the  earth 
and  their  armies  are  cut  off,  and  God  and  his  people  triumph  in  great 
joy; — see  Rev.  19:  19 — 21.  The  arising  of  these  spirits,  therefore, 
fulfills  prophecy,  and  are  a  mighty  sign  or  evidence,  that  God's  great 
work  of  judgment  has  begun.  But  instead  of  seeking  to  such  familiar 
spirits,  (for  mark  persons  who  converse  with  spirits,  call  on  them  with 
whom  they  were  most  familiar  in  the  body,)  to  learn  the  purposes  of 
God,  they  should  seek  unto  him  through  the  means  he  has  appointed 
on  the  earth,  i.  e.  either  through  a  prophet,  or  by  the  prayer  of  faith. 
See  Isaiah  8:19,  20.  Now,  the  word  Devil  is  from  the  Greek,  and 
signifies  adversary,  the  same  as  Satan  in  the  Hebrew.  So_  that  such 
spirits  as  attempt  to  teach  God's  purposes  when  they  are  ignorant  of 
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them,  are  against  him,  and  are  therefore  called  the  spirits  of  Devils, 
or  unclean,  i.  e.  imperfect  spirits,  and  the  tendency  of  their  course  is 
to  prevent  the  Gentile  world  from  seeing  their  mistake  until  it  is  too 
late. 

As  an  evidence  that  the  spirits  who  are  in  the  "world,  are  unacquain- 
ted with  the  things  of  (Sod,  look  at  their  ignorance  of  ihe  true  charac- 
ter of  the  Gospel,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God;  jfcr  while  the  Gospel 
teaches  that  perfection,  and  to  reign  in  God's  Kingdom,  is  the  privilege 
of  all  saints,  yet  the  spirits  teach  the  dootrne  of  endless  progres- 
sion, and  that  God  no  spirit  can  ever  sec  J>  lso,  fiey  teach  that  when 
a  person  dies,  they  have  past  thrc  i  gh  the  reiurr  ctkn,  and  thereferc 
they  do  not  admit  the  first  resin  recta  u  itr  ihose  who  have  part  m  that 
reign  with  Christ  on  the  earth  a  thousand  years.  See  Lev.  20:  6. 
Again:  what  do  they  know  about  the  Book  of  Mormon,  or  of  God's 
work  on  the  Earth  in  the  last  dai;s?  Indeed,  what  important  intelli- 
gence do  they  bring  to  those  in  the  flesh,  but  merely  to  )  rove  to  what 
the  Bible  calls  fools,  the  existence  of  God,  and  of  cieatetl  intelligences; 
The  fact  is,  they  are  in  that  state,  as  touching  the  knowledge  of  the 
things  of  God,  the  same  as  they  were  here,  in  tie  body,  and  the 
notion  that  generally  prevails,  that  every  spirit  which  manifests  itself 
to  those  in  the  flesh,  is  sent  of  God  as  an  angel,  is  a  gioss  and  danger- 
ous error.  And  it  is  through  this  very  notion  that  these  spirits  will 
deceive  the  whole  world,  and  if  possible,  Ihe  very  elect.  Ask  any  of 
these  spirits  about  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  the  last  days,  and  their 
answer  will  be  silence  or  a  negative — the  same  as  they  would  h*Ve 
answered  you  when  they  wire  in  the.  body.  But  ask  them  about 
Swedcnborg,  or  any  other  eminent  sectarian,  cr  A.J.  Davis,  cr  s<me 
other  person  eminent  among  men  for  their  profound  ignorance  of  the 
things  of  God — and  they  will  almost  stun  you  with  their  reps.  All 
this  shows  that  they  are  not  sent  as  holy  angels,  hut,  being  irce  to  act 
in  that  state,  as  they  were  here,  (as  before  remarked.)  through  the  pow- 
er of  what  is  called  Magnetism,  ihey  appear  through  sm:e  pencnas  a 
medium  or  mediator  between  the  spirits  and  pei  sons  in  the  body,  and 
communicate  such  things  as  they  cheese.  But  let  the  saints  take 
warning  and  not  be  deceived  by  them,  lest  they  lose  their  icle  of  sal- 
vation, and  become  ashamed.  See  Her.  Iff:  J4,  16.  And  row,  fere 
Zitt/e  season  longer,  let  the  ten  thousauds  of  Ephraim  c<  ntinueto  gather 
the  people  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  with  all  ]  ossible  dispatch;  for 
the  Elders  abroad  will  soon  hear  the  glad  sound,  Bctnn  to  Zien  with 
vour  sheaves.and  receive  your  great  reward.  Now,  may  the  Spirit  tf 
the  Lord  rest  in  great  power  upon  all  his  faithful  people,  and  his  bless- 
ings attend  them  continually.     Amen. 


KiRTLANn,  Ohio,  June  15th,  1861. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  his  people  in  Zion.  even  those  v>  ho  arc  ga- 
thered at  the  place  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  Behold  !  I  have  called  jell 
through  my  servant  Joseph,  that  ycfhould  be  my  people,  cmu  n  y 
church,  through  whom  I  would  bring  firth  my  Kingdem  en  the  icrth. 
And  now,  therefore,  as  my  servant  Joseph  is  taken,  the  keys  of  the 
preparatory  work  of  the  same  is  with  my  servant  Gladden,  whem  I 
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have  called  to  bear  my  name  before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  And 
therefore  have  I  sent  unto  him  mine  Holy  Angils,  even  the  four  who 
were  to  tarry,  and  have  caused  to  be  put  into  his  hands,  through  the 
Holy  Ordinance  of  the  Kingdom,  all  the  Sacred  things  -which  have 
been  long  hid  up  unto  me  in  the  earth.  Therefore  the  responsibility 
of  the  preparatory  -work,  which  is  the  greater  spiritual  work  spoken  of 
in  the  Proclamation,  rests  upon  him,  even  as  the  responsibility  of  the 
bringing  forth  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  the 
Church,  rested  upon  my  servant  Joseph.  And  herein  is  the  calling  of 
my  servant  Gladden  different  from  that  of  my  servant  Joseph.  And 
now  behold  the  Greater  Work  is  commenced,  nevertheless  it  is  appoint- 
ed unto  the  authorities  which  Joseph  established  in  the  Church,  even 
those  of  the  twelve  Apostles,  to  gather  my  people,  even  those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  are  looknig  for  the  Greater  Things 
to  cirne  forth,  and  no  other.  And  now  behold  as  the  gathering  is  con- 
nected with  the  greater  spiritual  work,  the  rosponsibility  of  the  same 
rests  also  upon  my  servant  Gladden,  that  all  things  may  be  finished 
preparatory  to  the  coming  of  the  "  Ancient  of  Days,"  evtn  as  it  is  said 
in  *he  Proclamation  concerning  his  gathering  my  ]  eople  into  the  place 
I  have  prepared  for  them,  by  the  hand  of  this  United  States  Govern- 
ment, that  I  might  bring  forth  my  kingdom  among  my  chosen  ones,  and 
endue  them  with  power  from  on  High.  Now,  behold,  little  longer 
time  remains,  before  the  "  Ancient  of  Days"  shall  come,  to  give  pow- 
er unto  the  saints,  as  it  is  written.  Therefore,  let  my  people  who  aie 
scattered  abroad  be  gathered  speedily,  that  they  mav  be  prepared  to 
meet  him,  for  he  cannot  tarry ;  and  also  much  is  to  be  done  after  the 
gathering  is  finished,  which  will  bring  in  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles. 
For  behold,  at  that  time,  such  of  the  saints  who  are  called  firm  ameng 
the  Gentiles,  and  found  worthy,  fhall  receive  the  fullness  of  my  power 
and  reign  with  me  upon  the  Earth,  even  as  it  is  written  in  the  Revela- 
tions given  unto  my  servant  Jchn,  who  has  tarried  en  the  Earth  that  I 
might  bring  my  people  to  salvation.  And  behold  he  is  the  "  Ancient 
of  Days."  Now,  therefore,  my  people,  inasmuch  as  ye  desire  salva- 
tion, receive  ye  my  servant  Gladden,  whom  I  have  sent  to  instruct  and 
prepare  my  people,  even  all  who  will  receive  him,  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  meet  him.  And  now  behold  I  the  Lord,  in  consequence  of 
troublesome  times  which  are  at  hand  in  these  United  States,  say  unto 
my  people,  that  it  is  wisdom  for  them  hereafter  to  gather  to  Zion  by 
some  other  way  than  through  this  land,  lest  they  are  hindered  on  their 
way.  And  how  behold,  inasmuch  as  my  people  in  Zion  will  hearken 
unto  me,  and  obey  my  word  in  all  things,  which  I  have  given  unto  them 
through  my  servant  Gladden,  and  also  attend  to  the  instructions  which 
he  has  given  through  the  Address  to  the  scattered  saints,  behold  I  will 
bless  you,  above  all  people  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  and  behold 
all  those  who  are  against  you,  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  shall  fall  for 
your  sakes.  Yea,  blessed'  shall  be  those  who  bless  you,  and  cursed 
shall  be  those  who  curse  you  ;  and  behold  my  Spirit  shall  rest  upon 
you  in  great  power,  and  gieat  shall  be  your  peace.  But  if  ye  turn  unto 
me  a  deaf  ear  and  disregard  these  things,  it  remaineth  with  me  to  do 
even  as  it  is  written.    Aaica, 
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A  Description  of  the  Golden  Plates, 

Which  contain  the  Rook  of  Mormon,  the  Book  of  Ether,  and  also  the  Book  of 
Life;  also  a  description  of  the  Interpreters,  the  Breast-Plate  of  Moroni, 
and  the  Sword  nf  Ltbtn,  as  given  in  the  Temple  at  Kirtland,  on  Sunday, 
the  Ifith  of  March,  1?51. 

1st  The  plates  are  pure  Rpjdj  about  eight  inches  in  length,  and  about  six 
Inches  in  width,  and  in  a  compict  form  are  about  fo'ir  inclie  >  in  tkickness,  each, 
plain  being  about  the  twelfth  of  an  inch  thick.  There  are  in  all  forty-sight 
plates,  divided  as  follows:—  The  first  part,  or  division,  consists  of  tweity-four 
plates  — from  these  was  the  Book  of  Mormon  translated;  and  on  the  first  plate 
of  tlii>  division  i<  inscribed  in  large  Reformed  Egyptian  character*  the  title  of 
this  division,  which  in  the  English  language  is  rendered  thus — The  Book  of 
Mormon.  There  are  also  a  variety  of  other  characters  upon  the  same  pace, 
among  which  are  the  characters  which  stand  as  the  Alphabet  of  the  reformed 
Egyptian  language,  in  which  this  whole  division  is  written.  The  characters 
are  rubiied  over  with  a  black  substance  so  as  to  fill  tliam  up,  in  order  that  the 
dazzling  ofthe  gdd  between  the  characters  would  not  prevent  their  being  read- 
ily seen.  The  manner  of  engraving  or  writing  the.se  characters  is  not  as  the 
English  language,  from  left  to  right;  nor  yet  as  the  Hebrew,  from  tight  to  left, 
but  from  the  top  dowuards.  Each  Several  Book  has  its  proper  title  in  largo 
characiers.  as  translated  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  the  Book  of  Nephi,  Book 
of  Mosiah,  Hook  of  Mormon,  &c.  But  there  are  no  chapters  on  the  plates,  as 
they  are  peculiar  to  the  Ei'glish  translation. 

2d.  The  second  div  slnn  nf  the  plates  consists  of  three  plates  only,  and  thete 
contain  the  Book  of  Ether,  as  it  is  translated  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  this 
is  also  written  in  the  reformed  Egyptian  chrracters. 

3d.  The  third  and  last  division  is  what  is  commonly  called  the  Sealed  Record  , 
and  contains  twenty-one  plates  written  in  what  anciently  was  called  the  Pure 
Language,  as  gi.en  to  Gazelam — commonly  called  in  the  Book  of  Ether  the 
Brother  nf  Jared.  The  characters  on  these  plates,  as  seen  through  the  Inter- 
preters, have  the  appearance  of  Hieroglyphics,  or  something  resembling  pictures 
it'a  great  vaiiety  of  shapes.  On  the  edge  of  these  plates,  agreeing  with  the 
front  edge  of  the  other  plates,  are  three  gold  rings,  upon  which  these  plates  are 
to  turn  when  this  division  is  opened.  On  the  backside,  or  on  the  edge  opposite 
the  three  gold  rings,  are  seven  steel  rings,  so  arranged  as  localise  throe  plates 
to  be  lastened  together  by  one  ring,  in  the  third  plate  is  inserted  another  ring, 
which  also  passes  through  three  oilier  plates,  and  thus  as  six  plates  are  held  to- 
gether by  two  rings,  so  also  are  the  twenty-one  plates  held  together  by  seven 
rings  At  about  an  equal  distance  from  either  end  of  the  inner  plate,  is  inter- 
ted  two  silver  ring,*,  upon  which  the  Baok  of  Mormon  and  the  Book  of  Ether 
turns. 

On  the  last  plate  ofthe  sealed  part,  in  the  center,  is  a  circle  with  rays  proceed- 
ing from  it  resembling  the  stin,as  commonly  sketched,  and  around  this  circle 
ore  twenty-four  circles  more,  but  of  a  different  character  from  the.  first,  as  each 
of  these  circ  es  is  c  imposed  of  fun  res  resembling  start,  and  half-moons— as,  a 
star,  then  a  half-moon,  and  so  continued  until  the  twenty-four  circles  are  com- 
plete. On  the  front  plate  ofthe  sealed  part,  is  the  Title  Page,  upon  which  Is  en- 
graved  in  large  Reformed  Egvptian  characters  the  title  of  this  division, and  also 
ncautnn  engraved  in  Hebrew  to  the  finder  of  the  Record,  not  to  break  the  seals 
thereof.  The  translat  on  of  the  t  tie  page  as  seen  through  the  Interpreters,  or 
Uritn  and  Thummiin,  ifti  rendored  in  the  English  language,)  is  as  follows: 

The  Book  of  Life. 

Being  a  revalation  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  containing  the  know- 
ledge of  Sacred  things,  which  are  not  to  hn  made  known   until  th* 
days,  when  God  will  set  up  his  Kingdom  on  the  Earth. 
The  following  is  in  the  pure  Hebrew: 

Whoever  finds  this  Record  is  forbidden  to  brenk  the  seals  thereof,  for  behol  4 
they  comma  Sacred  things  which  are  not  to  he  revealed  until  the  last  day*, 
When  God  will  set  up  his  Kingdom  on  the  Earth. 

4ih.  1  will  now  describe  ihe  Interpreters.  They  are  coinpo«ed  of  two  small, 
round,  light  colored  stones,  convex  on  either  side,  and  fixed  in  a  silver  bow, 
somewhat  in  the  form  of  common  spectacles,  but  very  laige,  ns  they  weie  made 
to  be  used  first  by  the  brother  of  Jared ,  who  Wa»  a  man  of  latge  stature.  Who- 
ever Is  appointed  of  Gjd,  can  by  faith  tee  in  these  Interpreter!  such  things  as 
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God  chooses  lo  bring  before  their  eyes.  These  were  preserved  with  the  plates, 
that  whosoever  should  find  them,  should  have  the  power  to  translate  them. 

5th  I  will  next  describe  the  Breastplate.  It,  like  the  plates,  is  pure  gold, 
and  its  shao9  describes  a  plate  about  eight  inches  in  length,  and  about  five 
inches  in  width,  each  edge  being  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  semi-circle.  In 
each  corner  of  the  plate  is  a  hole  made  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  it  upon 
the  breast.  This  breast-plate  was  worn  by  Moroni,  and  was  by  him  de- 
posited with  the  plates  and  the  interpreters. 

The  blade  of  the  Sword  is  somewhat  dagger  shaped—  i.  e.  broad  at  the  hilt, 
having  two  sharp  ed^es  and  terminating  in  a  sharp  point.  It  is  about  three 
feel  in  length,  and  is  fine  polished  steel.  The  hilt,  or  handle  is  pure  gold,  and 
four  square;  and  opposite  each  square  is  a  most  beautilul  guard,  of  fine  gold 
also.  Each  guard  is  composed  of  three  bars,  upon  each  of  which  is  set  a  pre- 
cious stone,  making  twelve  in  all,  of  various  hues,  and  are  of  the  same  kind 
as  those  twelve  precious  stones  set  in  Aarcn's  Breast  plate.  Upon  the  top  of 
the  hilt  is  fixed  a  gold  Cross,  each  end  of  which  is  joined  to  the  top  of  the 
four  guards,  respectively;  and  on  tile  lower  end  of  the  hilt,  the  four  guards  are 
oined  in  one  piece,  upon  which  is  fixed  a  most  beautiful  pearl. 


An  Account  of  a.  Wonderful  Vision. 

t  had  thought  to  have  written  no  more  concernning  the  Branch,  but  as  cor- 
roborative testimony  on  the  subject  (and  which  seemingly  places  the  matter 
beyond  a  doubt,  has  fallen  into  my  hands;)  I  have  thought  prcper  to  add  it  to 
this  discburse.  It  is  an  extract  from  an  old  manuscript,  dated,  A.  I).  1792, 
and  signed  by  Timothy  P.  Walker,  of  Vermont.  Who  states  that  he  saw  a 
most  remarkable  vision,  which,  also,  he  was  commanded  to  publish. to  the 
world  and  which  he  accordingly  did.    It  is  as  follows: 

On  the  26th  day  of  March,  as  I  was  on  my  journey  with  my  team  lrom 
Woodstock,  (the  place  of  my  nativity,)  to  Durlington;  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th  I  put  up  at  the  housa  of  Capt.  J.  Bissell,  iron  dealer  in  Chelsea.  I  retired 
to  my  lodgings  at  an  early  hour;  a  few  moments  before  the  clock  struck  one, 
as  I  conceived,  I  awoke  and  turning  my  eyes  towards  the  window,  beheld  an 
uncommon  gleam  of  light,  which  induced  me  to  leap  from  the  bed.  I  looked 
out,  but  li'ithiug  uncommon  appeared.  I  again  got  into  bed,  when  after  some 
time,  I  was  surprised,  at  something  resembling  a  field  piece,  and  the  clashing 
of  swords,  as  I  conceived,  which  I  saw  through  the  window.  At  the  same 
instant  a  bright  light  appeared  in  the  room,  as  though  the  moon  in  the  height 
of  its  lustre,  h  id  shone  directly  upon  ine.  I  then  raised  myself  in  bed,  but 
immediately  sunk  back  with  terror  and  surprise,  and  lay  some  minutes  mo- 
tionless. At  length  methought  I  heard  an  audible  voice,  which  I  conceived 
not  human,  call  ms  by  name,  and  said,  "arise  and  give  ear  to  the,  message  of 
heaven,  for  you  shall  be  a  witness  of  the  signs  which  shall  be  given  of  the  per- 
ilous days  which  are  to  come  upon  the  world,  by  reason  of  the  innumerable 
sins  and  dissensions  so  prevalent  among  mankind,  especially  in  this  favored 
land,  forsaith  the  Lord,  I  have  delivered  this  people,  like  the  children  of  Isra- 
el, from  the  tyrinny  of  a  powerful  nation,  and  would  have  gathered  them  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  but  they  would  not  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  wisdom,  they  have  become  a  rebellious  people,  lusting  as  it  were 
after  the  luxuries  of  Egypt,  boasting  in  their  strength,  and  pregnant  with  evil3 
innumerable;  but  their  peace  is  destroyed,  in  wars  and  rumors  of  wars,  shall 
they  abound,  both  national  and  civil.  The  father  shall  rise  against  the  son,  and 
the  son  against  the  father,  for  a  great  and  powerful  nation  have  I  chosen  to  be 
a  scourge  unto  all  other  nations  of  the  earth;  even  tlje  most  haughty  shall 
bow  to  them,  for  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong.  By 
an  Almighty  arm  all  nations  of  the  earth,  shall  be  made  to  know  that  the 
most  high  reigneth.  This  great  nation  shall  lay  waste  your  seaports,  and  de- 
stroy your  navigation.  She  shall  infest  your  seacoasts  with  the  fleets  of  all 
the  conquered  nations,  and  her  armies  shall  swarm  around  you  like  the  flies 
and  gnats  of  Egypt  for  a  season,  until  ye  know  the  Lord  giveth  and  taketh  at 
his  pleasure.  And  for  a  sign  of  these  times  ye  shall  be  a  witness,  of  the  angel 
dsscending  with  a  flaming  sword  in  his  hand,  which  shall  turn  to  every  point 
to  prepare  the  way  for  ushering  in  the  glorious  day.  Then  shall  the  sword  be 
transformed  into  an  Olive  Branch,  which  shall  rise  and  overspread  the  horizon, 
and  appear  as  emblimatical  of  the  harmonious  day  in  which  all  nations  and 
languages  shall  be  gathered  into  one  family,  and  all  become  of  one  heart  and 
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mind,  to  s«rve  under  the  peaceable  government  of  hira.  whose  sceptre  sways 
all  worlds."  After  such  a  discourse  which  I  conceived  more  than  human,  nei- 
ther pan  nor  tongue  can  describe  the  agitation  of  my  mind,  though  I  could  not 
l.nt  consider  myself  as  highly  favored  in  being  a  hearer  of  the  divine  message. 
As  the  clock  struck  three,  1  arose  from  my  bod  and  proceeded  on  my  journey; 
I  had  not  gone  on  my  way  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half,  before  rrry  team  was 
instantly  stopped  as  though  pushed  by  a  mighty  hand.  I  unthinkingly  bid 
them  go  on,  but  without  eflect.  for  that  instant  a  bright  light  appeared  to  over- 
spread the  horizon,  and  an  angel  descended  and  stocd  erect  in  the  air,  but 
a  little  distance  from  me,  dressed  in  a  long  unsullied  robe,  with  a  flaming 
sword  in  his  hand.  I  can  say  with  Daniel,  1  was  alone  and  without  thought. 
He  s  ii:i  unto  me,  ''stand  on  thy  feet,  and  give  ear  unto  the  words  *hich  I  shall 
speak:"  and  as  I  stood  trembling,  and  recollecting  the  vision  which  I  saw  a 
few  hours  before;  I  lift.od  up  my  eyea  and  beheld  his  face  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  lightning,  and  his  eves  were  as  lamps  of  fire.  The  sword  which 
he  beid  to  appearance  was  about  three  feet  long,  the  hilt  of  which  was  vari- 
ously set  or  ornamented,  appeared  of  pure  gold,  set  with  various  hues;  the  blade 
resembling  darning  fire.  And  I  cast  up  my  eyes,  and  beheld  a  bow  in  the 
clouds  beautifully  variegated,  nvich  resembling  a  rainbow  encircling  sixteen 
stars,  though  differently  diversified,  there  being  nine  to  the  southern  part  of 
the  bow,  of  a  most  beautiful  azure,  in  the  center  of  which  bow,  appetred  an 
Olive  Branch  richly  decorated  wi'h  gulden  buds.  The  stars  to  the  north  were 
of  a  deep  crimson,  and  all  very  transparent  and  brilliant,  which  afterwards 
separated,  the  nine  of  the  azure  fell  to  the  south,  and  the  seven  of  the  crimson 
tell  to  the  north,  attended  with  a  heavy  rutiibliu^  noise  in  the  air  like  the  rush- 
ing of  many  armies  to  battle  at  which  [  fell  with  my  face  to  the  ground  At 
length  methouaht  I  heard  an  audible  voice  ar  icnlate  and  say,  "All  these  are 
signs  by  which  yon  shall  know  what  is  to  befall  the  nation-;  in  the  latter  days." 
"Wountothe  inhabitants  of  the  land,  for  their  sins  and  ingratilude.  Wars 
and  rumors  of  wars  shall  then  arn  und;  their  fi  Ids  shall  be  crimsoned  with 
the  blood  of  their  own  citizens,  and  nothing  but  lamentation  und  mourning 
►  hall  be  heard  to  echo  through  the  lonely  vale,  until  all  the  tares  and  brambles 
of  the  earth,  shall  bo  plucked  up  and  demolished  from  the  face  thereof  by  the 
pestilence  which  walks  in  darkness,  and  by  the  sword  which  lays  waste  at 
noonday,  for  there  shall  be  such  a  destruction,  as  shall  greatly  thin  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth,  both  by  war,  pestilence  and  famine,  until  theie  shall  after 
arise  a  BftAIKB  from  the  root  of  .lesse,  who  shall  perform  such  remarkable 
things  through  the  power  of  Almighty  God,  as  shall  effectually  convince  the 
world  of  his  divine  authority,  and  shall  cause  eventually  the  remnant  of  all 
nations  to  ba  of  one  heart,  and  .one  mind  in  religion,  when  there  shall  be  no 
more  wars  among  mankind,  who  will  after  live  in  the  strictest  bonds  of  mutual 
friendship,  possessing  unfeigned  love  to  God  and  one  another.  Then  Jew 
and  Uentile  shall  coincide  in  sentiment  and  become  one  and  indivisible,  ac- 
knowledging Jesus  Christ  lobe  their  King  and  Sovereign,"  and  as  be  ended, 
proclaimed,  "  Fathor,  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  in  heaven,  and  may  all  the 
people  say  amen."  . 

As  he  spoke  these  words  I  looked  up,  and  beheld  the  sword  which  he 
held  transformed  into  an  Olive  Branch;  which  grew  and  overspread  the  hori- 
zon, under  which  a  reflection  of  light  presented  to  my  view  a  large  and  spa- 
cious laedscape  with  an  innumerable  host  of  beings,  like  unto  the  stars  of 
heaven  for  numbers,  worshiping  and  praising  him  who  is  king  over  nil. 

There  the  lion  lay  down  with  the  lamb,  and  the  beasts  of  the  earth  and  the 
owls  of  the  air  were  mingled  together  in  concert,  and  nothing  but  love  unut- 
terable, appeared  among  tliem,  and  from  the  landscape  ascended  a  voice,  pro 
claiming  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards 
men;"  at  the  echo  of  which.  I  fell  on  my  face  with  amazement  and  terror 
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